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SEED LIST 

Prices per 1 2-Seep Pack 


1N DOOR/OUTDOOR 

BC COD BUD - $90 rfgf 
The purps - $90 fijj 
Sweet cod - $ 7 5 gjj 
BO mango■ $75 £) 

Th e b lack - $ 7 5 
bc blueberry- $75 Jgj 
The big - $75 439 

Shiatsu Kush - $7*>r 
Sweet Island skunk - , 
CH.EM FIRE - $75 | 

BC Sweet TOOth- $75 
BC. Cheese - $75 
707 Headband- $7 5 
BC Hash Plant- $7 5 
blue Buddha - $75 
BC Rqck Star - $ 7 5 
Northern Lights - $' 
Ultimate purple - $ 
BG KUSH - $60 
PURPLE BUDDHA- $ 60 


ACQUISITION OF LIVE CANNABIS SEEDS 15 ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES . PAYABLE IN US DOLLARS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. 
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Anthony Jeselnik 1 

He’s the master of the “gut-punch.” The star of > 
The Jeselnik Offensive sits down for a frank and £ 
funny conversation about stand-up comedy. £ 
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I Glass Artist of the Month 



NateMiers,a.k.a“N8,” started 
blowing glass in 2002 in Olym¬ 
pia, WA where, due to liberal 
local attitudes, demand for 
functional, handmade smoke- 
ware flourishes. With a $1,200 
loan from the local credit union, 
N8 doubled down on the notion 
that “money follows passion.” 

He set up his first studio 
space in the corner of a drafty 
garage. A dozen years later, 
he’s found a home in Colorado, 
working side by side with some 
of the most talented artists in 
the industry. 

N8 is best known for inter- 
galactic, space-themed pipes, 
wherein he creates the night 
sky in borosilicate glass for 
stoned viewers to gaze upon. 
(See nathanmiers.com.) Using 
dichroic swirls, flashy opals, 
colorful murrine and gold and silver fume, he creates intricate galaxies and nebulae in the glass. 

Recently, he’s has collaborated with artists of distinct, diverse styles—to which he attributes much 
of his recent rise in popularity—“That, and the fact that not too many people dislike outer space!” he 
confesses. 

Currently working and residing in Evergreen, CO, N8 has been able to create stunning works of 
art for people of all tolerances to enjoy. “I can’t wait to see what the future holds for the pipe and 
cannabis industries. Cannabis has become legal in two states—likely more in the near future. There 
should be a lot of hardworking, respected folks who once were afraid to collect pipes—due to their 
illegality—primed to start supporting dream-chasing glass artists.” 

Check out N8’s work at hightimes.com/glass. 


POT POLL 

What's Your 
Favorite Strain? 

Senior cultivation editor Danny Danko has named 
Hrs Top 10 strains, but we wanted to give readers a 
shot at acknowledging their favorite bud. At press 
time, with nearly 1,200 responses, only four were 
able to garner over 100 votes, with OG Kush leaving 
other strains in the dust. On the low end, Nigerian 
Silk was shut out (perhaps because of its relative 
obscurity), and Kushage got two, while Island Sweet 
Kush and Snowdog only received three each. 

See the results from our list of 33 top strains at high 
times.com/poll. And vote in our latest poll online! 



OGKush...l3% (156 votes) 


Blue Dream...ll% ci3i votes) 


Girl Scout Cookies...9% (104 votes) 
Sour Diesel...9% (101 votes) 




I Laws On Our Side 

What a whirlwind of pot law 
reform it’s been this year! 
Check out how legislatures 
across the nation dealt with 
the issue of legal cannabis. On 
the web, deputy director of 
NORML Paul Armentano gets 
you up to speed in “Pot Law 
Reforms Sweep the Nation.’ 
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! Miss December 2013 

name: Esther 
profile: queenesther 

AGE: 33 

city: Corona, CA 
occupation: Bartender, model 

To enter or rate contestants, go to S 

misshightimes.com. You must be 18 years * 
or older to enter. < 


i > Stoner Girls Rock, 
Part Deux 

. Editorial director Dan Skye 
■ dips into his photo archives 
| for another gallery dedicated 
to goddesses of the ganja 
i world. Check out his special 
encore presentation of a 
I photographic tribute to 
, women and their weed! 
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Well, Hear Watson, the Bee Hive Bubbler is designed for the 
Sherlock Holmes in all of us or will conjure up good memories 
of grandpa puffing on his pipe with the duck-billed mou th piece. 

At only 7,5* tall when not in the Retreat Base and needing slightly 
more than one tablespoon of water., it is designed for quick and easy 
use. 14mm male ground joint into an 18mm female ground joint, 
4-piece set comes with vessel, base, down stem and slide. 


Seal Me Washington 


Search and discover Sasquatch Glass for its beauty and function. 
Smoke, With style. 
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Flowers Forever: 
In Praise of Strains 


uch of the talk lately in the marijuana com¬ 
munity has been focused on concentrates and 
their surge in popularity among the smoking 
public. I’ve heard several prominent pot people 
say things like, “Now that I’m dabbing every 
day, I don’t think I’ll ever smoke flowers again,” while others are 
against even the purest BHO (butane hash oil) because of the effect 
that the potency levels—and the images of torches and blown-up 
homes—might have on our progress toward legalization. 




The truth is, there’s a place for con¬ 
centrates in our world, just as there 
always has been for hashish, edibles 
and tinctures. But every concentrate 
derives its flavor and potency from the 
strain with which it is made. Without 
great buds, you can’t produce supe¬ 
rior concentrates. 

This is why, for the ninth consec¬ 
utive year, I’ve assembled our list 
of High Times Top 10 Strains with 
aroma, flavor and potency in mind. 
Of course, you could choose to 
smoke them only in concentrated 
form, but you’d be missing out on 
some of the best experiences that 
come with puffing on finely ground 
buds, such as rolling up a joint and 
sharing it with friends. Don’t get 
me wrong: I love a great dab of 
hash oil or some solventless, ice- 
water-extracted hash as much 
as the next guy, but you’ll never 
catch me calling buds “pre-run” 
Super Lemon Haze is a Cannabis Cup winner or saying, “I’ll never smoke flow- 

and former Top 10 Strain of the Year. e rs again.” For me, it all starts 

with the flower. 

And with that in mind, we also bring you our Global Pot Report, in which 
growers and smokers from around the world deliver the details on this year’s 
harvests and most pressing cannabis-related issues. We’ve also included a 
story by Erik Biksa on doubling the amount of pot produced in your grow- 
room for the hardcore indoor farmer, and a great piece on professional con¬ 
centrate-production facilities by my colleague Bobby Black. 

Hope you enjoy, and don’t forget to stop and smell the flowers! 


Danny Danko 

Senior Cultivation Editor 
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io Letters 

Sexy vs. Sleazy 

I am writing today because of an issue 
that I almost didn’t want to write about, 
but only because it will probably fall 
on deaf ears. I have been a loyal High 
Times reader for many years, and I am 
also a grower. I appreciate your forward- 
thinking magazine, and I also appreciate 
HTs courage in supporting a belief in 
cannabis and all of its hidden wonders. 

I commend your magazine’s ability to 
reach out to the masses during times of 
legal oppression and somehow keep us 
all informed on the latest news, technolo¬ 
gies and events related to my profession. 

I also thank you because I feel that HT 
has had a hand in getting the concept of 
medical marijuana into the mainstream, 
therefore indirectly helping with the 
legalization movement. 

So now to the point... I believe in your 
magazine’s cause; however, I feel that you 
are beginning to objectify women more 
and more. The advertisements you run 
are full of nudity, and I really hope that 
the dabs issue (July T3) isn’t a trial run to 
move in the direction of having models 
on the cover. Please try to maintain your 
integrity as a leader in the movement. If I 
want to look at naked women, I will buy 
a porno mag. (I’m a pretty good-looking 
hetero woman, by the way.) The level of 
nudity seems to be increasing. I don’t 
have a problem with nudity, but I do have 
a problem with using sex to sell things. 
Please do not become like the rest of the 
world, objectifying women as material 
goods. It’s really sad—it’s the main reason 
we, as a culture, are in so much trouble as 
it is. Have respect for one another and set 
some standards is all I’m saying. 

Sara 


Vets and Herbal Meds 

Hi, my name is Darryl, and I’m a veteran 
of the US Army. I spent about 16 months 
in Baghdad serving as the Delta Com¬ 
pany supply clerk, armorer and driver. 
Upon being honorably discharged from 
the Army, I began self-medicating with 
any drug possible—mostly opioids and 
benzodiazepines—in order to escape from 
my reality. A few months after I was dis¬ 
charged, the VA put me on a drug called 
Suboxone. That was in 2009—fast-forward 
to now, and I have been on and off Subox¬ 
one (as well as other psychotropic drugs) 
for four years. So I decided after the suc¬ 
cessful vote this year to move to Colorado. 
I went to the VA today to speak to my new 
doctor and, after a little conversation, he 
asked me if I was a medical marijuana 
patient—because if I was, I would need 



your letters to 


Growinj 


br Busy Peopfe' 


High Times, 250 West 
57th St., Suite 920, 

New York, NY 10107 

GROWBOX BUYER’S GUIDi Email: hteditor@ 
_ aightimes.com 


ViojiTWFujt bitcrvlcw 


High Times December 2013 


I’ve been a reader of High Times 
since the1970s, and I just want 
to say that Chris Simunek 
wrote a damn good article with 
“Jamaican Harvest Tour”! 


to choose between giving up the medical 
pot, which helps with my pain, PTSD, 
depression, nausea, etc., or tapering off 
the Suboxone in two weeks! 

I completely understand that the VA’s 
Suboxone program doesn’t allow medical 
marijuana, but if I’m forced to taper off 
so quickly, I will still be sick and at a 
high risk of relapse. But the doctor didn’t 
seem to care: He was completely insensi¬ 
tive and incompetent and showed me 
absolutely no compassion. I fought and 
watched people die for this country, so 
you would think they could at least show 
me a little compassion at a veterans’ 
hospital. 

Sending love and good vibes with this 
message: Keep up the good fight! 


back to a time 
that a lot of people 
these days have no 
idea of: the days of Thai 
stick, Santa Marta Gold, Micho- 
acan and Oaxacan buds, Lambs 
Bread, Haze, Nepalese temple balls 
and fingers, and so on. Once again, 
great job, Chris, and keep these 
kinds of articles coming! 

Big - B. 

Simunek Not So Damn Good! 

I’ve enjoyed reading this fine 
magazine for many years now, and 
most of the time I enjoy read¬ 
ing the Editor’s Letter. But I find 
it rather disturbing that Chris 
Simunek would use his position to 
pen down his feelings about Mr. 
Zimmerman and how he thought 
his case should end up. When I 
open up this magazine, I expect 
to read about pot and the issues 
surrounding it. If I want to hear 
BS opinions on a murder trial, 
there are always the other news 
sources that thrive on that kind of 
stuff: CNN, MSNBC, Fox News and 
so on. Try and focus on the real 
reason this magazine is printed: 
the betterment of weed. 

Rustyfugger 

Ticked Off in Tennessee 

Recently, I was given a citation in Ten¬ 
nessee for simple possession. I went 
for booking and to court, where I pled 
guilty. I was sentenced to 12 hours of 
community service and a $250 fine, 
plus I have to pass (and pay for) a drug 
test and “write an essay regarding the 
Mexican drug cartels and how my activ¬ 
ity influences them.” I think the last one 
is especially ludicrous—I buy from local 
growers and have been pro-pot from the 
beginning. Sad, sad, sad. 

Anonymous 


Darryl 

A Damn Good Article by Simunek! 

I’ve been a reader of High Times since the 
1970s, and I just want to say that Chris 
Simunek wrote a damn good article with 
“Jamaican Harvest Tour” (Sept. 13)! It 
reminded me of the great writing you had 
back in the ’70s: It was funny and scary 
and just a wonderful story! And at the 
end, it all came together and they found 
the Garden of Jah with the help of their 
Rasta brothers! Keep it up, guys—I love 
the grow articles, but that one took me 


High Times’ Zionist Agenda 

It has become increasingly transpar¬ 
ent to me that your magazine has a 
Zionist agenda! In the current issue of 
High Times (Oct. 13) you are degrading 
Zimmerman and promoting a race war! 
Not only are you guilty of promoting 
violence, but you are also using your 
power in the media to distort the facts so 
future generations never learn the truth. 
As a longtime reader of your magazine, 

I am disgusted that you would use these 
tactics to promote your personal agenda. 

Truly Disgusted 









Across International VO series ovens ARE YOUR BEST 
CHOICE for curing and converting botanical extracts. 
Their deep vacuum levels -down to 80 micron- and 
precise digital temperature controllers allow 
evaporation / degassing to occur as rapidly as possi* 
ble with minimum degradation. This ensures your 
product will be of the utmost quality. 


VO - 16050V 1.5 Cu Ft 16x14x14 " 
Ambient to 500° F Vacuum Oven 
with High Speed Pump and Mist Filter 
at $3,390 




Picture of botanical extract 
provided by our client 
Trichome Technologies 



FO -15053 1.5 Cu Ft 
17x15x14” Ambient to 
400 9 F Forced Air Oven 
at $1,299 


VO - I6050p 1.5 Cu Ft 16x14x14” 
Ambient to 500 F Vacuum Oven 
with Compact Pump and Mist Filter 
at $2,250 


VO -16020 0.9 Cu Ft 12x12x11 
Ambient to 500 °F Compact 
Vacuum Oven 
at $1,290 


Across International FO series forced air ovens are excellent for rapid decarboxylization. 
They will rapidly convert THCAs into A9-THC. With their gentle airflow and 
microprocessor based temperature controls, any model can accomodate rapid air 
drying of your products. 


you can find more information at 
http://wwW'AcrosslnternationaLcotn/Drying-0ven&_cl5.htm 


Phone: 888-988-0899 Email: mfo@Acrosslnternational.com 

Web: www.Acrosslnternational.com 
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SEEING DOUBLE These Canadian trimmers, hired 
by MMAR of Hamilton, Ontario, are cutting their 
workload in half by sharing the task. Read all about 
producing a bigger harvest in “Double Your Pot 
Production” on page 74. Photo by Dan Skye 
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Confad 

High 


DAB-ELICIOUS! A dab lab technician displays a fresh slab of shatter. The ability to convert 
flowers into concentrate has become a highly respected skill in our community. As our industry 
matures, consumers demand that the cannabis products they ingest are safe, healthy and effec¬ 
tive. Senior editor Bobby Black investigates Denver’s flourishing butane hash oil industry in his 
eponymous tale “Bobby and the Concentrate Factory” (page 54). Photo by Freebie 
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How High Is Too High to Drive? 

The law, science, politics and reality of “drugged driving" laws. By Russ Belville 


It’s not unusual for cannabis consumers 
to drive after toking. It’s also not unusual 
for them to drive while toking. Nobody 
riding with them feels any danger—except 
from the police. So why do some people 
who would never drive drunk feel entitled 
to smoke a joint behind the wheel? 

Most states require some demonstra¬ 
ble proof of impairment. Cops can testify 
that you were weaving or speeding, that 
they smelled marijuana, that you failed 
a field sobriety test, or that they tested 
your urine or blood and found evidence 
of marijuana use. Then your lawyer can 
argue against those charges and a judge 
or a jury can decide if you were truly 
impaired. 

In an increasing number of states, how¬ 
ever, laws are being passed that determine 


your impairment solely by the content of 
your bodily fluids. The worst of these are 
the so-called “zero tolerance” states, where 
the detection of any marijuana in your 
system is proof that you were impaired, 
even if you were driving perfectly and 
passed the field sobriety test. 

The “zero tolerance” states (mean¬ 
ing those that punish drivers who test 
positive for any active THC or inactive 
THC metabolites in their system) include 
Arizona, Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indi¬ 
ana, Iowa, Michigan, Oklahoma, Rhode 
Island, Utah and Wisconsin. Georgia 
gives you a mandatory 24 hours in jail 
for failing the urine test; in Iowa and 
Utah, you get 48 hours. 

The 11 “zero tolerance” states impose 
what is called a per se standard—a 


standard on a test that constitutes proof in 
and of itself. While their per se standard is 
any amount of THC or THC metabolites, 
five other states require a certain level of 
nanograms (ng, or billionths of a gram) of 
active THC per milliliter (ml, or thou¬ 
sandths of a liter) of blood as the per se 
standard. These five states are Montana (5 
ng), Nevada (2 ng) Ohio (2 ng) Pennsylva¬ 
nia (1 ng) and Washington (5 ng). Colorado 
also recently enacted a 5 ng limit but 
made it a “permissible inference,” which 
allows your lawyer to argue against the 
alleged proof of impairment. 

Thus, we have 17 states—one-third of 
the country—where the mere presence 
of pot in your system is proof of guilt if a 
cop says you’re too stoned to drive. 

However, testing for THC metabolites 
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It is imperative that the public recognize that 
marijuana is not alcohol and doesn’t lead to 
the impaired judgment of drunkenness. 


« in urine does not determine a driv¬ 
er’s current impairment. These metabo¬ 
lites are byproducts of the absorption of 
THC into a person’s bloodstream; they 
merely show that someone has used 
marijuana in the past—sometimes as 
much as 30 days earlier. Thus, a “zero 
tolerance” law for metabolites is nothing 
more than discrimination against can¬ 
nabis consumers who drive. 

The science on active THC in the 
bloodstream isn’t reliable either: While 
some studies show an increased risk of 
crash with THC concentrations above 5 
or 10 ng, the tolerance to THC developed 
by frequent tokers—including medical 
marijuana patients—is not accounted for. 
Even the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration states: “It is difficult to 
establish a relationship between a per¬ 
son’s THC-blood or -plasma concentra¬ 
tion and performance-impairing effects.” 

The agency also notes that most subjects’ 
levels fall below 5 ng three hours after 
smoking. However, chronic users still regis¬ 
ter some THC even after 12 hours. So why 
are these unscientific “drugged driving” 
standards becoming law? 

The exit polling from Proposition 19, 
California’s unsuccessful 2010 legaliza¬ 
tion attempt, indicated the biggest con¬ 
cern that turned a “yes” vote into a “no” 
vote was the fear of stoned driving. This 
fact prompted Washington’s successful 


Initiative 502 campaign to include a per 
se standard of 5 ng in its legalization law. 
Colorado’s Amendment 64 didn’t include 
a per se standard, but once the legaliza¬ 
tion effort was successful, lawmakers 
made six separate attempts to pass such 
a limit. Activists testified and threw all 
the existing science on the table to defeat 
the proposals—but a last-minute com¬ 
promise, with the “permissible inference” 
defense, still included a form of the 5 ng 
limit on the books. 

Politics is often about perception, not 
reality. The public generally believes that 
prohibiting marijuana somehow removes 
it from use. In their minds, legalization 
adds a whole new drug to the spectrum 
of available drugs. People associate 
drinking with drunk driving, accidents 
and death. Marijuana activists haven’t 
helped matters with the “treat it like 
alcohol” drumbeat. Now the public wants 
the equivalent of an alcohol Breathalyzer 
for marijuana, especially when a state 
trooper can’t arrest a “stoned” driver 
merely for having weed in his pocket. 

It is imperative that the public recog¬ 
nize that marijuana is not alcohol and 


doesn’t lead to the impaired judgment of 
drunkenness. 

We need to acknowledge that people 
already smoke marijuana and some of 
them drive—yet traffic accident and fatal¬ 
ity rates continue to decline, even in states 
that have passed medical marijuana laws. 

Furthermore, per se laws waste police 
and court time and taxpayer money by 
busting drivers who are not impaired. 
Denver Westward columnist William 
Breathes had his blood tested at more 
than twice Colorado’s new limit after he’d 
abstained from marijuana use for over 
half a day. Seattle’s KIRO News conducted 
trials in which a medical marijuana 
patient began the test at three times the 
legal limit and was still driving satisfacto¬ 
rily at seven times the limit. Studies show 
that marijuana-using drivers tend to drive 
slower, leave more room between vehicles 
and exhibit less aggressive driving, 

Editor's note: High Times does not encourage smoking 
pot while driving. While it may be a debatable safety 
concern, it can be a distraction, just as texting, reading or 
eating can compromise safety for drivers. 

Listen to the Russ Belville radio show 
at radicalruss.com. 


Stay Away! 

If you visit these countries, don’t even think about smoking marijuana. By Mark Miller 



Malaysia 

In June, three men who had 
previously escaped capital 
punishment for selling 
weed were retried on the 
same charges, convicted 
and sentenced to death 
by hanging. Being busted 
with just a half-ounce here 
will get you prosecuted as 
a dealer. And don’t forget 
the rest of Southeast Asia: 
In neighboring Singapore 
and Thailand, even petty 
possession will put you 
behind bars. 


Saudi Arabia 

Non-Muslims can’t enter 
the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina. But if you’re 
a toker, don’t bother 
entering Saudi Arabia at 
all. Despite plentiful hash, 
simple possession can earn 
you six months in prison. 
Also, drug-trafficking 
executions are on the rise. 
The only upside: If you’ve 
got the bucks, you can 
typically escape incarcera¬ 
tion and even the death 
penalty. 


Taiwan 

Most people think of 
Taiwan, a constitutional 
republic, as the “good 
guys” in their struggle 
for independence with 
China. But it’s Taiwan that 
has the more oppressive 
pot laws: The police are 
everywhere, and you 
can get three years for 
possession. As usual with 
pot repression, strict 
enforcement keeps prices 
sky-high and quality is 
lacking. 


Cyprus 

A possession bust in this 
eastern Mediterranean 
island nation could net 
you eight years behind 
bars. If you possess over 
an ounce or grow more 
than three plants— bam!— 
you’re automatically a 
dealer. Also, forget trying to 
score in nightclubs, where 
undercover cops lurk. And 
if you’re caught smoking in 
public, you’ll be busted and 
possibly beaten by police on 
the way to jail. 


South Korea 

Here you can be incarcer¬ 
ated for smoking outside 
the country, as Korean 
rapper Crown J discovered 
when he was jailed for 
eight months in 2011—for 
getting high while in 
Atlanta! As a tourist, you 
can be urine-tested by the 
police. If you’re busted, 
you’ll be lucky to be ban¬ 
ished: You could be pressed 
to name other tokers and 
your dealer to escape 
imprisonment. 
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Thicke’s 

Marijuana 

Muse 

In an August interview 
with UK daily tabloid 
The Sun, pop superstar 
Robin Thicke told the 
world: “I do smoke. Weed 
is my crutch, my muse, 
the lesser of all evil.” He 
revealed that he uses pot 
for what he describes 
as a bad knee “I can get 
medical marijuana when 
I’m at home [in LA], It’s 
a non-stop chimney.” 

He also candidly 
estimated that, over the 
years, he’s “spent a good 
£320,000 on pot.” 

Really? That works 
out to nearly a half- 
million US dollars. Let’s 
do the math. Keeping 
in mind that Thicke, 
the son of TV celebrity 
Alan Thicke, has led a 
financially privileged 
life, let’s assume that 
he started toking at the 
fairly realistic starting 
age of 18. This means 
that Thicke, now 36, has 
spent almost $28,000 
annually—roughly 
$2,300 a month—on pot 
during adulthood. That 
breaks down to $77 a 
day, approximately a 
quarter-ounce of quality 
bud according to current 
LA dispensary prices. 

His pricey “muse” 
seems to be working 
overtime. “Blurred 
Lines,” his massive sum¬ 
mer dance hit, topped 
Billboard’s album and 
digital charts. 



Budding Economy 

Presently, only two states have legalized adult 
recreational use. But pot advocates project that 14 
more states are poised to go legal by 2017. Medical 
Marijuana Business Daily estimates that the $1.5 
billion legal market could reach $6 billion by 2018. 
Can prohibition’s end be far behind? 


1 1 1 

Are the Feds 
Seeing the Light? 

In an August speech at the American Bar Asso¬ 
ciation’s annual meeting, Attorney General Eric 
Holder said this: “While aggressive enforcement 
of federal criminal statutes remains necessary, 
we cannot simply prosecute or incarcerate our 
way to becoming a safer nation.” 

We can't shout “Hallelujah!” yet, but the 
Obama administration has promised to imple¬ 
ment a major shift in policy, one that sidesteps federal manda¬ 
tory minimum sentencing for low-level drug offenses. Holder stressed 
the importance of avoiding mandatory minimums for drug-related 
offenders: “Too many Americans go to too many prisons for far too long 
and for no good law enforcement reason... Although incarceration has a 
role to play in our justice system, widespread incarceration at the federal, 
state, and local levels is both ineffective and unsustainable.” 

Holder stressed the “economic burden” associated with incarceration, 
which came to $80 billion in 2010 alone. 

The plan from the Justice Department to reduce incarceration 
involves allowing state courts to handle more cases, which would subject 
fewer offenders to federal charges, which would in turn, subject fewer 
offenders to mandatory minimums. This is a means of sidestepping the 
issue because, while Holder supports empowering judges to use their 
discretion regarding mandatory minimums, it would require a change in 
law for them to do so. 

While these policy changes don’t nullify the mandatory minimum 
sentencing law, they can have a major impact on the prison system by 
effectively sidestepping such sentencing. After all, in 2012,75 percent 
of federal mandatory minimum sentences were for drug offenses, and 
nearly half of all people serving time in federal prison were sentenced for 
drug-related crimes. 



Michigan 
Makes a 
Medical Mess 

Parents of autistic chil¬ 
dren in Michigan were 
dealt a crushing blow in 
August after the state’s 
Medical Marijuana Review 
Panel rejected, by a 7-2 
vote, a petition to add 
autism as a qualifying 
ailment to obtain and use 
medicinal cannabis. Autis¬ 
tic children have received 
astounding benefits from 
medical pot, but panel 
member and medical 
professional Jeanne 
Lewandowski expressed 
concerns over exposing 
children to psychoac¬ 
tive cannabis, obviously 
influencing the rest of her 
peers with the unfounded 
scare tactic. The panel also 
rejected asthma as a quali¬ 
fying condition. There was 
some good news; veterans 
suffering from PTSD will 
now be legally able to 
medicate themselves with 
cannabis. 
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Spies‘R’U.S! 

Just when we thought 
the DEA couldn’t go any 
lower, it’s branched out to 
become another creepy, 
quasi-intelligence agency! 
Documents reviewed 
by Reuters reveal that a 
two-decades-old, covert 
DEA unit has conducted 
clandestine surveil¬ 
lance of US citizens via 
intelligence intercepts, 
informants and wiretaps, 
assembling an enor¬ 
mous database of phone 
records. 

Dubbed the Special 
Operations Division 
(SOD), DEA agents were 
trained to “recreate” 
(read: falsify) the trail of 
evidence to cover up the 
true origin of SOD inves¬ 
tigations, concealing the 
reality of their inquiries 
not only from defense 
attorneys, but also from 
prosecutors and judges. 
Agents were ordered to 
eliminate any and all 
references to SOD from 
investigative reports, 
affidavits, prosecutorial 
conversations and court 
testimony. They also have 
an Orwellian term for 
this shady procedure— 
“parallel construction.” 

SOD was created in 
1994 to combat drug 
cartels, but has since 
evolved into a “partner 
agency” with the CIA and 
NSA. It rarely, if ever, 
seems to investigate mat¬ 
ters of national security. 
So why the secrecy? If the 
SOD is hiding evidence 
from prosecutors and 
judges, whose side is the 
SOD/DEA actually on? 

Its own? 



Gupta Kush 


Following CNN correspondent Dr. Sanjay Gupta’s stunning 
reversal on pot, "Gupta Kush" debuted at Helping Hands 
Herbals of Boulder, CO. (It’s an in-house hybrid of Hindu 
Kush, Silverback and Blue Train, good for pain and anxiety.) 
But a day later, Helping Hands says a CNN rep called and 
politely requested a name change. Marketing director Daniel 
Taras doesn’t believe it was a hoax, but CNN never called back. 
Meanwhile, Gupta Kush is a hot seller. 


Chiefs & Cheeba 

In August, the Canadian Associ¬ 
ation of Chiefs of Police passed a 
resolution to issue tickets to any¬ 
one busted with 30 grams or less. 
The Chiefs aren’t backing legal¬ 
ization—or even decriminaliza¬ 
tion. Rather, issuing tickets will 
streamline the process of deal¬ 
ing with petty possession cases 
and reduce law enforcement 
expenditures. The new system 
also allows the offender to avoid 
a criminal conviction on his/ 
her record. Canadian federal law 
must first be changed before the 
the proposal can be implemented. 
However, the ruling Conservative 
Party isn't too keen on any sem¬ 
blance of pot law reform. 


Urban’s 
Blight 

In an August episode 
of SportsCenter's 
Sunday Conversation 
on ESPN, Ohio 
State football 
coach Urban Meyer 
weighed in on 
the biggest problem in sports today. His answer: 
"There's an issue in college athletics. Certain sub¬ 
stance things I see. It's non-stop. That's an issue 
right now in college sports-marijuana. I see it, not 
just in college football. I see it everywhere. That’s 
an issue." 

Host Chris Fowler reminded Meyer that pot is 
legal in many states. But Meyer knew all. “I hear 


that debate all the time. 'What's the difference with 
a 17-year-old having a beer?' But that's illegal. Last I 
checked, we’re not in the business of making laws, 
we just have to abide by them and set the tempo." 

Funny you should mention the law, Coach. At 
the University of Florida, 31 of your players were 
arrested during nearly six years as Gators’ coach. 
Some were charged with minor crimes like under¬ 
age drinking, disorderly conduct, and violations 
of open-container laws. But more serious charges 
included aggravated stalking, domestic vio¬ 
lence by strangulation, aggravated assault, bur¬ 
glary, larceny and fraudulent use of credit cards, 
according to criminal record databases. Most of 
cases never went to trial; charges were dropped 
or pleaded down. 

So much for abiding by the law. It seems the real 
“biggest problem in sports” is the players them- 
selves-and win-at-all-cost coaches. 



Fighting Diabetes 
with the Dank 

Cannabis use is often associated 
with expanding waistlines, but 
new scientific research indicates 
that the opposite is true. Accord¬ 
ing to researchers, cannabis 
may hold the key to effectively 
reducing incidences of obesity- 
related illness, particularly type 
II diabetes. 

Writing in the American Jour¬ 
nal of Medicine, Harvard Medical 
School researchers reported that 
habitual cannabis consumers 


possess favorable indices related 
to diabetic control as compared 
to occasional consumers or non¬ 
users of the substance. “Subjects 
who reported using marijuana in 
the past month had lower levels 
of fasting insulin and HOMA-IR 
[insulin resistance], as well as 
smaller waist circumference and 
higher levels of HDL-C [high- 
density lipoprotein or ‘good’ cho¬ 
lesterol],” the authors concluded. 

Even more remarkable 
are the findings of a separate 
observational study published 
in the British Medical Journal. 


Investigators at the UCLA 
assessed the association between 
pot use and adult onset diabetes 
in a sample of 10,896 adults. 
They reported that past and 
present cannabis consumers 
possessed a lower prevalence 
of type II diabetes, despite all 
groups possessing a similar fam¬ 
ily history of the disease. “Our 
analysis of adults aged 20-59 
years ... showed that participants 
who used marijuana had a lower 
prevalence of diabetes and lower 
odds of diabetes relative to non¬ 
marijuana users.” 
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HIGHWIRE 

Dispatches from the international drug war. By Bill Weinberg 



Several Tons of Cannabis Seized in Colombia 


Colombia’s National Police announced the seizure of three tons of marijuana in 
the country’s southwest region on July 28. Units of the traffic and transport police 
discovered the herb in a truck stopped at a checkpoint on a road between the 
towns of Villarrica and Candelaria. The bust took place on the same route where 
the police have carried out operations resulting in several other major seizures 
this year. Two men were arrested at the scene, and cops have said they will be 
charged with the possession, manufacture and trafficking of drugs. 



Mexican Drug War 
Shows No Sign of 
Ending 

One year into his term, 
Mexican President 
Enrique Pena Nieto’s 
carefully cultivated image ■ 
of rebooting his country’s ■ 
failed War on Drugs 
is starting to look like 
more of the same. Since 
May, he has deployed 
thousands of army troops 
and federal police to the 
central-western state of 
Michoacan, seeking to 
regain control of large 
rural areas effectively 
under the control of the 
Knights Templar narco 
gang. His predecessor, 

Felipe Calderon, earned 
widespread criticism for 
his militarization of the 
Drug War, and Calderon’s 
home state of Michoacan 
was a special focus. A 
brief lull in violence after 
Pena Nieto again flooded 
the state with troops was 
broken in July as pre¬ 
sumed Knights Templar 
gunmen attacked federal 
police checkpoints on 
Michoacan’s coastal 
highway and ambushed 
police convoys—or fought 
back when the police 
attacked the narcos’ own 
roadblocks. The death 
toll reached 29 over just 
three days. 

Zetas Boss Busted 
...Kid Brother 
Ascends? 

On July 13, Mexican naval 
forces captured Miguel 
Angel Trevino Morales, 
head of the dreaded Zetas 



cartel, who was appre¬ 
hended with two lieuten¬ 
ants in a pickup truck in 
Nuevo Leon. Trevino and 
his henchmen report¬ 
edly surrendered without 
firing a shot as a military 
helicopter began tailing 
their vehicle from their 
air. 

Code-named Z-40, 
Trevino assumed leader¬ 
ship of the notoriously 
blood-drenched Zetas 
following the death of the 
narco-paramilitary net¬ 
work’s founder, Heriberto 
Lazcano, in October 2012. 
Before that, he had been 
the number-two man 
in the network, which 
began in the 1990s as 
the paramilitary wing of 
the Gulf Cartel but broke 
with the parent orga¬ 
nization in 2010 in its 
own bid for supremacy. 


Trevino controlled the 
strategic entrepot of 
Nuevo Laredo, which was 
the scene of much hor¬ 
rific violence between the 
Zetas and the Gulf Cartel. 
Authorities believe that 
leadership of the Zetas 
will now pass to Trevino’s 
younger brother, Omar 
Trevino Morales, code- 
named Z-42. 

Massacre in 
Chihuahua Opium 
Enclave 

According to authorities 
in Mexico’s Chihuahua 
state, police discovered 
the bodies of six men in a 
remote mountain village 
after several homes and 
cars were set ablaze. 

A July 23 statement 
from state prosecutors 
announced that two of 
the victims found in the 
village of Mesa de la 
Reforma had been decap¬ 
itated, and all six were 
shot. Four of the victims 
were wearing law- 
enforcement uniforms 
and bulletproof vests, 
but are not believed to 
have been police officers 


or soldiers. Investigators 
also found more than 380 
spent cartridges from 
automatic rifles. The vil¬ 
lage is in the municipal¬ 
ity of Guadalupe y Calvo, 
in the heart of north¬ 
ern Mexico’s so-called 
“Golden Triangle,” which 
is the center of marijuana 
and opium production in 
the country. 

Colombian Coca 
Repression Leads to 
General Strike 

■ Labor strikes swept 
through Colombia in July, 
as truckers, healthcare 
workers, coffee farm¬ 
ers and miners walked 
off the job. The wave of 
strikes began in June, 
when campesinos in the 
northeastern Catatumbo 
Valley stopped work, 
took to the streets, and 
eventually blocked roads 
and clashed with security 
forces as they demanded 
the suspension of the 
government’s coca- 
eradication program. The 
violence between police 
and farmers led to the 
death of four protesters 


and was condemned by 
the United Nations. The 
FARC guerrilla move¬ 
ment has expressed its 
support for the strikers, 
even offering to arm the 
peasants in Catatumbo 
to defend themselves 
against police. This pro¬ 
posal was rejected by the 
campesinos. 



Pro-Coca Lawmaker 
Imprisoned in Peru 

On July 30, the First 
Supra-Provincial Court 
of Lima issued an 
order of preventa¬ 
tive detention against 
former lawmaker Nancy 
Obregon on suspicion 
of narco-trafficking and 
“collaboration with ter¬ 
rorism.” Obregon, who 
rose to prominence as 
a leader of the Peruvian 
National Confederation 
of Cocaleros, a group 
representing peasant 
coca growers, was taken 
into custody by troops 
of the National Anti- 
Drug Directorate and 
turned over to judicial 
authorities for interro¬ 
gation. She was elected 
to Congress in 2006, 
pledging to fight for 
■ the “decriminalization 
and industrialization of 
: the coca leaf” as well 
as official recognition 
of the plant’s “cultural 
patrimony.” 

For updates on these 
and other stories, see Bill 
Weinberg’s websites, Glo- 
balGanjaReport.com and 
WorldWar4Report.com. 
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Sample Heavy 

Electro party king Pretty Lights sheds high wattage on his flowering 
music career and his days as a grower By Sarah Renfro 


When Derek Vincent Smith, 
a.k.a. Pretty Lights, burst onto 
the electronic music scene 
back in 2006, it was clear 
that he had what it takes to 
overcome the pitfalls of a 
confused and ever-changing 
industry. His fan base has 
grown exponentially through 
word of mouth and free 
access to his eclectic, bound¬ 
ary-pushing catalog. With 
the recent release of A Color 
Map of the Sun, Smith shows 
no signs of slowing down. 

We had the opportunity to 
chill on his tour bus and ask 
a few questions about his 
growing success. And you’d 
better believe that’s a double 
entendre. 


You’ve gained a following 
by giving your music away. 
What were the early days of 
your career like? 

When I was trying to 
become a professional tour¬ 
ing musician, peer-to-peer 
downloading post-Napster 
was in the Soulseek era. I 
never imagined the project 
would grow to the size it 
has; I just wanted to come 
out of as many speakers as 
possible. Downloads for my 
second album went from 100 
a month to 15,000. 

How’d that happen? 

A combination of word of 
mouth and free access. People 
were so ready for something 


new. It moved from jam band 
scenes to the electronic world, 
and now it’s getting popular 
in the hip-hop world. The 
crossover is dope, because it 
connects all those genres. I 
had to weigh the potential 
backlash from my fans if I 
were to switch on them. 

A lot of people will say 
you’re devaluing your art, 
right? I don’t like to look at it 
like that. I’m going to make it 
whether or not I make a mil¬ 
lion dollars or $100. 

Does the sale of your music 
help support the tours, or do 
the tours pay for themselves? 

The tours definitely sup¬ 
port the music. It’s a flipped 


model. It allows me to not 
deliver pizzas. That’s how 
independent musicians suc¬ 
ceed now. 

Did you ever deliver pizzas? 

Calzones and pizzas. I 
actually managed a calzone 
shop. They named one after 
me called the D-Zone—that 
was my rap name. I got fired 
because I shut the store down 
early when they were on 
vacation to go to my homies’ 
first production set. That was 
my last job, but I still needed 
some way to sustain myself 
while I honed my craft. 

Do you have a formal educa¬ 
tion in music, or are you 
self-taught? 

Definitely self-taught. I 
took electric bass lessons 
when I was in middle school 
and worked at a studio. I was 
in a band called the Freeze—it 
was a Beastie Boys-type thing 
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where we rapped 


and played chilled- 
out funk music. In 10th 
grade, we got second 
place at Fort Collins’ 
Battle of the Bands. All 
the people in the band 
are on my record label 
now. 

When did you first 
smoke? 

I played basket¬ 
ball when I was a kid 
because I’m tall, and 
for a long time that 
was my dream. When 
it was time to go to 
junior high, my mom 
got really terrified 
’cause she thought I was 
going to turn into a bad 
kid. So she sent me to 
private school—a Baptist 
academy. I got expelled, 
and then some friends 
and I snuck out with a 
Sprite can and a paper 
clip. We hung out on a 
playground with a little 
chunk of brown frown 
with lots of unwanted 
materials in it. I was like, 
“This tastes like shit!” 


How does weed influ¬ 
ence your music? 

There are times when 
I’ll be working on a track and 
I’ll blaze and it’ll sound so 
good, and other times when 
it’ll have the opposite effect, 
where I’ll be like, “This track is 
wack!” I don’t know if it’s the 


% 


Someone s ready to 
take this relationship 
to the next level. 


"[Growing] allowed me to get 
much better at what I do because 
I didn’t have a nine-to-five.” 


strain or just my state of mind 
at the time, but sometimes it 
can make me hate my music— 
and sometimes it makes me 
love it even more. My vision of 
the future was making music 
and supporting myself by cul¬ 
tivating sticky, tasty flowers. It 
allowed me to get much better 
at what I do because I didn’t 
have a nine-to-five. 

That’s the way the world 
should be. How do you feel 
about legalization? 

I’m completely proud of 
where I come from [Colo¬ 
rado] and that we were one 
of the first states to pass the 


regulation laws. For a while, 
it was out of control. I know 
that that happened in South¬ 
ern California, and there 
were as many dispensaries 
as Starbucks. Billboards were 
everywhere with crazy high- 
def nuggets on [them]. That 
was a quick change. 

What was your favorite strain 
that you got to play with? 

Hawaiian Sativa —it was 
thick, pungent and really res¬ 
inous. If you cured it right, it 
had the perfect crumble fac¬ 
tor. It cured easily, and that’s 
extremely important to me. 


Did you do a flush? A long 
flush with no nutrients so that 
it would get that white-ash 
burn when you smoked it? 

Yeah, we flushed the shit 
out of that Hawaiian. You 
could get that, like, really per¬ 
fect burn where there’s white 
ash in the joint—like a bomb 
just dissipates. 

When I was growing, the 


electricity bill was always 
the biggest worry, especially 
in [suburban] Fort Collins. I 
knew people who were stupid 
with that, and they got busted. 
It wasn’t that long ago. Think 
about how much Colorado has 
changed. I can say that I’ve 
been there and seen it change 
... and when I was in the game, 
the money was big, dude. ^ 



Blazing a Trail to Success 

Pretty Lights came to fame through flames. Thanks 
to Fort Collins, CO's love of marijuana and his green 
thumb, the electronic artist was able to create a robust 
business model in an otherwise troubled music indus¬ 
try: free music, and weed for all. 
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“Psychedelia 
is a trend, but 
I don't know 
if it's always 
done right.” 




Coming Up for Foxygen 

The 21st-century ambassadors of peace and magic claim to be 
walking away from the wild side. By Tyler Stewart 


Sam France puts his beer 
down, takes a drag from his 
cigarette, darts his eyes my 
way and asks, “This isn’t an 
interview about drugs, right?” 

The 22-year-old France is 
the lead singer of Southern 
Cali’s indie pop-rock sensation 
Foxygen, an out-of-left-field, 
are-they-serious-or-just- 
fucking-with-us group that 
marries the energy of bygone 
psychedelia with the kind of 
lyrics that stump most folks 
and make hipsters feel special. 
France has been playing with 
guitarist Jonathan Rado— 
also 22, and the levelheaded 
“good cop” of the duo—since 
2005, when the pair were 
high-school students. Foxygen 
released several EPs before 
handing the next one over to 
producer Richard Swift, who 
helped propel them to their 
current status. 

Packing mean talent as 


well as venues, Foxygen are 
riding a tidal wave of positive 
reviews for this year’s We 
Are the 21st Century Ambas¬ 
sadors of Peace & Magic, and 
making waves of their own 
with drama both onstage and 
off. Earlier this year, the band 
landed in hot water after 
they canceled a string of tour 
dates and France lost his shit 
at SXSW and the Pitchfork 
Music Festival. Whether he’s 
truly such a character or just 
channeling Andy Kaufman as 
much as Lou Reed and Mick 
Jagger remains to be seen. 

On this particular night, 
France and Rado’s relative 
youth and the stress of riding 
a bullet train to fame are 
written all over their faces. 

It’s a mild evening behind 
LA’s Echoplex, and the calm 
before the storm of their 
performance in the coming 
hour is evident. France is 


in the zone—but despite his 
tempestuous onstage persona, 
he’s totally pleasant. 

On the subject of their cur¬ 
rent album’s success, France 
offers that he and Rado actu¬ 
ally played it safe in compari¬ 
son to the songs they grew 
up writing. “I don’t think it’s 
a full representation of us as 
a band—I don’t really think 
anything is,” he says. “We 
experimented the least 
on it sonically. The 
sonic vibes are just 
more directed toward 
the commercial ear.” 

But playing it 
straight seems to have 
paid off. 


Read the 
extended 
interview at 
hightimes.com/ 
foxygen 


“I guess I expected 
people to like it—we 
were hoping it would 
get popular, because 
we wanted it to be an 
accessible album, that 
people could hear 
things that they love 
in it—but it’s crazy.” 

“We have a Vevo 
now!” Rado adds with 
a laugh. “We would 
always joke about 
having a Foxygen 
Vevo ... but, uh, now 
we have one.” 

Although the 
sounds on We Are 
the 21st Century may 
be “safe” (at least 
in France’s view), 
the heavy psych influence is 
undeniable. Other bands in 
the indie sphere have been 
drawing inspiration from the 
genre as well, notable among 
them Tame Impala, Crystal 
Antlers and even Animal 
Collective. 

“Psychedelia is a trend,” 
Rado allows, “but I don’t 
know if it’s always done right.” 

Foxygen are now recording 
a new LP, Foxygen and Star 
Power, after an extended bout 
of touring. France and Rado 
both say they feel more at 
home in the studio. 

“This is the longest we’ve 
gone without a record,” 

France says. “It’s 
been strange, and it’s 
changed the dynamic 
of the band, so we’re 
excited to record again.” 

Oh, and about those 
drugs: “Legalize it!” the 
pair says. ^ 


Mending His Paw 

Singer Sam France is known for his antics onstage. 

In July, he pushed his luck a little too hard and broke a 
leg at a show in Minneapolis, immediately halting the 
band's summer tour and poetically fulfilling an old 
showbiz well-wish. 
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You won’t be able to stop at just one! 


Vanity Fare 

The colorful world of homemade records. 

“Private press,” “vanity press” and “self-released” 
are all terms that might describe the LPs fea¬ 
tured in this dynamic new volume exploring the 
far fringes of musical expression. There’s a lot of 
ground to cover here, from seedy hotel lounge 
recordings and religious/cult vehicles to under¬ 
ground funk excursions, weird ego-rock releases 
and even children’s albums. 

One of the hazards in affording these “real-peo¬ 
ple” records (co-editor Major’s term) such a close 
reading is that of assigning false value to works 
that are nothing more than failed bids for stardom 
and acclaim. The editors neatly avoid this problem 
simply because their own authentic connection to 
the heaviness and artistic commitment of these 
albums is never in doubt. As a 
result, the book never wanders 
into the easy, kitschy “so bad 
it’s good” zone. Instead, the 
profiles of the artists—some 
complete unknowns, others well 
regarded in deeply underground 
circles—and the stories of the 
collectors featured in Enjoy the 
Experience are compelling and 
highly readable. Louche tales of 
straight-to-video metaphysical 
horror films and Ohio-based 
Christian-pirate-ventriloquist 
acts abound. 

The array of images offered in the book is stag¬ 
gering; viewed en masse, they risk blurring into 
a forgettable whole. The careful reader, however, 
will revel in the striking, full-color reproductions 
of the original sleeves, which feature art ranging 
from the banal to the fantastical. Enriching this 
experience is an accompanying download card, 
which includes demented killer tracks from wasted 
genius Stephen David Heitkotter, spooky drug- 
trippers Ray Harlowe and Gyp Fox, and mesmeriz¬ 
ing minimalist-disco wizard Medico Doktor Vibes, 
among others. 

Enjoy the Experience is a must for anyone look¬ 
ing to visit the mysterious world of these unsung 
musicians, as well as a portal into the peculiar 
realities they’ve left for us to treasure. Robert Dyrenforth 



Enjoy the 
Experience: 
Homemade 
Records1958-1992 

Edited by 
Johan Kugelberg, 
Michael P. Daley 
& Paul Major 

(Sinecure) 


MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS 



Framtid 

Defeat of 
Civilization 

(Crust War/La Vida Es 
Un Mus/Black Water) 



Cuntz 

Aloha 

(Homeless Records) 



Trouble 

The Distortion 
Field 

(FRW Records) 



Buffalo Killers 

Ohio Grass 

(Alive) 



Maia Banks 

Down 

(Mother Mary 
Productions) 


Eleven years after Japan’s 
Framtid released their 
debut 12-inch, a giant boot 
stomps down from the sky 
to crush our skulls once 
again. Framtid play modern, 
intense, noisy Japanese 
hardcore with an exoskel¬ 
eton of Swedish influences. 
This terrifying masterpiece 
contains 10 brutal tracks 


On their debut album, 

' Australia’s Cuntz cycle 
through various noise-rock 
motifs with a brutish force, 
challenging your eardrums 
along with your sense of 
decency. The opening salvo 
of “Homeless” and “Casual 
Drinker” lands as hard as 
any Pissed Jeans one-two 
punch, but the album 

Chicago doom metal 

overlords Trouble 
rumbled forth in 1984 with 
a cosmic connection to 
boulder-smashing power. 

The magic poured from the 
harmonized dual-Iommi 
interplay of guitarists Rick 
Wartell and Bruce Frank¬ 
lin, now the last original 
members. New singer Kyle 

On the excellent EP Ohio 
' Grass, Cincinnati’s Buffalo 
Killers continue to swim in 
the swampy Midwestern 
groove that has made fans of 
the Black Crowes and fellow 
Ohioan Dan Auerbach. Heavy 
on the heavy and with plenty 
of hooks, the trio—led by 
brothers Andrew and Zach¬ 
ary Gabbard—manage to 

Maia Banks is a must- 

hear for those who appre¬ 
ciate strong, sultry female 
singers. On her premier 
album, Down, she follows 
in the footsteps of Patti 
Smith and PJ Harvey, two 
other notable possessors of 
powerhouse pipes. The layers 
of lady voices lull you into 
Banks’s world of neo-folk; 


of ear-piercing buzz-saw 
landscaping. The heavy bass 
and shrieking guitars will 
make you see white, while 
the drums are recorded big 
and loud, not like someone 
flicking a piece of paper in 
the background. I’m shocked 
that these guys delivered 
another LP as fantastic as 
their first. Dennis Berendts 


truly hits its stride with 
the dizzying paranoia of 
“Lost” and “Meth.” Singer 
Ben’s desperate roar recalls 
the unhinged bellowing of 
Dugald McKenzie, deceased 
shouter from ’80s hellions 
Venom P. Stinger. This is one 
of the finest albums of its 
type to come down the pike 
in ages. Erick Bradshaw 


Thomas was once a guiding 
light to Phil Anselmo in the 
New Orleans thrasher outfit 
Exhorder and also headed up 
Alabama Thunderpussy. A 
similar bluesy stoner groove 
thrives here, but the album’s 
more apocalyptic tracks 
(like “When the Sky Comes 
Down”) remain the true 
word Of Trouble. Ian Christe 


veer in just six songs from 
pulsing, reverb-soaked reg¬ 
gae grunge (“Golden Eagle”) 
to baroque garage-waltz 
(“Some Other Kind”). On 
“Grow Your Own,” a dirge-y 
anthem to home garden¬ 
ing, Zachary yelps and wails 
like he’s singing through a 
mouthful of edibles. 

Adam B. Gerard 

it’s as if she records herself 
on good days and bad to 
create a chorus of voices that 
reveals her true self. Fans of 
Alice in Chains’ Layne Staley 
and his beautifully tortured 
singing will adore the track 
“Trust Me” in particular. This 
is an album that will soon be 
added to the soundtrack of 
your life. Rebekah Harris 
















Discreet yet revolutionary. 




The Indie a vaporizer is engineered to maximize the minimal. 
Precise control of temperatures for pure vaporization. Outstanding 
capacity within a clean, pocket-friendly design. The look is subtle, 
the experience isn't. Learn more at indica2.com 


indi 
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PRE-RQLLED 
TOOLS FOR YOUR 
DISPENSERY 
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^ ALL OVER AMSTERDAM 
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www.drgreenthumb.com 


Unique, high-potency genetics, available nowhere 
else. Home of the super-potent Endless Sky 

Other fine strains include; Bubba Kush, Train wreck 
Cindy 99, Columbian Skies, Iranian Autoflower 
U.K.Cheese, Chemdawg, Chemdawg G13 ,0G Kush 


AIL CHF OUR FEMINIZEP SEEDS ARE GUARANTEED 1W% FEMALE 
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On Sale until September 2013 


Sour Diesel 

* 27.5% THC * 


For a catalog. Including a $10 off coupon, send S5 to; 
RWJ, Box 37065, Ottawa, ON, klvOwO, Canada 

Free world-wide shipping. Express shipping available 
information or phone orders call; 613-330-2404 
“best stealth shipping in the business" 

Trusted since 1996 



MUNCHIES 


Morning 
Mary Joe 

The canna-cafe superfood! 

Blended butter coffee is on 

the rise, and my latest house¬ 
mate—a mellow dude, fellow 
Portlander and scientific phi¬ 
losopher—has been singing its 
praises since he first arrived. I 
finally decided to research the 
benefits of switching out my 
favorite flavored creamers for 
butter and MCT oil. I was also 
curious as to how it would 
taste, and I was banking on 
there being no comparison. 

And, in fact, there is no 
comparison. None. Not in fla¬ 
vor or in the end effect, both of 
which I loved, especially with 
the addition of marijuana, a 
little unsweetened cocoa and a 
dash of cinnamon. 

CAFE PICK-ME-UP 

2 tbsp. unsalted, grass-fed butter 
1/2 gram ground organic, 
high-grade cannabis 
2 tbsp. MCT oil 

(coconut oil is an okay substitute) 

2 cups hot brewed coffee, made with 
fresh, organic fair-trade beans 
Optional: cinnamon, vanilla beans, 
unsweetened cocoa and/or coconut 
milk to taste 

Before we start, note that this 
recipe is for a single serving, 
but it’s always a good idea to 
make extra butter for future 
mornings or canna-coffee com¬ 
panions, so multiply accord¬ 
ingly. 

Melt the butter in a double 
boiler over low heat and mix 
in the ground cannabis. Stir 
occasionally for 30 to 45 min¬ 
utes, never letting the weed get 


Before trying this drink, 

I’d never heard of MCT oil, 
so in case you’re in the same 
boat, here are some of my 
favorite tidbits: MCT stands 
for “medium-chain triglycer¬ 
ides” (fatty acids). Our bodies 
absorb them effortlessly, and 
like cannabinoids, they’re 
utilized in the treatment of 
malnutrition and malabsorp¬ 
tion. Here’s the kicker: These 
awesome little chains also 
aid in the absorption of fat- 
soluble vitamins. My theory is 
that they enhance the absorp¬ 
tion of our beloved fat-soluble 
cannabinoids as well. 

Grass-fed butter also helps 
our systems soak up vitamins 
and cannabinoids, and it’s 
packed with its own vitamins 
and healthy cholesterol. 

Noteworthy: I finished my 
first cup over an hour ago— 
the frothy, creamy texture 
was too much to resist, and 
besides, there was canna-but- 
ter in there—and I feel great, 
creatively energized and ready 
to tackle the rest of the day. 

I have no jitters, and though 
I’m a bit hungry, my desire for 
munchies is considerably less 
than with other edibles. 

Mary Ought Six 


toasty-smelling. Strain through 
cheesecloth and discard the 
vegetable matter. 

Next, brew two cups of your 
favorite fresh-ground coffee. 
Warm up the inside of your 
blender by running it under 
hot water. Put the blender in 
place and add the MCT oil 
and any of the optional flavor 
ingredients. Add the canna- 
butter. (If you’ve made extra, 
put the rest in the fridge for 
future use.) Pour some of the 
hot brewed coffee into the top 
part of the double boiler and 
swish around to get every last 
bit of buttery goodness; then 
pour that mixture and the rest 
of the coffee into the blender 
and blend on low until frothy 
and emulsified (from 15 to 30 
seconds). Stones 1. 
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r n GROW 
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LED 


High Performance Indoor Growlights 
G8LED Optim^^-0B%Technology 


G8-4GQ LED 
Veg & Flower 

Optimal 8-Band UV iR 
Coverage - 4 M Ten! 
200k 3W Diode 
11OV-240V 


GB-24D LED Bloom Only 

Optimal fJ-Barid with UV 
Coverage - 3'x2' Toni 1 
flOx 3W Diodes 
11 QV- 24 DV 


www. Dorm Grow. c om 


ri: .. 

indoor growing irom r-oodling to robust 

growth and proSfin flowering. Dorm Grow I FD so d'eol distribolQr of 
GSI.FD 1 ighting Company. We pnde ourselves on Qualify end C ustomer 
Service, We deliver high performance grow lights ut compel live prices 
Id 1Kb market. We sh-p worldwide Id over liU counlries. Privacy is of ifie 
utmost importance to us. We protect customer information in our SS\ 
secure and encripted database- We will never share customer 
information with any oulside sources or Icp any camrhorcra purposes- 
We guard your miarmal on as pari ol cu service lo you lo bu ci a long 
lasting relationship with our customer oase, We welcome rna 
oppex’unity lo our- you* trust and deliver you the besl service in Hi 
industry. 


2 Year FuJJ Warranty 
888-771-GROW 


90 Day Return Policy 
info@DormGrow.com 



Smoke a fattie, don’t be one 

New research confirms that marijuana users 
weigh less and live better. 


Happily, many of the most 
damaging (and wholly false) 
stereotypes about pot and pot 
smokers seem to be disappear¬ 
ing in this exciting new era 
of barely legal marijuana. But 
not so the good old-fashioned 
munchies joke. Give a person 
who doesn’t like weed a 
chance to talk about the sub¬ 
ject and they’ll make a lame 
Cheetos reference every time. 

All of which makes the 
results of two new studies, 
published in the American 
Journal of Medicine and 
Nutrition & Diabetes , rather 
hard to digest for those 
who still haven’t accepted 
that cannabis is the wonder 
drug of our day. In the first, 
investigators at Harvard 
Medical School found that 
regular marijuana use led to 
a significantly decreased risk 
of diabetes—a finding that 
built upon previous research 
in the American Journal of 
Epidemiology, which showed 
that rates of obesity dropped 
by roughly one-third for those 
who smoked pot three times 
a week. In the second study, 
researchers found that the 
cannabinoid tetrahydrocan- 
nabivarin (THCV) can help 
those already suffering from 
adult-onset diabetes to con¬ 
trol their symptoms better. 

But how can all this be 


possible if obesity is a leading 
cause of diabetes, Cheetos are 
a leading cause of obesity, and 
cannabis is a leading cause of 
Cheetos? 

“While marijuana remains 
legendary for causing deliri¬ 
ous eating binges known as 
‘the munchies,’ the plant’s 
cannabinoids—especially 
THC—also appear to alter our 
metabolism of sugars and fats 
in a beneficial way,” explains 
Clint Werner, a medical can¬ 
nabis researcher and author 
of Marijuana: Gateway to 
Health. “We already know 
that the endocannabinoid sys¬ 
tem throughout the body acts 
as a regulator of our biologi¬ 
cal systems. And this new evi¬ 
dence shows that marijuana’s 
cannabinoids might actually 
enhance the body’s ability to 
burn excess calories as well, 
thus reducing the amount 
stored away as fat. 

“Since obesity is a growing 
epidemic in our society with 
serious health-care ramifica¬ 
tions, and since alcohol adds 
many empty calories to the 
diet, we should be encourag¬ 
ing people to substitute mari¬ 
juana for booze whenever 
possible,” Werner concludes. 

Which means the next time 
you want to toast “to your 
health,” better to get toasted 

than drunk! David Bienenstock 
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1 REFILLABLE URINE KIT - 2 HEAT PADS 
OVER 3 OZ OF PREMIX SYNTHETICAL URINE 
1 SYRINGE - 1 SET OF INSTRUCTIONS 


ONE PREMIXED PERSONAL GOLDEN FLASK 
OVER 4 OZ OF SYNTHETIC URINE 
1 HEAT PAD -1 SET OF INSTRUCTIONS 


+ 

WHIZZ KIT 

REFILLABLE URINE NOVELTY KIT 

ACS 


SYNTHETIC URINE BY ALS 
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VERY QUIET, FAST-ACTING, WARM SYNTHETIC URINE INSTANTLY 
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(Sour Diesel) 

I “We have the dankest 
Sour D around. And 
now Kosher Kush 
too!” 

Queens, NY 


m 


PURPS 

$368 


JACK 

HERER 

$370 



MARKET ANALYSIS 


(Grape Ape) 

“It has the most pun¬ 
gent, amazing smell and 
taste. Helped a lot with 
my back pain!” 
Newark, DE 


Prices by the ounce 


While the Kind, Midsand Schwag indices held steady in December, 
the US Price Index finished the month $9 above its previous average. 
Both the US Price and Mids indices closed well above their respective 
year-to-date averages (US Price +$15, Mids +$10). Once again, Kush was 
the most submitted strain of the month. That makes 11 first place 
finishes and one first place tie for Kush in 2013. 


US Price Index 

YTD Average: $329 


Kind Index 

YTD Average: $393 




Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Mids Index 

YTD Average: $276 


Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Schwag Index 

YTD Average: $105 




Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


TRANS HIGH MARKET QUOTATIONS 


STATE 

CITY 

STRAIN 

PRICE 

Alabama 

Montgomery 

Grape Ape 

$380 

Arizona 

Phoenix 

Purple Kush 

350 

Arkansas 

El Dorado 

SkywalkerOG 

450 

California 

Los Angeles 

Kryptonite 

260 


San Francisco 

SFVOG 

325 

Colorado 

Boulder 

Golden Goat 

320 


Denver 

LA Confidential 

350 

Delaware 

Newark 

Grape Ape 

320 



NYC Diesel 

350 

Florida 

Orlando 

Blue Dream 

450 



AK-47 

400 

Hawaii 

Maui 

Super Lemon Haze 

400 

Indiana 

Indianapolis 

Bubblegum 

420 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

Sour Diesel 

325 



Grapefruit 

375 

Massachusetts 

Boston 

Diesel 

400 


Brockton 

Purple Kush 

375 

Michigan 

Detroit 

Purple Haze 

360 


Lansing 

Sweet Tooth 

400 

Minnesota 

Winona 

Jack Herer 

375 

Mississippi 

St. Louis 

Lemon Haze 

360 

New Jersey 

Hoboken 

Super Silver Haze 

400 

New York 

New York 

Strawberry Cough 

400 


Queens 

Sour Diesel 

420 

North Carolina 

Charlotte 

Blueberry 

400 

Ohio 

Columbus 

Girl Scout Cookies 

350 



Death Star 

350 

Oklahoma 

Oklahoma City 

Sour Diesel 

450 

Oregon 

Eugene 

Sweet Tooth 

230 


Portland 

Cheese 

260 

Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia 

White Widow 

420 



G13 

380 

Rhode Island 

Providence 

Chem Dog 

350 



Death Star 

400 

Tennessee 

Nashville 

Purple Haze 

420 

Vermont 

Burlington 

NYC Diesel 

350 

Virginia 

Harrisonburg 

Blackberry Kush 

350 


Richmond 

Blue Dream 

400 

Washington 

Seattle 

Sour Diesel 

260 

West Virginia 

Huntington 

Northern Lights 

300 

INTERNATIONAL 

Australia 

Brisbane 

Pineapple Kush 

AU$320 

Canada 

Edmonton 

OG Kush 

C$220 


Toronto 

Jack Herer 

200 


HIGH TIMES wants to know what you're smoking. Submit your strain information in¬ 
cluding location and price by the ounce to thmq@hightimes.com - or tweet us ittTHMQ). 




(Pineapple Kush) 
“We’ve got 
great pot in the Land 
Down Under...” 

Brisbane, AU 































































vaporiEEr 



DRY CONFIGURATION 


1 VAPORIZER. 3 CHOICES 


S-ATlflY 


THE TRIFECTA BY WHITE RHINO 15 THE 
PERFECT VAPORIZER FOR THOSE WHO 
WANT MORE THAN JUST ONE CHOICE. 
WITH THE ABILITY TO USE OIL HERBS 
AND WAX YOU WILL NEVER HAVE TO 
MAKE A TOUGH DECISION AGAIN. 


WW HI HQ / WMV OIL 
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HFSH 


MOUPH 

«tCI 


WAXY OIL HEATING / FILLING CONFIGURATION 


PflJPECIA 

BAHiDV 


Ofry f wmy Oil MUIHC 
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OIL TAWL 


LIQUID CONFIGURATION 
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Hot Products 



What’s new for cannabis cultivators and connoisseurs. 


i Vape Flask 

$124.95 

grencoscience.com 
Two of our favorite brands have 
collaborated on a new product 
for the discreet puffer and booz¬ 
er: The new limited-edition Huf 
x G-Pen Huf G Flask is the per¬ 
fect stocking stuffer for the fash¬ 
ion-conscious Stoner in your life. 
The stainless steel 3-ounce flask 
and custom Huf Micro G-Pen 
come with everything you need 
to catch a buzz almost anywhere, 
anytime. 


2 Head Jar 

Starting at $11 
jyarz.com 

Storing your buds or hash in 
plastic baggies or containers just 
won’t cut it in this era of canna¬ 
bis connoisseurship. That’s why 
we love the Jyarz glass-lined 
travel containers, an innovative 
storage system that’s compact 
and reusable. The glass insert is 
protected by a plastic sleeve and 
cap to keep whatever’s stored in¬ 
side sealed, secure and safe from 
drying out or breakage. 


3 Future Smoke 

$69.99 

smocan.com 

Portable smoking systems have 
come a long way since the dugout. 
The new SmoCan unit is a self- 
contained wonder when it comes 
to stealthy smoking on the go. This 
waterproof unit boasts a built-in 
grinder, screen, poker and stor¬ 
age space; simply add a mini Bic 
lighter and a one-hitter and you’re 
ready to roll. Plus, the SmoCan 
comes in your choice of five avail¬ 
able colors. 


4 710 Is the New 420 

Prices vary 
formula710.com 
Everyone knows the glass-, air- 
and spill-cleaning power of For¬ 
mula 420 products, but the com¬ 
pany’s latest release is aimed at 
the particular difficulties posed 
by the exploding popularity of 
hash oils. Remove sticky residues 
quickly and easily with eco-friend¬ 
ly Formula 710 wipes and rins¬ 
es. Even the toughest-to-clean rigs 
will soon be spotless and ready for 
hitting more dabs. 
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EARTH CAB 
~T PRO XL 


The recently upgraded Earth Cab 
Pro XL is Universal Hydro’s largest 
perpetual soil based grow box. By tar 
the easiest and most economical 
way to bloom your favorite strains 
while maintaining mother plants, 
seeds and/or clones, and vegetative 
plants at the same time, 
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2013 GLOBAL HARVEST REPORT 

Compiled by the High Times Cultivation Department. 



Some Colorado 
marijuana growing 
facilities resemble 
factories in size 
and scope. 


DENVER 

Colorado’s high altitude and dry air have 
always made it one of the premier loca¬ 
tions to grow pot in the US. Now, with the 
passage of recreational-use legislation in 
2012 that allows state residents 21 years 
and older to grow six mature plants on 
their property, Colorado has solidified its 
place as the second-highest producer of can¬ 
nabis in the country, behind California. 

The truly amazing aspect of Colorado, 
however, is that locally grown marijuana 
is rarely subpar—almost everything grown 
out here is of top quality, even brand-new, 
never-before-seen hybrids. This past April, 
at the first-ever High Times U.S. Cannabis 
Cup in Denver, strains such as Triberry, 


R-18 and a new Cinderella 99 x the Great 
White all made the Top 10 in the hybrids 
category, beating out even the OGs, Sours 
and Chems. Plus a Skunkberry line tested 
at 24.5% THC—Skunkberry! Clearly, Den¬ 
ver growers are dialed in, and if Colorado 
had a population even half the size of 
Cali’s, there’d be some serious competition 
as to which state produces more primo 
ganja. 

As for 2013, the bulk of the marijuana 
harvested here still comes from indoor 
grows, as the climate and mountainous 
terrain make long growing seasons and 
high-caliber outdoor production fairly 
problematic. Still, the use of greenhouses 
and (unfortunately) light-deprivation 


cold frames is on the rise around the 
state. And a great deal of Colorado’s buds 
get packed tight and shipped elsewhere, 
as the growers here easily produce more 
than is needed to meet demand for the 
state’s eight million residents. 

But perhaps the most interesting 
aspect of Colorado is how many growers 
now treat flowers as merely “pre-run”— 
an annoying but necessary precursor 
to the cannabis concentrates so highly 
coveted on the wildly popular dab 
scene, for which Denver just may be the 
nation’s primary producer. So here’s to 
the Greatest Pot State of them all—the 
first to legalize, the tops in potency, and 
the leader of Dab Nation, /v/co Escondido 
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NEW YORK CITY 

The East Coast powerhouse of all things can¬ 
nabis has been inundated with American- 
made marijuana for the better part of 2013. 
And while the supply is commonly referred 
to as “work-grade” weed, the quality has 
risen steadily to the point that most casual 
city smokers can barely tell the difference 
between indoor and outdoor products. 

With that being said, indoor cannabis 
still commands the best prices in New 
York City, and connoisseurs have no prob¬ 
lem paying upwards of $600 an ounce for 
the primo stuff. (Thank you, Wall Street- 
glad you’re still good for something.) 
Interestingly, the mantra seems to be “The 
more local the herb, the higher the price”— 
which correlates directly with quality, 
since the stuff shipped east by our good 
buds in Cali and Colorado is less than the 
finest that those regions are producing, 
(And who can blame them, really, for keep¬ 
ing the best stuff close at hand?) 

Surprisingly, though, all of the new 
flavors that are cropping up and win¬ 
ning Cups out west have started to make 
the cross-country trek to NYC—formerly 
an unusual phenomenon in these parts. 
Strains like the new Girl Scout Cookies 


and the upstart Cherry Pie have been 
steadily available throughout the North¬ 
east for the better part of the year. Of 
course, our Old Faithful, a.k.a. real East 
Coast Sour Diesel, still reigns supreme as 
the taste of choice for New York stoner 
palates, with anything from the Chem line 
serving as an acceptable substitute. Even 
so, thank goodness for Cali’s willingness to 
provide such flavors as the Diesel, Guava 
Chem and, as always, the West Coast king, 
OG Kush—otherwise, this city might go 
into withdrawal. Seriously, we only smoke 
the strongest lines out here, so if you’re 
planning on sending any Jack phenos or 
plastic-smelling, hermied light-deps—save 
your time and blast ’em into dabs. 

Needless to say, the New York City and 
New England indoor scenes have reached 
epic levels, thanks to these excellent genet¬ 
ics finding their way to the Big Apple. 

And with New Jersey, Connecticut and 
Washington, DC all opening medical mari¬ 
juana dispensaries in 2013—to say nothing 
of Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine and 
Massachusetts, which have had medical 
marijuana laws in place for some time 
now—New York State shouldn’t be linger¬ 
ing too far behind. Graham Fisher 


LOS ANGELES 

The battle for ganja supremacy is 
on in California, with north versus 
south as Los Angeles anchors the 
southern half and San Francisco 
as the stronghold in the north. 

And with a majority of medical 
marijuana clinics choosing to 
carry only indoor buds, the play¬ 
ing field has started to level; even 
growers in the northernmost part 
of the state are maintaining at 
least one small indoor room for 
commercial use. 

Even so, LA has proved time and 
again that it is still the OG Kush 
capital of the world. In fact, at this 
year’s Medical Cannabis Cup in 
Los Angeles, the top five finish¬ 
ers in the indica category were 
all Kush varieties. The newest OG 
rage, known simply as the 600, is 
a pheno of the Skywalker OG and 
was developed near Hollywood 
earlier last year. (Incidentally, the 
600 took home first-place honors 
in the Indica Cup this past April in 
Denver.) 

Among LA sativas, there’s a 
new player in town known simply 
as the Tanj or Tangie—short, of 
course, for Tangerine. The Tanj 
(by Reserva Privada) took home 
first place in the Sativa Cup in LA 
last February (and was allegedly 
created, ironically enough, north 
of San Francisco). Other popular 
sativas include the Lemon-G 
and, surprisingly, the old-school 
Durban Poison, which is a par¬ 
ent of the zn<izca-dominant Girl 
Scout Cookies. The GSC is a hotly 
debated strain, with multiple 
growers claiming to have bred 
it. But the GSC’s other parent is 
said to be the fabled Cherry Pie, 
another extremely popular and 
tasty strain that is supposedly a 
hybrid of the Granddaddy Purp 
and OG Kush lines. 

The big news coming out of Cali¬ 
fornia right now, however, is the 
Marijuana Control, Legalization 
and Revenue Act of 2014 (formally 
the Cannabis & Hemp Freedom 
Act), which aims to make Cali¬ 
fornia the third state in as many 
years to fully legalize marijuana 
for recreational use. While Cali has 0 
tried this before to no avail, we’re § 

O 

confident that next year will be dif- is 

O 

ferent. Tyde Turner 'i 






Indoor growers in 
LA stack lights and 
plants close together 
for maximum yields. 







SAN FRANCISCO 

Generally, when one thinks of the Nor- 
Cal growing scene, one tends to picture 
outdoor cultivation. However, while the 
Emerald Triangle is still going strong, 
these days even the most diehard 
outdoor farmer has at least one indoor 
growroom—if for nothing else than head 
stash (though many use their indoor 
space for nurseries and commercial-sized 
grows as well). This trend speaks vol¬ 
umes about the state of things in NorCal, 
which has long prided itself as a hub for 
seasoned connoisseurs of fine cannabis. 

It takes a lot these days for an outdoor 
operation to compete with the quality of 
indoor gardens, and while some excel¬ 
lent growers up north definitely pull it 
off, many cannabis consumers know that 
with the advanced equipment, nutrients 
and clone stock available today, the qual¬ 
ity of indoor is simply better. 

However, to throw a wrench into this 
way of thinking, consider these facts: At 
the Bay Area’s High Times Medical Can¬ 
nabis Cup this past June, out of nearly 80 
flower entries across all three categories 
(■ indicas , sativas and hybrids), only two 
were grown outdoors. And of all the 
entries submitted, only one came in at 


over 20% THC in testing done by Steep 
Hill Lab—that’s right, just one. So what 
does that say about NorCal and the prog¬ 
ress of grow ops there? Well, either the 
Bay Area and all points north have taken 
a half step backwards, or else the gene 
pool has become grossly stagnant. 

Either way, we’re still eager to see 
what this year’s outdoor harvest pro¬ 
duces. Preliminary reports show that 
most farms are looking at yields well 
above average, as the summer of 13 has 
been good. And if last fall’s harvest is any 
indication, most of the US is going to 


be flooded with cheap outdoor nuggets 
starting in early December and lasting 
through the better half of 2014. The Blue 
Dream is still a popular line up north, 
not to mention every purple strain under 
the sun, including (but not limited to) 
Granddaddy Purple, Purple Urkel, Sour 
Grape and Grape Ape. Other notables 
include the legendary Strawberry Cough, 
Jack Herer, and Jack crosses such as the 
XJ-13 and Jack Frost—which, inciden¬ 
tally, would do well to stay out west, 
since these sativas aren’t quite as popu¬ 
lar On the East Coast. Nico Escondido 








Hawaii’s finest buds 
are produced in 
greenhouses and 
kept for head stash. 


HAWAII 

It’s true that Hawaii produces some 
high-quality marijuana. That’s due 
mostly to the temperate climate 
and abundant sun. But it’s also true 
that Hawaii can be a difficult place 
to grow. There are many different 
climate zones here, from desert-like 
conditions to the rainiest city in the 
nation, Hilo. The windward side 
of each island is very wet, and the 
leeward side is very dry, so each side 
presents its own challenges. 

One of the biggest factors help¬ 
ing to improve the quality of pot 
grown here is the increased and 
reliable access to overseas seeds. 
Many Hawaiian growers have been 
ordering seeds of newly developed 
powerful strains from abroad. Then, 
as these new strains adapt to the 
Hawaiian environment over several 
generations, the variety gets better 
and better, resulting in some A-plus 
product. Consequently, strains that 
were once common here, such as 
the fabled Maui Wowie, are slowly 
disappearing, while the Kush variet¬ 
ies are taking over, with a slew of 
new names rarely heard on the local 
grow scene before, such as Grimace 
and Godfather OG. The shift from 
the classic Hawaiian sativas to these 
Kush varieties is a result of grow¬ 
ers adapting to consumer demand, 
though some newer sativas like 


Super Lemon Haze are beginning to 
crop up as well. 

New regulations regarding medi¬ 
cal marijuana in Hawaii are sched¬ 
uled to go into effect in January 2015. 
The changes (which are hugely posi¬ 
tive) include increasing the amount 
of dried marijuana that a medical 
patient can possess from three to 
four ounces. The total number of 
plants allowed under the law is still 
seven, but all of them can now be 
mature plants (whereas before only 
three of the seven could be mature). 
And oversight of the program will be 
transferred from the Department of 
Safety’s Law Enforcement Division to 
the Department of Health. Legaliza¬ 
tion advocates have been in favor of 
these changes because they’re a small 
step in the right direction when it 
comes to addressing the larger issues 
of medical marijuana legislation. 

The best news we can report from 
Hawaii is that on the Big Island, 
where a lowest law-enforcement 
priority (LLEP) ballot initiative 
has been in effect for several years, 
people are able to grow up to 24 
plants on their property without 
being arrested (as long as they’re 
not breaking any other laws doing 
so). The cops might still haul the 
plants away, but no one is being sent 
to prison. And that is what we call 

“Aloha!” South Bay Ray 


MEXICO 

Mexico is emerging from a very difficult period 
of bloodshed and carnage, but this year we expe¬ 
rienced a political change of guard: back to the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), who are 
actually the old guard and were in charge when 
we were supplying a lot of good colitas to the 
American market. 

Mexico has easy-rolling drug laws—no penalty 
for the possession of 10 grams of marijuana or 
small amounts of any drug. But for the last six 
years, former President Felipe Calderon’s milita¬ 
rized War on Drugs has failed spectacularly in his 
attempt to weaken the cartels. The result was over 
80,000 narco muertos in our country over that 
span—an unbelievable and unacceptable figure. 

This six-year-long atrocity has caused severe 
lapses in the development and use of today’s 
horticultural technologies in Mexico. The grow¬ 
ers here are generally rural, indigenous farmers 
with many fewer resources than they should 
have. The seed stock is always the same, with 
no influx of genetically altered seeds (feminized 
or even hybridized). Mexicans know nothing of 
strain names like Jack Herer or Northern Lights. 



No dabs or medibles, either—and “AK-47” means 
something entirely different to stoners in Mexico. 

Each state does have its native varieties. Here 
in Oaxaca, the herb is called criollo, dark, sticky 
buds with stems and the occasional seed—but it 
only costs $100 US per pound and gets the job 
done nicely. This is the primary reason that Mexi¬ 
can growers can’t understand the need to import 
seeds at $10 each. 

Our new president, Enrique Pena Nieto, began 
his six-year term in December 2012. He is young, 
handsome and married to a beautiful soap-opera 
star—the perfect political front man to reflect the 
changing times. Indeed, former Mexican President 
Vicente Fox, in a recent High Times interview, pro¬ 
posed new ideas about state-drafted regulations 
for legalized pot. He applauded Colorado and 
Washington State and called for an end to prohibi¬ 
tion everywhere. He also mentioned our state, 
where the Association for Medical Marijuana of 
Oaxaca (AMMO) is seeking to persuade Governor 
Gabino Cue to invest in state-run, organic mari¬ 
juana laboratories. JackChastaine 
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The philosophy up here is to grow with 1,000- 
watt lights in perpetual-flower rooms, easing 
the burden come harvest time. 



MONTREAL 

Right now Canada is undergoing sig¬ 
nificant changes to its cannabis laws. 

In some provinces, such as Quebec, 
recreational use has been somewhat 
tolerated for the last few years. However, 
the unhappy changes are occurring in 
the country’s medical program. What 
was once a beacon on the global med-pot 
scene is now undergoing some compre¬ 
hensive, fundamental changes that may 
leave the program in such disarray that 
patients will inevitably suffer. 

Originally, if you had a medical-use 
license, you were allowed to grow in 
your own home or any other type of 
property, such as a commercial ware¬ 
house, provided that the electrical and 
other systems were safe and up to code. 
The government now wants to change 
all that. Instead of a largely decentral¬ 
ized system of growers, it plans to 
rely on huge, government-sanctioned 
grow ops that would supply the bulk 
of patients. The problem here is that 
the previous government grow op, 


contracted to Prairie Plant Systems, 
produced such terrible cannabis that 
patients couldn’t use it. 

This new system would be a real 
shame, as the gardens in Canada are 
among the most professional and effi¬ 
cient in the world. The philosophy up 
here is to grow with 1,000-watt lights in 
perpetual-flower rooms, easing the bur¬ 
den come harvest time. Growers here 
also prefer to use massive round pots, as 
they tend to grow “sea of green” (SOG) 
style, eliminating all those pesky lower 
branches. One of the nicest gardens I’ve 
seen was able to produce 20 pounds a 
week! 

The main strain being grown here 
is a Quebec specialty known as the 
Jean Guy, a remarkable hybrid situated 
almost exactly in the middle of the spec¬ 
trum between a sativa and an indica. 
The Purple Kush remains another popu¬ 
lar variety: This dense and compact 
strain, which originated in Vancouver, 
has a potent high and an incredible, 
pungent aroma. Harry Resin 


Because Belgians are allowed one plant 
per person, they grow them big. 



ANTWERP, RELGIUM 

This tiny country sandwiched between 
France and the Netherlands has slowly 
made progress in the last few years 
thanks to two organizations, Encod and 
Trekt Uw Plant (which means “Pick Your 
Plant” in Flemish). These two groups 
have been pushing the limits of what is 
possible under Belgian law. 

At the moment, you are legally 
allowed to have one plant or four grams 
of cannabis. By sticking to the one-plant 
rule, Trekt Uw Plant has increased the 
personal allowance to around 20 grams— 
in essence one full plant per person. 

The organization works as a social club, 
similar to the model being used in Spain. 
After paying a membership fee, you are 
admitted to the club. The plant costs 
€140, which works out to about $9 per 
gram. The most popular strains at the 
moment are White Russian (from Serious 
Seeds) and Amnesia Haze. 

A few other cities in Belgium have 
adopted this model and started social 
clubs, and there are also pockets of home 
growers using tents or working with 
auto-flowering plants in outdoor gardens. 
Some of the strains being grown are the 
White x Massachusetts Super Skunk, 
Romulan and Jack-onesia (from Karma 
Genetics). The indoor growers usually 
use a single 600-watt lamp for anywhere 
from two to four plants. Also, the prefer¬ 
ence is for fewer plants in bigger pots, 
thereby improving the airflow through¬ 
out the grow. Outside of the regulated 
social clubs, the average price has been 
high due to the scarcity of good bud. The 
price per gram fluctuates between €12 
and €14, or about $14 to $16. Harry Resin 
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Many Lebanese families 
have grown cannabis for 


hashish for centuries. 



SPAIN 

Spain is a wonderful place to be a pot- 
head! The climate is amazing, the food 
and wine are incredible, and the police 
can’t be bothered to harass smokers 
and growers. Spain’s favorable privacy 
laws require a complaint to the cops 
before they are prompted to investigate 
a crime—and nobody here complains 
to the police about cannabis use. The 
people have a general mistrust for 
authority, and therefore live a life free 
from unreasonable interference. 

The basis for the marijuana scene in 
Spain is the private cannabis social club, 
a members-only outfit that grows its 
own pot. These places can range from 
cozy clubhouses to elaborate facilities. 



The clubs tend to reflect regional influ¬ 
ences: In the northern Basque region, 
they are informal meeting places where 
the famous cured hams are shared with 
bread and wine. In Madrid and Bar¬ 
celona, they can be quite fancy, with 
multiple levels of clean, well-appointed 
rooms, including framed artworks. 

I recently had a chance to visit a 
couple of private clubs in Barcelona. The 
first, called Sibaritas, serves an older 
connoisseur clientele with quality buds 
and hash in a comfortable environment. 
Down the street, a club called Roots 
Poblenou draws a younger crowd with 
some music and pool tables in addition 
to top-quality cannabis. 

My favorite destination in Barcelona, 
however, was the newly created Hash, 
Marijuana and Hemp Museum, a sister 
to the original one in Amsterdam. Here, 
Sensi Seeds proprietor Ben Dronkers has 
amassed a treasure trove of cannabis- 
related materials, including some of 
the oldest marijuana artifacts I’ve ever 
seen. Ancient pipes, pharmaceutical 
pot bottles and even a couple of actual 
Picasso paintings fill out the museum, 
which I would call a must-see spot for 
anyone interested in marijuana history. 

Danny Danko 


LEBANON 

Cannabis farming in the Baalbeck region 
of Lebanon is an ancient practice that 
dates back to the beginnings of recorded 
history. These days, the farmers don’t 
usually process the plants themselves, 
instead choosing to sell their crop to 
drug lords for a relatively small return. 
They do not earn much more per hectare 
than they would with other crops, but 
they resort to cannabis because they 
don’t have to buy seeds, invest in irriga¬ 
tion or pay for fertilizers, since the plant 
is indigenous to the region and grows 
without care or watering. The drug lords 
then process the leaves into paste or oil. 
These gangs are usually affiliated with 
contraband networks, as well as the 
more extravagant gun battles and kid¬ 
nappings associated with the drug trade 
in the region. 

At the lower end of the trade, you have 
farmers cultivating and selling the crop to 
earn a subsistence living. However, these 
farmers are fiercely protective of their 
fields and are often willing to use force to 
protect them from state intervention. In 
2012, armed farmers fought off bulldozers 
sent to destroy the illegal plantations. A 
ceasefire was called only after government 
ministers promised financial compensa¬ 
tion to the farmers—funds that never 
arrived. As a result of the Lebanese gov¬ 
ernment’s inability to compensate them, 
there is now a temporary block on the 
destruction of cannabis farms. 

Once these farmers have harvested 
and sold their crop, it is processed by 
locals, who then resell it to traders or on 
the local market. This part of the trade is 
controlled by a number of tribal families. 
The drug lords, who have contact with 
international networks and export the 


drug, are also generally members of 
tribal families; however, their power is 
derived from an alliance with the forces 
dominating the political scene. Accord¬ 
ing to sources close to the trade, the 
smuggling routes these days are con¬ 
trolled by Hezbollah, a militant Shiite 
political party supported by Iran. With 
the tightening of US sanctions on Iran, 
the money flowing to Hezbollah has been 
reduced, and as a result drug smuggling 
has become a much-needed source of 
funds. 

Some of the recent political develop¬ 
ments in Lebanon are linked to the drug 
trade. According to local sources, the 
clashes between Hezbollah and Leba¬ 
nese security forces headed by Ashraf 
Rifi were triggered by losses of revenue 
caused by government clampdowns. 

Most traditional smuggling routes go 
through the Arsal Jur, which is a moun¬ 
tainous border area that slopes down 
into Syrian territory. Arsal Sunni families 
work together with Shiite tribal fami¬ 
lies along these smuggling routes, and 
according to sources, many of the recent 
flare-ups have been caused by deals that 
have gone bad due to the worsening situ¬ 
ation in Syria. 

On the ground, things are also getting 
worse for the casual smoker: Prices have 
increased on average by 50 percent a 
year over the last three years, meaning 
that 100 grams these days will set you 
back around $500, with prices sure to 
continue rising. “They have arrested 
160 smokers and dealers in the last 
few weeks,” said one resident of Beirut. 
“We can’t get smoke anywhere now—it 
is becoming really hard to find, very 
expensive to buy, and dangerous for us to 
locate.” OzKaterji 
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AMSTERDAM 

Amsterdam remains the number-one mari¬ 
juana destination in the world, as the legisla¬ 
tion that threatened to keep tourists out of the 
coffeeshops has failed. I repeat: Tourists are 
still welcome to purchase and consume can¬ 
nabis and hashish in Amsterdam’s coffeeshops, 
and that’s not going to change anytime soon. 
The unique and storied culture of ordering 
your pot from a menu and then smoking it at 
your table with a nice cup of tea, coffee or juice 
lives on, and it’s every marijuana connoisseur’s 
duty to experience it at least once. 

Coffeeshops of note always include the 
Green House, Barney’s, De Dampkring, the 
Green Place and Grey Area, but some new 
shops have been stepping up their game as 
well. Prix D’Ami is a multi-story megashop with 
pool tables, lounging areas, and some great 
cannabis and hash on the menu, including 
many strains from Big Buddha Seeds. Voyagers 
is just steps from Central Station and caters to 
the true pot aficionado. Some shops, such as 
the Bushdocter and Resin, are even offering 
dabs of hash oil (albeit quite expensively). 

This year’s 26th Annual Cannabis Cup in 
Amsterdam will mark the start of the event’s 
second quarter-century of existence, and plans 
are in the making for an epic celebration. Hope 
to see you there this November! Danny Danko 


Bluebird Coffeeshop 
is known for its 
extensive menu of 
exotic marijuana and 
hashish. 
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I t’s no secret that 
dabbing is all 
the rage these 
days—but with 
news reports of 
butane-related explo¬ 
sions on the rise, it’s no 
wonder why we here at 
High Times frequently 


and fervently stress 
that “blasting” at home is far too dangerous to be attempted by 
amateurs, and that making BHO should be left to professional 
extract artists with the knowledge and equipment to do it safely and 
properly. So, in order to illustrate the difference, we visited two of 
Colorado’s top cannabis-extraction facilities—Pink House Labs and 
Top Shelf Extracts—to show you how the pros make BHO. 

One such pro is Daniel de Sailles, the owner of Top Shelf. Origi¬ 
nally from California’s San Fernando Valley, de Sailles has been 
working in the cannabis industry his entire adult life. 

“As soon as medical marijuana was legal in Cali, I started work¬ 
ing in dispensaries and ended up managing a couple,” he tells me. 

In 2007, he started getting into concentrates. “I got to meet a lot of 
the real pros, and they taught me some tricks—but I was living in 
an apartment at the time, so I wasn’t able to do all the work. Then, 
in early 2008,1 was offered a job to start a concentrate division for 
Broadway Wellness and moved out to Denver.” 


OompaLoompa Goo-ba-dee 
Goo... we've got a killer story 
for you! Senior editor Bobby 
Black cashes in his golden 
ticket for an exclusive-behind- 
the-scenes-tour of Denver’s 
biggest dab labs. And while 
they may not have honey- 
oil waterfalls or shrubbery 
made of shatter, they’re most 
impressive nonetheless. Come 
and see... and you’ll be ...in a 
world of herbal concentration! 


Story & Photos by Bobby Black 
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There's no earthly way of knowing 
Which extraction we are smoking. 
There’s no knowing what we’re toking 
Or which flowers they were blowing. 
Is it shatter? Are you joking? 

Is the hand-torch flame a-glowing? 
Not a speck of mold is showing 
On the flowers they are growing. 

Are the domeless nails a-glowing? 

Is the butane gas a-flowing? 

Yes! The danger must be growing, 

For the dabbers keep on toking. 

And they’re certainly not showing... 
Any signs that they are choking! 


company Incredibles, Top Shelf employs 
eight people and processes around three 
to four pounds of finished product each 
week—just under a pound a day. 

“A pound a day? I can run a pound in 
about an hour,” boasts Derek Cumings, 
head of Pink House Labs—quite possibly 
the largest, most sophisticated solvent- 
based extraction facility in the country 
Like Top Shelf, Pink House also took 
home a few trophies at the 2013 Denver 
Cup: they won first place for Best Solvent¬ 
less Hash and tied for first in the Patient’s 
Choice Cup. Unlike Top Shelf, however, 
Pink House operates on a significantly 
larger scale: Taking in around $4 million 
annually, they have 80 employees staffing 
their seven retail locations (servicing 
around 100 patients per day) and five 
production facilities, of which this butane 
extraction lab managed by Cumings is the 
most recent. A lifelong Coloradoan, Cum¬ 
ings got involved in the cannabis industry 
at the age of 25, while treating the severe 
pain he suffered as the result of degenera¬ 
tive disc disease and sciatica. 

“The doctors gave me 20 to 25 pills a 
day—morphine, Dilaudid, Valium, Norco, 


Vicodin, anti-nausea medicine ... I was 
on the couch not wanting to do anything, 
just a drooling wreck. I didn’t see that as a 
permanent solution,” Cumings recalls. 

His life was changed, however, when 
he began using a cannabis tincture given 
to him by a friend. He experienced such 
excellent results that he began making 
edibles and concentrates for himself—and, 
eventually, for others as well. 

“I thought it would be selfish to have 
that knowledge and not do anything with 
it,” Cumings says. “I felt I had a responsi¬ 
bility to give back.” 

He began selling edibles to the hand¬ 
ful of dispensaries that had opened in 
Colorado, eventually opening one of his 
own—In Harmony Wellness—with partner 
Tina Valente in early 2009. Unfortunately, 
when Fort Collins enacted a dispensary 
ban, he was forced to return to working 
for other dispensaries, many of which 
didn’t share his sense of ethics. “I saw a 
lot of people that believed it could make 
them money, but not a lot of people that 
really understood the plant,” he says. 

After two years of “several different foul 
situations,” Cumings asked one of Pink 


That proved a prescient decision for 
both parties: In April 2011, de Sailles 
snared Broadway Wellness second place 
for Best Concentrate at our 2011 Denver 
Medical Cannabis Cup. By the time the 
2012 Denver Cup rolled around, he had 
formed his own concentrate company 
(Top Shelf) and wound up taking home 
first place in the category. Top Shelf 
currently runs extractions for some 25 
different clients, who hire the company 
on a freelance basis—meaning that the 
type of concentrate Top Shelf produces 
depends on the particular client. Located 
in the back corner of an industrial 
kitchen that it shares with medible 


The Pink House Labs staff (Cumings at far right) 
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House’s owners, Elliott Klug, if he had 
any positions open, and Klug put him in 
charge of the company’s new Marijuana 
Infused Product Facility. Cumings took 
over the MIPF division in August 2012; 
four months later, Pink House opened this 
$100,000 state-of-the-art new lab. 

“This is the first time I’ve seen a facility 
that is completely dedicated to perfect¬ 
ing the craft of cannabis concentrates,” 
Cumings says. “We’re trying to transform 
extraction from an art into more of a 
reputable science.” 

Whether viewed as an art or a science, 
the first rule of extraction is that the qual¬ 
ity of any concentrate depends mostly on 
the raw material provided. Since running 
whole buds is far more costly, the major¬ 
ity of BHO is typically made from trim. 

“Usually, if we get buds, there’s 
something wrong with them,” de Sadies 
acknowledges. “They were burned with 
heat, seeded, hermied out or got picked 
early. Premature buds make pretty oil, 
but they have a kind of weird celery/veg¬ 
etable flavor.” 

The plant material used affects not 
only the quality of the resulting concen¬ 
trate, but the quantity as well. High- 
quality trim generates around 10 percent 
of the starting weight, or about 10 to 15 
grams of BHO per tube. With bud, it’s 
close to double that amount. 

Other than a few significant differ¬ 
ences, the methodology utilized by both 
labs is basically the same. Over at Pink 
House, my walk-through begins: First, 
dried and cured flowers are brought in 
from one of the company’s facilities and 
stored in the lab’s concrete-reinforced 
bank vault, where the bud is kept in the 
dark until it’s time to start a run. Then 
a lab worksheet is filled out designating 
what strain or blend will be used (let’s 
say Snozzberry Cough). Next, the flowers 
are ground up (a medium to fine grind) 
and packed tightly into clean Pyrex glass 
tubes, the ends of which are sealed with 
coffee filters and zip ties or pipe clamps. 
The tubes are then frozen in order to 
facilitate a cleaner run. Ideally, the mate¬ 
rial should be from -30°F to -50°F. 

“Basically, the colder your product pro¬ 
cesses—whether you’re doing a butane 
extraction or an isopropyl 
wash—the less nondesirable 
plant material you’re going to 
strip into that extraction,” 
Cumings explains. “If you 
do it at a warmer tempera¬ 
ture, you’re going to end up 
pulling more of the green 
K chlorophyll.” 




“We don’t freeze until right before we 
run it, because we have to get it really 
dry,” de Sailles offers. “If you don’t get it 
down below around 5 percent moisture, 
there’s a real chance it’ll auto-budder.” 

Like most extraction facilities, Top 
Shelf uses dry ice to get its tubes down 
to the desired temperature. Pink House, 
however, has upped the ante by purchas¬ 
ing a cryogenic freezer. 

“Dry ice works great, but it’s not as 
quick as this,” Cumings says. “I can pull 
something to negative-50°F in about 45 
minutes.” 

Once the proper temperature is 
reached, the tubes are taken outside for 
blasting. After a good deal of experimen¬ 
tation, Cumings prefers using a closed 
system, but in the open position—citing 
technological problems with removing 
any foreign material that gets into the 
closed-loop extractors currently avail¬ 
able. “There are companies out there that 
have almost got it. We’ve been working 
on plans for our own extraction system 


that will hopefully address some of these 
concerns.” 

Top Shelf, on the other hand, blasts 
using a standard open-tube system and 
a 120-pound tank of industrial rz-butane. 
“It’s the cleanest solvent we can buy,” 
de Sailles assures me. “It’s also very 
selective—it pulls out the good stuff and 
leaves behind the bad stuff. When it 
comes out of the tank and into the tube, 
we keep it pressurized so you get better 
flow-through.” 

The liquid butane runs through the 
tube, pulling out all of the plants’ essential 
oils, then drips through the coffee filter 
fastened around the bottom and gathers 
in a flat Pyrex dish floating in a pan of hot 
water below. In case there’s a spark, the 
tank is also equipped with a vapor lock. 

As soon as the butane turns into vapor, 
the pressure-control valve locks up so that 
the tank can’t ignite. 

“With smaller tanks, there’s more pres¬ 
sure, so it takes about a minute and a half 
for it to come out,” de Sailles says. “With 
this bigger tank, it takes about double the 
time because there’s less pressure, but the 
quality is still great.” 

Sometimes a tube will be processed a 
second time for food-grade oil to be used 
in edibles. When the run is done, the 
plant matter is discarded in dumpsters set 
up by the state and the dish is set aside 
to allow the butane to evaporate, which 
is dispersed using special fans. The water 
in the pan must be kept at approximately 
110°F to 115°F—just hot enough to boil 
away the butane without burning the 
extract—for about 15 to 30 minutes. After 
that, it’s ready to be transferred to one 
of Top Shelf’s two Across International 
vacuum ovens for its main purge. 

First, the dish is placed in the small 
oven set to 45°C (approximately 115°F) 
for 20 to 40 minutes, where the heat and 
pressure pop any bubbles and siphon 
out most of the butane, causing the oil to 
muffin up like a souffle. Next, the purged 
extract is scraped out, put on a sheet 
of parchment, transferred to the larger, 
slightly cooler oven (around 40°C) and 
slow-purged a second time for about 48 
hours. The total purge time depends on 
several factors: the temperature and pres¬ 
sure of the oven, the cannabis strain used 
(let’s call this one Everlasting Globstop- 
per), and the amount of patience on the 
part of those doing the extraction. 

At Pink House, Cumings sometimes 
leaves a run in the oven for up to a week 
and a half. For the main purge, they 
scrape up the extract with scientific-grade 
stainless steel blades and place it on a 
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silicone mat (e.g. an Oil Slick Pad or Dab 
Mat) and into one of Pink House’s five 
vacuum ovens (depending on the desired 
pressure for that particular run). Every 
vacuum pump—including the kind used 
to clean rugs—has two ratings: its ulti¬ 
mate vacuum (or suction power), which 
is measured in microns (pm), and its flow 
rate (or air speed), which is measured in 
cubic feet per minute (cfm). Pink House 
has a variety of different pumps, including 
an oil-free Rocker 600. 

“If any solvent comes through the line, 
it will end up getting trapped in here,” 
Cumings says. “And if it doesn’t, there are 
actually two little filter ports that exhaust 
the solvent out.” 

Pink House also has a secret weapon: a 
$20,000 turbo molecular vacuum pump, 
with a force of 57 cfm and an ultimate 
vac capability of just 1 pm—capable of 
achieving 99.999 percent vacuum. “On 
this small oven with 10 cfm, it takes 40 
minutes to achieve its lowest vacuum,” 
Cumings explains. “With the turbo 
molecular pump, we can do it in about 
three minutes.” 

Since cannabinoids are extremely 
photosensitive, the windows on the oven 
doors are kept covered to prevent the 
extract from losing potency and darken¬ 
ing in color. “If you’re trying to avoid bud- 
der, you want to be consistent with your 
temperatures,” Cumings says. “I don’t like 
to go any hotter than 113 degrees, because 
you have volatile terpenes in there. As 
soon as they begin to warm up, they can 
become activated and begin nucleation.” 

Nucleation is the process whereby a 
substance undergoes a change in struc¬ 
ture, which is triggered around certain 
focal points known as nuclei. There are 
two kinds of nucleation: homogenous 
nucleation, which occurs due to changes 
in pressure or temperature, and het¬ 
erogeneous nucleation, which occurs in 
response to foreign nuclei (such as dust 
particles). 

When the main purge is complete, the 
oven is depressurized and the extract is 
taken to an inspection table (an X-ray 
light box). There, it’s examined under a 
loupe for any contaminants that may have 
gotten into it (and could cause hetero¬ 
geneous nucleation), which are then 
removed using a pick. 

When an extract nucleates homoge¬ 
nously, it’s known as auto-buddering. One 
way to help guard against auto-buddering 
is by washing or “winterizing” the extract. 
As an independent contractor, Top Shelf 
only does washes if requested by the 
client. While Pink House’s concentrates 



are strictly proprietary, they 
too winterize on a case-by¬ 
case basis: Some runs that its 
extraction-sawy professionals 
know contain high levels of 
fats or lipids might get winter¬ 
ized right off the bat; other times, they’ll 
wait and see. 

“I’m not against budder as much as 
I’m against an inconsistent product,” 
Cumings says. “If you want to put out 
budder, put out budder—but don’t put 
out shatter that turns into budder. Still, I 
would rather see something auto-budder 
for some reason than somebody whip¬ 
ping it—because if you’re not cleaning it 
first and you whip it, you are probably 
trapping solvent bubbles that will never 
make it out.” 

“Purity isn’t necessarily quality,” de 
Sailles cautions. “If you get to 90 percent 
purity with THC, it’s going to be flavorless 
... you’ll be missing a lot of the terpenes, 
which actually affect how high you get, 
because they determine how much of the 
THC your body uptakes.” 

Cumings agrees: “Terpenes and 


flavinoids are the getaway driver for THC. 
If it were just about THC, we would all be 
smoking Marinol. You need a combina¬ 
tion of all those things.” 

For Pink House’s washes, Cumings has 
been experimenting with the 195-proof 
organic grape ethanol they use for tinc¬ 
tures rather than the standard isopropyl 
alcohol or Everclear grain alcohol. “We’re 
trying to use all the finest ingredients,” 
he states, indicating the ethanol. “This 
costs me $250 a gallon, but it’s super¬ 
clean and a little grapey. You can smell 
the essence in there.” 

The extract is dissolved into this sec¬ 
ondary solvent, and the solution is placed 
in a beaker and frozen in the cryogenic 
chamber. When it comes out, it’s poured 
into a funnel through a laboratory-grade 
filter to recapture as much of that costly 
ethanol as possible. Then it’s transferred 
into smaller Pyrex dishes for processing. 

“Once you’ve got more than 40 or 50 
grams in a dish, it changes how it han¬ 
dles,” de Sailles observes. “So it’s easier to 
do it in smaller batches.” 

“A lot of this stuff we do, you can’t 
portion it up properly,” Cumings 
elaborates. “It’s like with growing: 
When you do a basement grow, you 
can’t then go into a warehouse 
and just multiply it by 50 ... you 
have to change everything. It’s the 
opposite with this stuff; we have 
to figure out how to scale up the 
small batches, like a craft brewery. 
We’ll make 50 small batches at once, 
as opposed to making one big batch 
and screwing everything up or 
altering the product. 

“Then we take those small 
batches and stretch them out,” Cum¬ 
ings continues. “Surface area is the key 
to everything—we’re trying to get these 
as flat as possible. Steven [Lewis, the 
lab’s top Abstractionist (Isopropyl Hash 
Extractor)] has perfected a technique 
where he can get the maximum amount 
of surface area.” 

With so many different techniques 
and so much bad information out 
there, having tested methodologies and 
accurate information is essential for the 
progress of the industry. But while some 
extract artists share their knowledge 
freely online, the really good ones often 
guard what they’ve learned to maintain 
a competitive edge. Cumings seems to 
fall somewhere in between. 

“I’m all for the Kumbaya moment of 
wanting to help everybody learn to the 
point where they’re not killing them¬ 
selves,” he says. “But it’s no secret that 
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this is a for-profit business—and frankly, 
it’s not my responsibility to teach you 
what I’ve literally spent hundreds of 
hours researching. Plus I’m still learning 
myself, and I never want to have on my 
conscience some jackass watching my 
video and then blowing up.” 

After the extract has been winter¬ 
ized and filtered, it goes back into an 
evaporation chamber, where it’s kept at 
about 90°F until it’s fully dehydrated 
and any residual alcohol has been vacu¬ 
umed out. When it’s completely dry, it’s 
given one more quick pass in the vac 
oven (a third purge) and voila—we have 
Snozzberry Shatter. 

Over at Top Shelf, each batch is sub¬ 
jected to a test burn before any product is 
sent out. “You heat up a titanium nail, put 
a dab on there and just listen,” de Sailles 
says. “It’ll tell you everything you need to 
know. If you see jumpers popping off, or 
if it crackles at all, then it’s not clean yet.” 
In that case, it’s returned to the oven for 
another purge; luckily, this Globstopper 
Goo is clean and ready for packaging. 

Back at Pink House, we’re off to the 
packaging room, where our newly made 
Snozzberry Shatter is weighed out on 
state-certified scales. The run is marked 
with its final weight, the strain used, the 



From top: Snozzberry Shatter is placed on parch¬ 
ment paper; Some of Pink House’s Rare Dankess #3 
BHO packaged for distribution. 


date and the initials of whoever 
processed it. Then it’s broken 
down into half-gram increments 
and wrapped in small pieces of 
unbleached parchment paper, 
which de Sailles and Cumings 
both feel is safer than plastic 
containers. 


“A lot of people dab straight out of 
their plastic containers, and if you clean 
out those containers after the product 
is gone, you’ll see the scar marks from 
sticking the hot dabber in there,” Cum¬ 
ings observes. “My concern is that if 
you’re melting the acrylic, it’s going to be 
off-gassing into your product.” 

With the Snozzberry Shatter and 
Globstopper Goo produced, purged 
and packaged, my adventure in these 
waxy wonderlands has drawn to a close. 
Though my tour didn’t end with a glass 
elevator shattering through the roof and 
soaring out across the sky, it did end 
with some scrumdiddlyumptious shatter, 
a smoke-filled glass chamber, and me 
soaring pretty high. And while these two 
“daboratories” may differ somewhat in 
their scale and methods, they share the 
same dedication to their craft and the 
same desire to create clean, safe, effective 
and enjoyable extracts. 

“We have a responsibility to put 
out a consistent product, both in 
quality and quantity, for the people 
who need this as medicine,” Cumings 
affirms. “That’s the most important 
thing.” 

Now that’s something even Willy 
Wonka can tip his top hat to. 


Go behind the 
scenes at the 
dab factories: 
hightimes.com/ 
dabfactory 
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Serious 6 

Serious Seeds 

After 20 years of selling just five 
superlative strains, Serious Seeds has 
finally added a new variety to their 
roster. Breeder Simon worked for over 
a decade to produce and refine the 
incredible selection known as Serious 
6, a flavorful and cerebral sativa. He 
tamed an African landrace with an 
undisclosed Canadian strain to stabi¬ 
lize some of the more extreme sativa 
characteristics and produced a mold- 
resistant outdoor strain that finishes 
by the end of September in Holland. 

Be sure not to overfertilize the Seri¬ 
ous 6, as the leaves will brown up and 
fry at the first sign of too many nutes. 
Farmers really enjoy the bright pink, 
pistils and high calyx-to-leaf ratio, and 
smokers appreciate the hints of citrtf?f 
and anise as well as the very cerebral 
high. Bottom line? Serious 6 turns ,/ 
out to be well worth the wait, so grab 
some seeds and get growing. 

Flowering time: 8 to 9 weeks 
Lineage: African sativa landrace x unknown 
Canadian variety 'v 

seriousseeds.com — - 



64 Top 10 Strains of 2013 


High Times December 2013 



Loud Scout 

Loud Seeds 

On the heels of last year’s Top 10 Strains 
showing for the famous Girl Scout Cookies 
comes a new hybrid from Loud Seeds with 
a ridiculously high potency level. Loud 
Scout, a cross of the aforementioned Girl 
Scout Cookies and Platinum OG Kush, lab- 
tests in the mid-20% THC range and is a 
great yielder to boot. 

Loud Scout really hit the radar when 
she took hrst place in the hybrids category 
at the 2012 Cannabis Cup in Amsterdam. 
Judges loved her herbal-tea scent with hints 
of cherry on the inhale, but the strength of 
her high is what truly won over seasoned 
pot aficionados. Farmers should ensure 
proper growing conditions, as any fluctua¬ 
tions or issues with heat or pests will cause 
her to stretch and produce smaller buds. 
Despite being a little finicky, Loud Scout 
will reward patient cultivators with a super- 
stony harvest of sweet nuggets. 

Flowering time: 9 to 10 weeks 

Lineage: Girl Scout Cookies x Platinum OG Kush 

loudseeds.com 



Sour Chiesel 

Big Buddha Seeds 

It’s about time somebody combined the 
flavors of New York City’s finest and the UK’s 
pride and joy, and who better to do it than 
Mr. Big Buddha himself? Using a male NYC 
Diesel from Soma, breeder Milo pollinated his 
legendary Cup-winning Cheese strain to pro¬ 
duce Sour Chiesel, a bold and beautiful new 
entry on the cannabis scene. The blending of 
the grapefruit-tinged male and the pungent, 
old-school Afghani female resulted in a spicy 
concoction sure to please the palate. 

Sour Chiesel places slightly on the sativa 
side of the hybrid scale, so she’ll stretch a 
bit before settling into her flowering time. 
The buds fill out nicely, however, and the 
unique flavor and distinctly long-lasting 
and uplifting high make this a connoisseur’s 
dream come true. Also, hash made from Sour 
Chiesel delights the senses, with complex, 
incense-like flavors on the inhale and subtle, 
fruity notes upon breathing out. 

Flowering time: 8 to 10 weeks 

Lineage: Soma NYC Diesel x Big Buddha Cheese 

bigbuddhaseeds.com 



Dreamweaver 

MTG Seeds 

This relatively new seed bank has been busy 
of late building a strong reputation for stable, 
elite genetics that boast effective resistance 
to mildew and mold (so important when 
growing in MTG’s Northern California climate 
and many other places). The safz'm-dominant 
Dreamweaver is a sight to behold: Pink and 
lavender calyxes and pistils abound through¬ 
out, and the growing plants shine brightly like 
diamonds from the many swollen gland heads. 

MTG backcrossed the Alpha Blue (Blue 
Dream x Sour Diesel), the second-place winner s 
in our 2011 Denver Medical Cannabis Cup, with < 
the original, legendary NorCal Blue Dream to I 
create Dreamweaver. The sativa traits are at | 

O 

the forefront of this selection, which grows long £ 
and lanky early on but ultimately fills out into § 

u 

dense and flavor-filled nuggets sure to please s 
the discerning puffer. And heads love the hash | 
made from Dreamweaver, as it retains the 5 
intoxicating perfume of the growing plant. £ 
Flowering time: 10 to 11 weeks § 

Lineage: Blue Dream x Alpha Blue | 

z 

mtgseeds.com 2 
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Rockstar 

Bonguru Seeds 

The secret that some British Columbia 
growers have been keeping to themselves 
is now known around the world: Ever since 
Rockstar won second place in the hybrids 
category at the 2012 High Times Cannabis 
Cup, people are hip to this indica -dominant 
Vancouver staple that is perfect for growing 
“sea of green” (SOG) style. The dense branch¬ 
ing, typically wide fan leaves and high calyx- 
to-leaf ratio make this plant easy to grow and 
easy to manicure during harvest. 

Rockstar is also somewhat of a low-odor 
strain for growers in tight situations looking 
for a plant that won’t announce its presence 
to their neighbors. The typical indica high is 
great for medical patients seeking to soothe 
body pains. Hash made from Rockstar abso¬ 
lutely oozes with sticky resin, with a musky, 
spicy sandalwood flavor that leaves an appeal¬ 
ing aroma lingering in the room. 

Flowering time: 9 to 10 weeks 

Lineage: Paradise Seeds Sensi Star x Soma Sacred 

Seeds Rockbud 

bonguruseeds.com 


ChemFire 

BC Bud Depot 

The signature taste and scent of the leg¬ 
endary Chemdog strains have captivated 
growers and smokers for the last decade, 
but it’s the ridiculous potency level that 
truly sets them on a higher level. (Some 
even complain they’re too strong!) Matt 
from BC Bud Depot sprinkled the original 
Chem D clone-only cut with the pollen 
from a Fire OG stud, then picked and 
chose from the offspring to develop and 
refine the Chem Fire. 

Retaining the diesel-fuel odor and 
greasy nug profile of its parents, yet with 
a bud structure that surpasses the yields 
of both, the taste of Chem Fire stays on 
the tongue long after smoking. The high 
lasts hours as well, benefiting medi¬ 
cal patients seeking relief from pain or 
insomnia. The buds from this hybrid grow 
super dense, so avoid foliar feeding dur¬ 
ing the flowering stage. 

Flowering time: 9 to 10 weeks 
Lineage: Chem D x Fire OG Kush BX3 
bcbuddepot.com 


Darkstar 

T.H.Seeds 

Twenty years after starting their celebrated 
seed bank, Doug and Adam of T.H.Seeds are 
still innovating, combining classic cannabis 
genetics with potent new material. Their lat¬ 
est variety, Darkstar, was featured in our June 
2013 “Strongest Strains on Earth” feature after 
testing at a whopping 22% THC at the 2012 
Cannabis Cup in Amsterdam. This strain does 
not sacrifice flavor for potency, however, pro¬ 
viding a taste of the Hindu Kush region from 
which it originated—spicy and robust, with 
the thick smoke characteristic of its heritage. 

This almost pure indica actually flowers 
a bit longer than most indicas but amply 
repays the extra fortnight. The easy-to-trim 
Darkstar keeps a low profile, growing short 
but thick branches of dense, fragrant buds. 
Medical users seeking appetite enhancement 
report strong cases of the munchies from 
Darkstar, which is available in regular or 
feminized seed form. 

Flowering time: 10 weeks 

Lineage: Purple Kush [Hindu Kush x Purple Afghani] 
x Mazar-i-Sharif 

thseeds.com 
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Freedom 35 

Dr. Greenthumb Seeds 
Named for a pot-growing operation con¬ 
ceived by Julian of the Trailer Park Boys, 
the strain called Freedom 35 has several 
unique characteristics. Imagine the benefits 
of combining almost no stretching period 
with an impossibly short flowering time, 
and you’ll realize what makes this plant so 
special. Vegetate Freedom 35 to the height 
you want and then switch to flowering— 
with virtually no stretching period, your 
plant will stay close to the size it was when 
you flipped the switch, filling out quickly 
into thick, solid colas. 

Feminized Freedom 35 was made 
popular in the Canadian wilderness, where 
it finishes long before thieves and frost 
can do their worst. The result is a potent 
yield of heady colas with a subtle sweetness 
backed by flavor notes of caramel. Hash 
made from this strain delivers a high that 
is almost psychedelic for the first short 
burst immediately after smoking, before 
mellowing out into a nice, spacey buzz. 
Flowering time: 5 to 6 weeks 
Lineage: Iranian indica 
drgreenthumb.com 


Dinachem 

Dinafem Seeds 

In a collaboration we’ve been waiting a long 
time to come to fruition, Dinafem Seeds 
and the original Chemdog combined forces 
to unleash Dinachem, a feminized hybrid 
from the famed clone-only line of elite Chem 
genetics. The original Chemdog ’91 clone 
was sprinkled with Guava Chem pollen 
to revive the inherent potency and flavor, 
which seemed to have been a bit lost over 
time. After a careful selection process over 
many generations, the result is a feminized 
version that stays short and stocky, yielding 
greasy colas covered in glistening trichomes. 

Smokers have long touted the effects 
of Chem strains, and Dinachem certainly 
doesn’t disappoint. Devastatingly potent, 
with a strong, lemony diesel-fuel taste 
accompanied by hints of pine and licorice, 
this is a mouthwatering flavor bomb with 
a medicinal high that lasts and lasts. The 
partnership has indeed flourished, so look 
out for more Dinafem/Chemdog releases 
in 2014. 

Flowering time: 8 to 9 weeks 
Lineage: Guava Chem x Chemdog ’91 

dinafem.org 


Tangie 

DNA Genetics 

Southern Cali tokers will remember a strain 
called Tangerine Dream from the mid-’90s— 
even B-Real of Cypress Hill speaks of it 
fondly. Most say it was Cali-0 x Skunk, and 
it had a distinct citrus scent and flavor that 
have never been duplicated—until now. The 
expert breeders from DNA Genetics, Don 
and Aaron, crossed the clone-only Tangie 
with their bud-heavy Crocket’s Selection to 
build the basis for what would become their 
award-winning Tangie. 

This is a safzm-dominant plant that 
stretches all the way through the fifth week 
of flowering. If you resist overfeeding, you’ll 
be rewarded with some of the tastiest and 
most powerful smoke on earth. The smell of 
ripe tangerines overpowers in any growroom 
filled with this strain, particularly once the 
buds are harvested and drying. Of special 
note: Concentrates made using Tangie—both 
solventless and otherwise—have dominated 
every Cup they’ve been entered in due to the 
unique bouquet and hard-hitting high. 
Flowering time: 9 to 10 weeks 
Lineage: Clone-only Tangie x Crocket’s Selection 
dnagenetics.com %r 


Bonus! 


Our cover girl Silver Shaman makes her High Times debut! 



Top 10 Plus One More Bonus Strain! 

Once we saw and smoked our beautiful cover girl Silver Shaman, we simply had to include 
her on our list. Shaman from Dutch Passion was crossed with TGA Genetics’ Deep Purple to 
produce something completely unexpected. Both parent strains are dark purple varieties, 
yet their offspring boasts light green buds with bright red hair, and only the fan leaves 
retained the lavender coloring of its inheritance. Medicinal users tout the saf/Va-dominant 
traits of this hybrid as helping relieve anxiety, stress and depression. 
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Double Your Pot Production 

Our Canadian cannabis correspondent reveals the secret to growing twice as much marijuana 
with just a few simple changes to your room and routine. Story & Photos by Erik Biksa 


A Double Take 

Medical pot growers put in a lot of hours 
before their buds are “patient-ready.” On top of 
that, they often invest a considerable amount 
of money, especially if they’re growing indoors 
under lights for consistent year-round pro¬ 
duction. Growing equipment and supplies are 
expensive, even when growing on a small scale, 
so every major purchase should boost yields. 
Keeping it all running with the cost of space, 
water, power, gas, etc., really puts some pres¬ 
sure on the grower to achieve results—other¬ 
wise, the project may not be sustainable or will 
be short-lived at best. 

What if there were ways that let you dou¬ 
ble your production levels while improv¬ 
ing on your cost-versus-production ratio? In 
this article, we’re going to look at two ways 
to increase your production, potentially even 
doubling it. Actually, we’re going to look at 
three ways, because the third method (improv¬ 
ing genetics) is something that anybody can 
do—and it won’t cost a lot of money. 


Big Production, Same Size 

In our first model, we’re going to look at an effective way to seriously increase 
production levels using the space you already have. In this particular case, the 
grow space can be moved anywhere a pickup truck can go, because it hap¬ 
pens to be mobile. However, the focus here is on what helps increase the out¬ 
put of the endeavor rather than its mobility. The vision here is “double” indeed, 
because this medical grower stacks one garden right on top of the other for 
double-decker bud production. 

Almost every toker appreciates a good sandwich, and this one is a dream 
for patients and growers alike because it produces high-quality buds at 
almost twice the efficiency over conventional indoor gardens using high- 
intensity discharge (HID) lights. Premium plant genetics—something we’re 
going to talk about later in this article—are cultivated here in moderately 
deep, double-stacked raised beds constructed of wood framing, lined with 
6-milliliter polyethylene plastic and filled with a peat-based commercial soil¬ 
less mix. 

Batwing-style reflectors hold the 1,000-watt high-pressure sodium (HPS) 
grow lights, each of which covers approximately 1 square meter (about 3.3 
by 3.3 feet) and is hard-mounted approximately 1 meter above the surface of 
the growing medium. This means that each “layer” of this bud-growing sand¬ 
wich is using about 4 feet of vertical space. The inside of the modified trail¬ 
ers housing these medical gardens is just over 8 feet, so squeezing in two 
stacks of garden space takes some planning—but it’s definitely doable. 
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Side Lighting 

Remember that unless plants are get¬ 
ting strong side lighting, there isn’t much 
point in growing them over a few feet tall 
when it comes to applying artificial light 
sources like HIDs or fluorescents. That’s 
because the intensity of light diminishes 
very quickly with the distance travelled. 
Weak light yields wispy buds of reduced 
quality that are more prone to growing 
problems such as insects and diseases. 

Because the plants have to stay shorter 
in this setup and each plant is never far 
from a strong source of light overhead, 
side lighting isn’t necessary here. Hav¬ 
ing strong light overhead when the tem¬ 
peratures are managed correctly helps to 
keep the plants from stretching toward 
a light source, maximizing production in 
this tightly packed double-decker garden. 
Stronger lighting may also allow higher 
planting densities when plant heights 
and branching are kept to a minimum. 

Fixed Lights 

For a lot of growers, the idea of not being 
able to raise or lower their lights relative 
to the height of the plants beneath them 
may sound strange, perhaps even a bad 
idea. But picture how tight the vertical 
space is here: about 4 feet from the dirt 
to the bulb. A 1,000-watt light typically 
demands about 16 inches of clearance; 
that’s only 2.5 feet of height for the plants. 

By the time the little plants have gained 
a few nodes and can handle stronger light 
levels, they have physically reached this 
limit. Not only is this effective for the 
crop, it means less work for the grower. 
Some strains will typically want to stretch, 
which means they will not be practical 
selections for a high-density, low-ceiling 



garden. By planting fewer numbers and 
training them horizontally below the 
light to encourage side-branch develop¬ 
ment, this system allows for a slightly 
wider range of cannabis strains—includ¬ 
ing sativa hybrids—to be cultivated with 
success. However, there are limitations, so 
selecting the right genetics for your par¬ 
ticular growing style is always an impor¬ 
tant consideration. 

Packing in and operating all of these 
lights in a relatively confined space sets 
the stage for excellent yields, but it also 
generates a tremendous amount of heat 
that needs to be scrubbed or evacuated 
in order to prevent the garden from over¬ 
heating and the crop from suffering. 
Thus, a “Chernobyl switch” (i.e., a high- 
temperature shutdown) is a must. Use 
air-cooled lighting to optimize cooling 
efficiency, especially if you also incorpo¬ 
rate air-conditioning and a source of car¬ 
bon dioxide. Running the garden “sealed” 
using controlled environment agriculture 
(CEA) further increases the potential for 
heavy yields and faster growth rates— 
and it also makes our second method for 
doubling your potential yields possible. 



Hydro-Lung: 

Two-Sided Production 

If you construct a CEA environment so 
that you don’t have to vent the grow 
space with outside air (which can make 
your results seasonal), your production 
levels will typically increase. With CEA, 
growers can efficiently enrich the envi¬ 
ronment with elevated levels of C0 9 , 
effectively doubling the normal atmo¬ 
spheric levels of the gas compared to in/ 
out ventilation. 

A CEA setup will require an air condi¬ 
tioner and a C0 2 tank or generator, and 
typically a dehumidifier as well. These 
are pricier pieces of growing equipment, 
but they’re necessary for success. By 
installing the AC and C0 2 generator in 
a “lung room” rather than in your grow- 
room, you can double their work out¬ 
put for your grow, because you can then 
install a duplicate (or smaller) system of 
lamps, reflectors and fans without having 
to add more ballasts, air conditioning or 
C0 9 equipment. 

Essentially, you can use all the heavy, 
expensive gear like ballasts, AC units and 
C0 9 generators in an existing grow setup 
twice , thereby doubling the bud bang for 
your buck. Here’s a list of things you’ll 
need to do the job: 

# A relay for the lighting (which allows one 
ballast to run two lamps at different times) 

• A second set of lamps and reflectors that 
duplicates the original setup 

• A “clean” room to dedicate as the lung room 

# Lots of flex ducting and two fans (though 
these won’t be necessary if you already have 
fans on your carbon scrubbers). 
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Reeferman Seeds’ Grand 
Daddy Purple is a fruity 
tasting heavy yielder. 


The Story Behind Reeferman Genetics 


O ne of the easiest ways to increase 

your production can also be the most 
rewarding on a number of levels. A 
lot of the plant genetics that growers cultivate 
are acquired via clones, and genetics get tired 
over time. Cannabis is an annual plant, and 
in natural settings it doesn’t live more than a 
season-that’s why it makes seeds! 

When plant material is forced to live for 
years and years, it gets tired because it is con¬ 
stantly under attack from environmental 
stresses and even things like viruses. Yields 
and vigor can decline with time, causing 
genetic drift. 

Starting a crop from regular or feminized 
seeds can be a rewarding experience: You 
can get faster growth rates and hardier spec¬ 
imens from fresh plants, which also have the 
advantage of growing a taproot (clones do 
not). A taproot anchors the plant and goes 
great distances to get water and nutrients. 

Reeferman Genetics was started out of 
a basement around Commercial Drive in 
East Vancouver, Canada, several years back 
by two cannabis aficionados, Mr. A and, of 
course, Reeferman himself. They began with 
a simple but monumental goal: to develop 
and offer the best possible cannabis genet¬ 
ics for medical growers. Mr. A and Reefer¬ 
man had seen firsthand how many medical 
growers were struggling with low yields and 
weak plants that always seemed to develop 


problems like spider mites. 

Reef brought to the table his treasure trove 
of stellar global cannabis genetics, which 
included pure landraces from places like Thai¬ 
land, Mexico, Colombia and Afghanistan. His 
selections even included exotic strains like 
the Vietnam Black (a parent of his Cannabis 
Cup-winning Willie Nelson strain). Reefer¬ 
man made some outstanding combinations 
from the solid catalog of genetics he devel¬ 
oped, and many of these—like his famed Pink 
Kush—are still available today. 

A number of the building-block strains 
that Reeferman Genetics uses today were the 
result of careful selections from very large 
numbers of plants, said to have been carried 
out by Reeferman during a project in Mex¬ 
ico. Being open to new possibilities, Mr. A then 
began to introduce some local favorites into 
the mix and improve on them by recombin¬ 
ing them. His Early Purple Kush is fast becom¬ 
ing a global favorite. Crosses like BubbaRock 
Kush (Bubba Kush x RockStar Kush) continue 
to blow minds and attract attention, especially 
from medical patients who need Kush strains. 

The catalog of cannabis varieties that Ree¬ 
ferman Genetics has collected and devel¬ 
oped to date is immensely impressive, to say 
the least. If it’s worth growing, they probably 
have it-with the added advantage of offer¬ 
ing these strains in seed form (regular or 
feminized). 


Even their male plants look fantastic 
throughout the growing cycle. While tour¬ 
ing one of their rooms, I witnessed a Vietnam 
Black male (a pollen donor) and detected 
entirely new fragrances in its bouquet, while 
the resin content and strength of aroma com¬ 
ing from a real-deal NYC Sour Diesel pollen 
donor bordered on the sublime. Needless 
to say, any of the carefully selected parent 
plants that receive this pollen are going to 
yield seeds that produce incredible cropping 
results. 

If you haven’t started from seeds before, 
it’s an easy process-especially when you 
have good-quality seeds to begin with. One 
popular method involves dropping them into 
a glass of water and covering it with cello¬ 
phane. Put the glass somewhere warm and 
dark, such as the cupboard above your fridge, 
and then check on the seeds every 12 hours. 

In about 24 hours, most of the seeds should 
be showing a small root tip sticking out of the 
seed jacket. Don’t let the seeds sit in water for 
long after they sprout. 

Next, prepare your growing medium and 
poke a small hole into it, about 1/4” deep. 

Using clean tweezers, gently drop the seed 
in, root tip down, and just as gently cover it 
with medium. Then lightly water and watch 
it grow! 

Check out medicinalmss.com for more info. 




Deliver y and Saliifactjon are 100% CjuaJaRteed 


RockStar X Diesel 
AfPak X Diesel 
Pink OG 

MooseJaw Madness X Diesel 
Monster Chrome X MK 
Bubba Kush X Diesel 
Bub ba Rock Star X OG 
Alpha Dog 

Willie Nelson X Diesel 
Zen HP X Diesel 
Q.Hazc X Diesel 
Purple Diesel 
Dead Head Kush-winner 2013 kush cup- SI SO .00 

R tzfzr Reg, Seeds 



Afpak X Skunk 
Polkat-autoflower 
Gold X Mango-autoflower 
BubbaX Skunk 
Reelerman Skunk 
.Jojo Kush 
Mad Kush-Fem* 

$55 


Chemo 


Sour Diesel 

Double Skunk X Skunk 
Bubba Rockstar 
Island Sweet Skunk X Skunk 
Northern Liahts X Skunk 
Rockstar] 


G-13 X Skunk 
Maple Kush 
Moosejaw Madness 
Blackberry Kush 

o 


Sour Die 
Skunk 
$100 

Kushssde Fern' 
Harrrtonvl jj 
Pig GG-fenr 
Grand Daddy Purple - 
Cherry Bomb X Skun 
Golden Temple Kush 
Mowie Gold X Skunk 
Thai X Skunk 
Tuna Kush 

$125 

Black Willie 
Pink Kush 


$150 
Fj 21 X Early MM 
Harmony X Thai 
Malawi Gold X Thai 
King Ferrror Reg ^ 
Early Purple Kush-_ 
Fern* or Rgq 



toCrMS;£ffiste , MI!te 3 i 


Mullumbimby Madness X Nevils 
Nevil's Haze 21 X Oaxacan 
MMX Nevil's Haze 21 
Nevirs Haze 23 X SK MM 
Nevil's Haze X Early MM 


Email: sales(®medicinaLmss,com 
Outside North America Call: 
00 + 1 + 604-3 57-4793 




We accept ALL competitors valid coupons and we will, match ALL valid competitors offers 


Use this order form. 

For larger orders, please print clearly 
and indicate die following on a 
sheet of p3per: 

-nametsJ 
-sex (reg or fern.] 

-quantity 

-price 

-shipping rate 
-order iota! 

5entf wrtft BLANK Money Order 
or Cash for the total amount to: 

r -— -n 

R.M.S.S. 

P0 BOH 21648 
Vancouver, BE 
Canada V5L 3HO 




J. 


Product 


Ship To: 
Address- 


City; 


Region/Slato. 


Zip/Postal: 


CcunE^: 


Reg/ 

Fem. 


Number of 
Packs 


Sub-Total 


Peg S&H (S/JOO) 


Promo Code Discount 


Express £30/Overnight $75 


TOTAL $ Enclosed: 


Total Price 
{Price X QTY) 


TO FREE Seeds with CASH Orders' 


ACQUISITION OF LIVE CANNABIS SEEDS IS ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STAGES PAYABLE N US DOLLARS FROM ANYWHERE IN T HE WOR.D 




























































































80 Double Your Pot Production 


High Times December 2013 



Side-by-Side Growrooms 

A split or “Y” needs to be made for mov¬ 
ing air from the AC in the lung room to 
each of the growrooms via ducting from 
the air-handling portion of your split or 
water-cooled AC (which is required for 
CEA setups). The unit should run 24/7 to 
constantly circulate air from the “lung” 


into the two separate but mirrored grow¬ 
rooms, while fans in these rooms (ide¬ 
ally connected to a carbon filter) return 
the air back to the lung. To repeat, this 
loop—AC constantly delivering air into 
each of the growrooms, and a fan in each 
room bringing it back to the lung—runs 
24/7, just like a good set of lungs should! 


The lung room will house your cool¬ 
ing thermostat within the air-flow tube 
coming back from the rooms. When it 
gets too warm, the AC will kick on. This 
effectively keeps the room with the 
lights on from overheating, and it adds 
a good “nighttime” effect for the other 
mirrored room that is on the dark side 
during the flip from the relayed light¬ 
ing. The C0 2 monitor can measure the 
air in either of the rooms or just in the 
lung room and operate the C0 2 gen¬ 
erator or tank as required. Note that 
plants aren’t harmed by receiving C0 9 
during the dark cycle, but only the 
ones receiving light will use the C0 2 - 
enriched air that’s being circulated con¬ 
stantly between the two growrooms 
interconnected to the lung. 

For best results, keep an indepen¬ 
dent dehumidifier in each of the grow¬ 
rooms rather than the lung room. Also, 
be sure to maintain and regularly check 
your equipment, like the AC units and 
CO,, system, because it will be working 
harder. And a final pro tip: Capture the 
condensate from your well-maintained 
dehumidifier and add it to the water 
(either RO-filtered or tap water) that 
you use for crop feedings. This is “living 
water,” and your plants will love it. ^ 
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Legalize Peru! 

Andean activists challenge pot prohibition. By Bill Weinberg 



A fter last year’s victories for 
cannabis legalization in 
Colorado and Washington 
State, the US prohibition 
regime is under unprec¬ 
edented pressure. But when it comes to 
breaking with the US-led War on 
Drugs, there is little awareness 
in Gringolandia of the strides 
taking place in South America. 
Over the past decade, Argentina 
and Colombia have removed 
penalties for personal-use quan¬ 
tities of drugs, and Uruguay just 
passed a measure that essentially 
legalizes cannabis, with even cultiva¬ 
tion permitted under state regulation. 
Adding insult to injury, Venezuela, 

Bolivia and Ecuador have all barred the 


Lima rooftop 
homegrown Corinto 
sativa strain. One 
sol coin is about 
the size of a 
quarter. 


DEA from operating in their territories. 

That leaves Peru, now said to be 
overtaking Colombia as the Andes’ top 
coca producer, and a burgeoning can¬ 
nabis producer as well. Like Colombia, 
Peru remains a DEA stronghold in South 
America—even as it moves toward the 
legalization of personal-use quantities. 
Both countries have experienced long and 
bloody counterinsurgency wars related to 
the struggle for control over coca produc¬ 
tion. Much to Washington’s displeasure, 
Peru even suspended eradication two 
years ago—until the empire struck back. 
But now activists are increasing pressure 
to break with the prohibition model, both 
in the remote campesino communities of 
Peru’s mountains and jungles, and in the 
streets of the country’s capital, Lima. 
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The Peruvian Spring 

Peru, with little fanfare, eliminated all 
penalties for personal possession of can¬ 
nabis as well as cocaine in 2006; even 
public use is officially “de-penalized,” as 
the Peruvians say. But police abuse of 
young tokers who don’t know the law 
remains a problem. The coca-eradication 
programs run by the National Police in 
the high jungles on the east side of the 
Andes are a source of resentment and 
unrest—even to the point of fueling a 
revival of the Shining Path guerrilla 
movement in parts of the coca-growing 
belt. And in recent years, cannabis-eradi¬ 
cation campaigns have been launched in 
the Andean valleys. 

The election of the left-leaning popu¬ 
list Ollanta Humala in the 2011 presiden¬ 
tial race was looked to as a turning point. 
Humala appointed Ricardo Soberon as 
his Drug Czar (officially, the head of the 
National Commission for the Develop¬ 
ment of Life Without Drugs, or DEVIDA). 
Soberon had been a longtime vocal critic 
of prohibition with organizations such 
as the Andean Commission of Jurists. In 
August 2011, he called off eradication in 
the principal area where it was under¬ 
way, the restive Upper Huallaga Valley. 
That ban was quickly extended through¬ 
out the country. 

Soberon, interviewed at the Lima 
office of his nongovernmental organiza¬ 
tion, calls his appointment to DEVIDA 
“the most fantastic moment of my life.” 

“My first day on the job,” he recounts, 
“we ended eradication throughout Peru. 

I went to my office on Monday, August 
the eighth, spoke to my staff, and then I 
received a telephone call from a peasant. 
He said, ‘Dr. Soberon, the police are over¬ 
taking the area and provoking us.’” 

According to Soberon, the peasant- 
calling from coca-growing Tingo Maria 
in the Huallaga—told him that the police 
were threatening the cocaleros with 
reprisals for having supported Humala. 
“So I immediately called the president, 
and he ordered every US agent in Peru to 
return to their bases. He was pissed off.” 

But the next day, Soberon continues, 
he was personally confronted at a break¬ 
fast cabinet meeting by the US ambas¬ 
sador, Rose M. Likins, accompanied by 
a DEA representative. They expressed 
their displeasure over the eradication 
halt. “And this started the worst media 
campaign against me,” Soberon says. 

“In every single newspaper, TV sta¬ 
tion, radio—and, of course, the political 
opposition—they were accusing me of 
being a cocalero supporter, a legalization 



A robust outdoor female 


supporter, et cetera, et cetera.” 

Nevertheless, the progress continued. 
On September 15, Soberon presented his 
strategy to the Peruvian Congress and 
saw it approved. It called for reducing 
illegal coca yields both by providing 
subsidies for legal crops like coffee and 
cacao, and by expanding the market for 
traditional domestic uses like teas and 
chewing. “Humala supported me, and 
the next day I got to work,” Soberon says. 
“September, October, November—and 
then Conga happened.” 

Humala, like more than one Peruvian 
president before him, ended up doing 
the proverbial 180 once in power: a tilt 
to the right and a cabinet purge. In this 
case, it was prompted by unrest over the 
controversial US-backed gold-mining 


project at Conga, in the north of the coun¬ 
try. After National Police fired on peasant 
protesters, leaving several wounded, 
the progressive-minded prime minister, 
Salomon Lerner, resigned on December 
10—and under Peruvian law, the entire 
cabinet had to follow suit. Humala formed 
a new conservative cabinet led by Interior 
Minister Oscar Valdes, a former military 
officer who’d served as Humala’s instruc¬ 
tor in the army during the war with the 
Shining Path in the 1980s. The Interior 
Ministry, it should be noted, controls 
Peru’s militarized National Police force. 

“Salomon Lerner was sacked, and 
Oscar Valdes came in,” Soberon says. 

“And he hated me. And the US ambas¬ 
sador immediately started to have very 
close ties with him. At the end of the day, 
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he decided to get rid of me.” Soberon lost 
his position in January 2011, after five 
months in office. 

“I thought that Humala was going to 
support me, but there were big politi¬ 
cal reasons why he decided to change.” 
Among these, Soberon cites the presi¬ 
dent’s ambition to see his wife, Nadine 
Heredia, succeed him in office (since 
consecutive terms are barred by Peru’s 
constitution). “And for that, Humala 
needs—at the least—US acceptance. So I 
think basically the US told him, ‘You give 
us an anti-narcotics policy.’” 

Humala’s replacement for Soberon was 
Carmen Maslas, a pro-eradication advo¬ 
cate from the Information and Education 
Center for the Prevention of Drug Abuse 
(CEDRO), a Peruvian NGO funded by the 
US Agency for International Development 
(USAID). After a brief Peruvian Spring, 
the eradication campaign was back on. 

Anti-Prohibition Activism 

But even as the cocaleros in the high- 
jungle zones protest coca eradication, a 
core of activists in the country’s capital 
is pushing to relieve police pressure 
on cannabis and personal possession. 
Soberon’s NGO, the Research Center 
on Drugs and Human Rights (CIDDH), 
cooperates with local Lima activists on 
the “Green Line”—an emergency phone 
line for young people who have been 
busted for possession in spite of the law. 

A co-founder of the Green Line is 
Peru’s leading cannabis activist, Luis 
Gavancho, who also works with the advo¬ 
cacy group Legaliza Peru. “People don’t 
know the law, so the police use preventa¬ 
tive detention for extortion,” he explains. 
Under the detention law, citizens can be 
held for up to 15 days without charge on 
suspicion of drug trafficking, terrorism 
or espionage. Such detention requires 
the approval only of a prosecutor, not 
a judge, and thus the police can basi¬ 
cally impose it at will. “They threaten to 
treat possession as suspicion of traffick¬ 
ing—it’s a lever for extortion,” Gavancho 
says. Hence the need for the Green Line, 
which was launched in 2011. 

Legaliza Peru is trying to change the 
nature of the drug-policy debate in the 
country, with its representatives going 
up against speakers from the pro-prohi¬ 
bition CEDRO on the radio and in other 
media. And every May since 2010, it has 
been organizing Peruvian participation 
in the Global Marijuana March move¬ 
ment, with cannabis-law reform support¬ 
ers converging on Lima’s Plaza Lrancia 
and marching through the city’s central 


district. “We were really proud that we 
had over a thousand people marching for 
the first time this year,” Gavancho says. 

There was a police presence at the 
Marijuana March but no arrests, despite 
some open toking. Soberon and other 
legal observers were on hand, and 
public cannabis use is technically not an 
offense in Peru. It is treated simply as 
possession—and under Article 299 of the 
country’s penal code, personal posses¬ 
sion carries no penalty. This provision 
was actually passed in 1991, but without 



Even as the cocaleros in 
the high-jungle zones 
protest coca eradication, 
a core of activists in 
the country’s capital is 
pushing to relieve police 
pressure on cannabis. 

any quantitative definition for “personal 
possession.” In the 2006 reform, quanti¬ 
ties were established: eight grams for 
cannabis, two grams for cocaine. 

Cannabis cultivation remains illegal 
under Article 296, but it’s definitely on 
the increase nonetheless. Cultivation in 
Peru is still almost entirely for internal 
consumption, with the cannabis being 
grown by independent producers—usu¬ 
ally campesinos under contract to a 
middleman who collects the crop and 
takes it Lima and other markets, with 
no link to the criminal networks that 
control the cocaine traffic. The crop 
arrives in the cities as mono, or bud, not 
compacted bricks. 

The most common varieties are mainly 
sativas that have been making their way 
down from Colombia, though some dis¬ 
tinctive Peruvian strains have been emerg¬ 
ing. Highly prized is the Black Tingalesa 
from Tingo Maria, in the high jungle 


where the Andes start to drop toward the 
Amazon. Piura Red, from the mountains 
overlooking the coast in the far northern 
Piura region, is related to Colombia’s 
famous Punta Roja (Red Point). But it is 
the Norte Chico—the mountains overlook¬ 
ing the coast in the regions of Lima and 
Ancash just to the north—that forms the 
heartland of cannabis production. The 
inter-Andean valleys that cut through the 
mountains in the Norte Chico have seen 
repeated eradication of plantations by 
the National Police in recent years—some 
with up to 5,000 plants, all burned in the 
fields. 

Indoor and rooftop growing are 
emerging in Lima, too. This reporter saw 
a rooftop grow of a Colombian sativa 
strain named Corinto, after the town in 
southern Colombia’s cannabis zone. An 
indica mix grown from European mail¬ 
order seeds was potted alongside it. 

Eradication and Unrest 

But coca leaf remains the principal focus 
of eradication efforts. These efforts are 
mainly underway in the Upper Huallaga, 
where they continue to spur periodic 
peasant protests. One of the two surviv¬ 
ing factions of the Shining Path remains 
active there, although it’s been in decline 
since the capture of its leader, known as 
Comrade Artemio, last year. The other 
major coca-production area where a 
Shining Path remnant is making trouble 
is the Apurfmac-Ene River Valley, or 
VRAE, to the south. 

The Shining Path was beaten back 
by peasant militias in the lawless VRAE 
approximately 15 years ago, but it has 
re-emerged in recent years, pulling 
off some spectacular ambushes and 
hostage-takings, including of workers on 
the strategic Camisea gas pipeline. Now, 
militarization of the region by the army 
and police is leading to peasant anger- 
further fueling the guerrilla resurgence 
in a vicious cycle. 

Despite pressure from Washington, 
the Peruvian government has not carried 
out eradication efforts in the VRAE, in 
recognition of its sensitivity. As Soberon 
explains: “The civilian population 
organized self-defense committees and 
defeated the Shining Path—and now they 
will never accept eradication. So there is 
interdiction, but no eradication. There 
are no political conditions for it.” 

Even so, Humala recently announced 
that eradication will begin in the VRAE 
this year, but Soberon remains skeptical. 
“I am very doubtful that it will happen,” 
he says. “Because they know that it will 
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immediately give political support to 
the Shining Path. And the peasants will 
immediately stand up and defend their 
crops. And that will immediately create 
a big humanitarian and political and 
military crisis. 

“The Shining Path in the VRAE is 
determined to continue,” Soberon adds. 
“They protect the convoys that take the 
coca away to the borders with Brazil and 
Bolivia. There is a lot of money to be 
made down there, and the Shining Path 
understand what cocaine production 
means for political power ... and they 
use it.” 

Coca production in the Upper Hual- 
laga has dropped dramatically in recent 
years, part of what the Peruvian govern¬ 
ment and USAID call the “San Martin 
Miracle,” after the administrative region 
that makes up most of the upper valley. 
But Soberon doesn’t credit eradica¬ 
tion for the decrease. He notes that the 
VRAE has better soil, yielding four coca 
harvests a year to just two in the Upper 
Huallaga, and believes that production 
has merely shifted to the south. 

The heartland of Peru’s legal coca 
production is La Convencion Valley in 
the Cuzco region, on the edge of the 
VRAE. Shining Path infiltration into La 


* 



Convencion has recently prompted the 
government to establish a new military 
command in the province. Troops rough¬ 
ing up and even firing on legal cocaleros 
has sparked protests in the zone. 

Officially, the Peruvian state main¬ 
tains a monopoly on the legal coca trade 
through its National Coca Company 
(ENACO). But growers complain that 
ENACO buys cheap and sells high, while 
users complain that its leaf is dry and 
crumbly due to an inefficient distribu¬ 
tion system. ENACO supplies 3,500 tons 
of coca a year, but Soberon says that the 
internal demand for legal traditional use 
is as high as 10,000 tons. Some of the 
difference is made up by cocaleros selling 


their crops directly to retailers in the 
town markets, which is usually tolerated 
on a de facto basis. This independently 
marketed stuff is generally held to be of 
higher quality. 

As in Bolivia 20 years earlier, oppo¬ 
nents of coca eradication are entering 
Peru’s political mainstream, and they’ve 
even gained a few voices in Congress. 
Valdemero Caceres, a grandfather figure 
in Lima’s activist scene and a veteran 
advisor to the Confederation of Peruvian 
Coca Growers, says: “Eradicating coca 
is crazy. It’s a national treasure—it’s like 
eradicating grapes in France.” 

South America Stands Up 

Soberon draws hope from a study that 
was commissioned by the Organization 
of American States (OAS) and formally 
presented at its June summit in Guate¬ 
mala. The study, which Soberon helped 
to produce, was the first by the OAS to 
question the prohibition model. In the 
days around the summit, even President 
Manuel Santos of Colombia—tradition¬ 
ally Washington’s staunchest ally in South 
America—expressed his misgivings about 
continued eradication and prohibition. 

“What happened in Cartagena in 
April 2012 was dramatic,” says Soberon, 
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speaking of the OAS summit the previ¬ 
ous year, when the decision was made to 
commission the study. “Obama came, and 
all the presidents said to him, ‘Sorry, Mr. 
President, but we need to discuss drugs.’ 
And they decided to produce this report.” 

Soberon believes that even interna¬ 
tional enforcement efforts are evolving 
toward a “south-south program” rather 
than a US-led one. He notes that the Bra¬ 
zilian government “has started to respond 
as a medium-sized regional power,” its 
forces filling the vacuum left by the forced 
departure of the DEA from Bolivia. 

“I never would have imagined this,” he 
says. “We always obeyed what Wash¬ 
ington said on this question. And now 
things are happening.” 

Legaliza Peru is also part of an emerg¬ 
ing network of like-minded activists 
throughout the continent, coordinated 
through such groups as the Latin 
American Network of Personal Drug 
Users (LANPUD) and the Latin American 
Coalition of Cannabis Activists (CLAC). 
The newly formed CLAC made a strong 
dissident showing at the fourth Latin 
American Drug Policy Conference, 
which was held in Bogota, Colombia, in 
December 2012. And every November 
since 2001, a Copa Cannabica—cannabis 



cup—has been held in La Plata, Argen¬ 
tina, bringing together connoisseurs and 
enthusiasts from across the continent. 

Legaliza Peru distributes stickers 
bearing the image of an AK-47 rifle and 
the question: “Narcotraffickers want 
cannabis to be illegal—and you?” In 
Colombia, big cannabis production has 
long been under the control of violent 
cartels, paramilitaries and guerrillas; 
in Paraguay, the new regional giant of 
cannabis production, criminal net¬ 
works from Brazil—such as the notori¬ 
ous Comando da Capital—increasingly 


control the trade. Despite the eradication 
programs and corruption, Peru remains 
a sanctuary of relative cannabis peace 
in South America, along with Argentina 
and Uruguay. Whether it stays that way 
depends on whether the gains of Article 
299 can be defended and extended. 

Unlike his comrades in Legaliza Peru, 
Soberon does not speak of “legalization,” 
a word he finds vague and needlessly 
polarizing. “It is a very provocative 
word,” he says. “I prefer to say ‘regula¬ 
tion’—it is much more specific.” 

But under whatever name, he feels 
a shift coming. “Things are changing,” 
Soberon offers when asked if he has a 
message for readers stateside. “There 
are movements toward a new paradigm 
both within the United States and in 
Latin America. You can never succeed in 
bringing about a change of paradigm in 
the War on Drugs just in one place—you 
need to have it going on in both places. 
And therefore I will urge civil society 
within the US—consumers, users, activ¬ 
ists, et cetera—to keep pushing forward 
to make local, state-based changes, while 
we here in Latin America continue to 
promote national and regional changes. 
So I would say: Let’s continue doing the 
kind of thing that we are doing.” ^ 
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ANTHONY 

JESELNIK 



U PON TAKING THE STAGE, COME¬ 
DIAN Anthony Jeselnik 

SEEMS SERENE, COMPOSED AND 
UNAFFECTED. HlS DELIVERY 
IS PRECISE AND DELIBERATE. 

Basically, he’s a standup surgeon deftly 

SLICING UP AN AUDIENCE UNTIL ITS LAUGHS 
AND GASPS ARE INTERMIXED. 

Originally from Pittsburgh, Jeselnik 

IS THE FIRST-BORN IN A FAMILY OF FIVE KIDS. 

His comic career began in school, he 

SAYS, WHERE DARK, INAPPROPRIATE HUMOR 
WAS HIS CLASSROOM SPECIALTY. HOWEVER, 

IT TOOK A FEW YEARS ONSTAGE TO HELP HIM 
REDISCOVER HIMSELF. At FIRST HE PLIED HIS 
TRADE DOING OLD-SCHOOL, “LET ME TELL A 
FUNNY STORY”-STYLE COMEDY, BUT IT CLEARLY 

wasn’t his bag. His niche was the darker 

SIDE OF LAUGHTER—JOKES WITH A SOCIO- 
PATHIC EDGE. 

If there’s a line to cross, Jeselnik will 
cross it. Naturally, Comedy Central’s 

ROASTS WERE A PERFECT FIT FOR HIM: HlS 
COMIC UNKINDNESS TO CHARLIE SHEEN AND 

Donald Trump catapulted him to star¬ 
dom, AND he’s SINCE MOVED ON TO HIS OWN 
TV show, The Jeselnik Offensive, which 

JUST CONCLUDED ITS SECOND SEASON. 

In person, he’s thoughtful and engag¬ 
ing, EAGER TO DISSECT THE ART OF MAKING 
PEOPLE LAUGH. COMEDY IS A DEADLY SERIOUS 
BUSINESS FOR JESELNIK, WHO HAS BECOME 
A VERITABLE MASTER OF THE “GUT PUNCH,” 

THE KIND OF JOKE THAT BOTH SURPRISES AND 
RATTLES YOU—AND MAKES YOU LAUGH HARD 
IN SPITE OF YOUR SO-CALLED “SENSITIVITIES.” 
IN ORDER TO SUCCEED USING THAT WEAPON, A 
COMEDIAN MUST BE PART PSYCHOLOGIST, PART 
SADIST AND PART COURT JESTER. JESELNIK’S 
TOOLKIT IS FULL. 


When we interviewed Roseanne 
(July 13), we asked her whether she 
thought comedy has grown more 
mean-spirited-and we cited your 
comedy as example. 

I think comedy just goes in 
waves. Comedy got really silly 
and observational for a long time; 
people coming up wanted to do 
something different. I know I went 
mean-spirited because it got a big¬ 
ger laugh. It’s a harsher kind of gut 
punch that I really enjoy. 

Woody Allen has said that comedy 
has its roots in hostility. What do you 
think? 

Sure, and I think a lot of people 
hide that. I don’t know what 
people need from an audience, but 
I think a different class of comedi¬ 
ans is coming up now who are ... 

I don’t want to say “smarter,” but 
they could have done something 
else. I could have been a lawyer if 
I’d wanted to go that route. But I 
got into comedy. 

Your comedy can be hilarious to 
some, highly offensive to others. 

I started when I was 23 years 
old, and I didn’t have a damn 
thing to say to anybody. Who 
would ever want to listen to one of 
my stories or get something out of 
it? I hadn’t lived that interesting of 
a life. I thought that if I could just 
write jokes, take my act outside 
of myself, the world would be my 
oyster. And everything opened 
up: I could talk about whatever 
I wanted. I was more interested 
in subject matter and why things 
made people uncomfortable and 
why it was okay to make a joke 
about a tragedy a couple weeks 
later but not the day of. Could I 


find the perfect joke and make 
people laugh the day of a tragedy? 

On your show, you made a joke 
about the Newtown school shooting. 
The reaction of the audience was 
decidedly negative. 

Not every joke has to be this 
big winner. Sometimes you gotta 
throw a fastball inside just to keep 
people on their toes. It’s fun to 
approach a subject like that with 
complete disregard. 

Twenty years ago, Andrew Dice Clay 
was savaged for his act. Some Satur¬ 
day Night Live cast members even 
refused to go on if he hosted. 

It was mostly Jan Hooks. It 
was going to be her last season 
anyway—she was just trying to get 
publicity. When you look back, it 
wasn’t that big of deal. But it was 
crazy that she would not see him 
as an artist. It’s like saying: “I’m 
not going to share the stage with 
Stephen King because he’s killed so 
many people in his books.” 

Do you think you might have suf¬ 
fered the same treatment back then? 

Sure, it’s possible. But I think 
that every time that kind of thing 
happens, everybody takes a step 
back. Daniel Tosh got in trouble 
with the rape-joke controversy, but 
I have three of them in my special. 
It’s not a big deal, because everyone 
kind of went crazy over him. It’s 
like yelling “Wolf!”—the next time, 
people just aren’t that interested. 

What makes you laugh? 

The unexpected ... and it’s got 
to be a smarter joke. People think 
I must love dark humor. Not 
particularly—I do dark humor, but 
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Jeseinik’s comic edge 
has made him a star. 
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I like the more absurd people. 

I hate easy comedy. If I get the 
punch line before you do, it’s 
not good. 

What’s contributed more to your 
comedy, school or family? 

I’d have to say school. I 
never got a good explanation 
for why I had to take calculus: 
If I don’t care about this, but 
I’m passionate about that , why 
can’t I just go do that? 

I was in a public school that 
really didn’t have a creative 
outlet for me. I’d make jokes 
in class, and they were always 
kind of darker and more inap¬ 
propriate. That freaked people 
out, so they kind of made me 
feel I was wrong for a long 
portion of my life. 

So how did you find your voice 
as a comedian? 

I think a lot of comedians 
kind of just take their influ¬ 
ences. I like Mitch Hedberg 
and I like Steven Wright. I 
started telling stories, and 
one day I saw a comedian— 

B. J. Novak, who’s now a rich, 
famous person—doing one- 
liners, smart jokes. Some hit 
and some didn’t, and I was 
like, “Wow! I can do that!” 
Steven Wright’s a genius, but 
I thought, “I can’t do that—I 
have to do something else.” 

So I thought, “What’s the 
funniest thing in the world 
to me?” And it was “Deep 
Thoughts by Jack Handy” 

[from Saturday Night Live]. 

I loved those so much, but I 
found that deep thoughts, if 
said out loud, didn’t always get 
a big laugh. 

But I kept playing with the 
structure. And one day I told a 
mean version of a Jack Handy 
joke—and just the sound the 
crowd made, it was like a 
light-bulb moment. Every¬ 
thing ht, made sense to me. I 
started chasing that, and as I 
started chasing those jokes, my 
persona had to fit: I couldn’t 
really be a nice guy. 

There always seems to be a small 
glimmer that says you’re just 
joking-maybe a slight smile. 


Absolutely, and I don’t try 
to hide that. But it’s got to 
be natural. I don’t smile just 
to let the audience know I’m 
laughing that they’re laugh¬ 
ing at this shit. I don’t feel 
the need to be like: “I’m just 
joking. We’re all just having 
fun.” I hate when comedians 
do that—I just hate it. 

You have to cope with failure as 
a comic: You’re either funny or 
you’re not. 

If you’re not failing, you’re 



not getting better. If I have 
a great set, and I kill with 
a standing ovation, I walk 
offstage thinking, “I know 
comedy!” But when I have a 
bad set, I think, “How can I 
fix this? What can I do to get 
better so that it never hap¬ 
pens again?” 

If I’m doing crowd work 
like, “Hey, what do you do for 
a living?”, and they say, “I’m 
an obstetrician,” and I don’t 
have a joke ready, that haunts 
me. The next time I’m in that 
situation—even though maybe 
it never happens again—I’m 
ready for it. Success doesn’t 
teach you anything. 

Have you ever regretted any of 
the jokes you’ve told? 

No. 

Not a one? 

No, not one. If the joke 
fails, it doesn’t matter; people 
are still being entertained. 

I’m still doing a good job, but 


I’m trying different things 
that might not work. But I’ve 
never been like, “Ah, that 
went too far.” 

Back to the Newtown joke: You 
were on really delicate ground, 
and the audience didn’t buy 
into it at all. That’s not a prob¬ 
lem for you? 

Not at all. Why does every¬ 
thing have to hit? Again, it’s a 
fastball inside. Why not keep 
them kind of off-guard? That 
way, they don’t know what’s 

“You don't 
need my 
thoughts and 
prayers. Let me 
try to make a 
joke, and if it 
doesn’t work, 

1 don’t need 
applause.” 

coming next. A joke can fail, 
but it can still set up the next 
joke. I don’t worry about that 
at all. 

So you’re not concerned with 
displaying sensitivity toward 
current tragic events-about 
crossing that invisible line? 

Everyone’s got their own 
line, and I don’t care about 
any of them. I’m trying to go 
over that line and still make 
the joke work. I’m not doing 
it just to be a jerk; it’s mostly 
wordplay, and I know little 
tricks of the trade, how to 
make someone laugh. Like the 
day of the Aurora shooting, I 
tweeted a joke: “Other than 
that, how was the movie?” 

\HT laughs. ] Exactly. It didn’t 
make you think of the victims 
or anything—it just made you 
laugh on that horrible day. But 
that was like a perfect version. 

I thought that I had nailed it. 

But when the Boston 
Marathon bombing happened, 


I tweeted: “Guys, today there 
are just some lines that 
should not be crossed— espe¬ 
cially the finish line.” And 
people went crazy. 

Crazy good or bad? 

Bad. During Aurora, I was 
just a comedian. Now that I’m 
kind of a celebrity, people saw 
my name and the joke during 
the Boston Marathon. The 
joke isn’t really offensive to 
anyone who was there, but it 
makes light of the situation, 
and that really turned people 
off. At Comedy Central, my 
bosses made me delete the 
tweet, which I didn’t think 
was right. I felt it would have 
gone away and people would 
forget about it. The joke itself 
isn’t about the victims; it’s 
just about the event. 

People say, “My thoughts 
and prayers are with you.” I’m 
a comedian—you don’t need 
my thoughts and prayers. Let 
me try to make a joke, and if 
it doesn’t work, I don’t need 
applause. I also don’t think I 
should be punished for that. 
It’s what I do. I don’t feel the 
need to be extra-careful. I’ve 
created this persona so that I 
can talk about these horrible 
things; sometimes it works 
and sometimes it doesn’t. But 
if I didn’t try, that would be a 
failure. 

Timing is critical to what you 
do. Do you labor over the con¬ 
struction of your jokes? 

It comes naturally to me. I 
couldn’t tell you the rules of 
grammar, but if I’m reading 
a book and the sentence is 
grammatically incorrect, I’m 
aware of it right away. I know 
what should be switched, but 
I can’t tell you why. It’s like 
that with the joke. I write 
it almost like a poem, like a 
deep thought that Jack Handy 
would write. The end of the 
line is where I might pause in 
the joke, to keep the audi¬ 
ence just off-guard enough. 
When you slow the joke down 
enough, it invites them to try 
to guess the punch line. But 
then you take it away. 
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I was an English lit 
major. I think just by read¬ 
ing so much, the construc¬ 
tion of a joke became 
second nature. 

Does political humor inter¬ 
est you? 

I don’t like political 
humor because you’re 
preaching to your audi¬ 
ence always. I’m a staunch 
liberal, but if I made a joke 
about being a liberal, the 
liberals are going to laugh, 
the conservatives aren’t, 
and that’s ah you’re going 
to get. I want everyone to 
laugh at human condi¬ 
tions, not just the political. 

How is doing The Jeselnik 
Offensive different from 
standup? 

The first show was a 
tough situation. You’re 
doing your best and 
you’re excited. I didn’t 
feel nervous, but I felt 
unsure—you’re trying to 
look as comfortable as you 
can, but it’s a losing game. 

I didn’t know how every¬ 
thing worked then. Now, 
by episode 10, it’s a much 
different person up there. 

It’s also a completely 
different skill set than 
doing stand-up. If I’m 
doing standup and tell a 
joke, people laugh for 30 
seconds—and I let them 
laugh for 30 seconds. But 
on the show, I’ve got to 
cut them off because I’ve 
got to keep it moving. 

That took a couple of epi¬ 
sodes to get used to. 

Do you ever write pot jokes? 

I try to have a couple, 
but it’s tough to write a 
good marijuana joke. You 
can joke about it—the silly 
stuff, the “I’m a Stoner 
and I smoke pot” kind 
of thing. But I wouldn’t 
consider myself a stoner 
in the way the culture 
does. A guy like Doug 
Benson can be goofy and 
talk about it and every¬ 
one loves it, but it really 


‘People are 
getting smarter 
about it. ancl 
as the older 
generations 
pass on, I think 
marijuana will 
be everywhere 
in the next 20 
years." 

doesn’t jive with my 
persona. But if I thought 
of something great, I’d be 
thrilled to have it. 

Are you a medical patient 
here in California? 

I have a medical card ... 
for anxiety or something. 

Do you suffer from anxiety? 

Occasionally. Every¬ 
one does. But if I didn’t 
smoke, would I be okay? 

Of course. 

I lived in New York for 
a few years, where they 
don’t have a medical mari¬ 
juana program; you had 
to use a delivery service or 
something. When I came 
back to LA, I thought, 

“I’m a known person now. 
I’m famous as being a 
comedian. Who the hell 
is going to bust me for 
marijuana? I don’t need to 
get my medical marijuana 
card; I’ll just get it where 
I get it.” Then, within a 
week, a cop came up to 
me. I was smoking after a 
charity show I’d done—like 
backstage, it wasn’t even 
in public—and the cop 
asked if I had my medical 
marijuana card. I lied and 
said I didn’t have it on me. 
He gave me some crap, but 
let me go. I went out the 
next day and got my card, 
just to be safe. Why not? 

Do you use marijuana at all 
to create? 

I can’t use it to he 
creative—I’m creative 


without it. I just think 
it gives you a differ¬ 
ent angle. You build a 
sculpture and you think 
it looks pretty great, but 
then you smoke and you 
look at it from a differ¬ 
ent angle and you can see 
little things you can shave 
off or take in a different 
direction. Sometimes I’ve 
written jokes while high 
and think, “This is really 
funny.” But the next day, I 
find it’s just way too long 
and doesn’t make sense ... 
why did I think this was 
so good? It’s just a tool 
you can use, but to get the 
most out of it, you’ve got 
to use it effectively. 

What misinformation about 
pot annoys you the most? 

I hate that people call it 
a “gateway drug.” I’ve done 
a lot of different drugs in 
my life—and if it wasn’t for 
marijuana, I think I’d be 
doing heavier stuff. I enjoy 
drinking and I enjoy smok¬ 
ing. I think that smoking 
almost keeps me safe, 
you know what I mean? 

I drink less because of it. 

It helps me to medicate 
without doing too much 
damage to myself. 

You know the quote 
“The answer to all your 
questions is money”? 

I think when people 
realize how much money 
can be made, what 
legalizing marijuana 
can do for the economy, 
but also turn away from 
the misinformation 
about it, then I think 
it will be generational 
breakthrough. People 
are getting smarter 
about it, and as the older 
generations pass on, I 
think marijuana will be 
everywhere in the next 
20 years. I think it’s 
weird what’s going on— 
but I think we’re moving 
towards something 
better, ^ 

Visit anthonyjeselnik.com. 
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Dear Danko by @DannyDank099 


Expert Grow Advice 

Pruning, selling, reusing soil, 
low-odor strains and more.... 

Send your cannabis cultivation questions to @deardanko or deardanko@hightimes.com. 




Auto-flowering White Widow 
from Dinafem Seeds stays 
short and stocky with 
relatively low odor. 


subject Low-Odor Strain 


from: Xavier 


^Ima Belgian now liv¬ 
ing in Brazil, so what 
low-odor strain would 
you recommend for 
a guerrilla grow in a 
semi-arid climate in the 
southern hemisphere 
somewhere between 
the equator and the 
Tropic of Capricorn? It 
would preferably be a 
strain that flowers auto¬ 
matically at any time of 
the year under those 
conditions. 


Dear Xavier, 

It sounds like you’re looking 
for an auto-flowering strain, 
most of which are already 
low-odor varieties. My favor¬ 
ite company for acquiring 
such strains is Dinafem out of 
Spain. They’ve been develop¬ 
ing and experimenting with 
auto-flowering and feminized 
strains for many years and are 
at the forefront of this genetic 
technology. As for individ¬ 
ual strains, I recommend their 
Moby Dick, White Widow or 
Haze Automatic. Good luck! 




















too Dear Danko 


High Times December 2013 


Danko Tip : Use a sharp razor blade for taking clones; 
scissors or serrated knives will damage the cut ends. 



subject To Prune or Not to Prune? 
from JayBird 

b^l have one plant and she’s doing great, 
so I must be doing something right. My 
question is this: Do I need to pinch her 
back? My husband keeps saying yes, but 
I’ve told him to leave it be or else! The plant 
is just shy of 12 inches tall and was started 
outside, but she’s a houseplant now. I plan 
on beginning the 12-hour light/dark phase 
soon, so any advice is greatly appreciated. 

Dear JayBird, 

Pruning or pinching regimens are utilized 
by some growers to increase the amount 
of tops on their plants. Cannabis naturally 
wants to grow in a Christmas-tree shape 
with one dominant main cola. When 
that main top is removed, several other 


branches take on the dominant role and 
the plant develops a bushier profile. 

This type of action should be done 
early in the vegetative stage and not 
when you’re ready to induce flowering. 

If the plants are pruned or topped early, 
they still have time to recover and build 
big branches. When they’re topped just 
prior to or during flowering, the yield 
will be greatly reduced because the plant 
hasn’t had a chance to bounce back and 
grow stronger. 

An even better option in the late stage 
of vegging is to weigh down the dominant 
cola with a fishing weight on a line. Any 
gentle bending technique will work as 
well, but you must be careful not to break 
the branch. The idea is to get the top 
branch to hang below some of the lower 
ones. The plant will then send hormones 


called auxins to change the growth pat¬ 
tern, which it does when the dominant 
branch has been cut—even though, in this 
case, it hasn’t! This results in better pro¬ 
duction without actually removing any 
branches from your plant. 

Lower leaves and branches can be 
removed if you determine that they are 
shaded out and won’t be productive. 

Also, yellow leaves and dying branches 
should always be removed to avoid creat¬ 
ing a home for pests and diseases. 


subject Amsterdam Tripping 
from: Thomas 

I’ll be visiting Amsterdam for three days 
soon, and I’m looking for advice on what 
shops to visit and which strains to use. I 
would like to get out of the main tourist 
area, but not too far. Also, I don’t just want 
to go there and smoke and not take any¬ 
thing different or positive away from it. I’d 
like to learn from this special plant. 

So my question to you is this: Can you 
please recommend a coffeeshop to visit 
with a helpful staff, as well as a sativa strain 
that will give me a cerebral/spiritual high in 
the afternoon, followed by an indica in the 
evening to help me relax? 

Dear Thomas, 

Amsterdam is a wonderful city for more 
reasons than one. The coffeeshop scene 
is amazing, but there are plenty of other 
things to see as well. As for the coffee- 
shops, where else in the world can you 
walk into a comfortable, friendly environ¬ 
ment and order cannabis and hashish off 
a menu and then smoke it at your table, 
all without a doctor’s permission? Some 
of my favorites are De Dampkring, the 
Green House, the Grey Area and Bluebird. 
You should certainly stop by Barney’s 
for breakfast and try a wonderful sativa 
named Dr. Grinspoon. For an indica, get 
yourself some Shoreline OG from the 
Green Place. Needless to say, a great time 
to visit would be this November for our 
26th Annual High Times Cannabis Cup! 

Also, be sure to visit the Cannabis Col¬ 
lege in the red-light district for a com¬ 
prehensive lesson on marijuana use 
and activism (you can even take a gar¬ 
den tour). While in the area, stop by 
Sensi Seeds’ Hash, Marijuana and Hemp 
Museum for a look at the history of our 
favorite flower. And don’t leave the city 
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ent solution in a hydroponic reservoir prevents harmful molds and bacteria. 
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without visiting the recently reopened 
Rijksmuseum as well as the Van Gogh 
Museum. Amsterdam is also home to the 
greatest number of Vermeer paintings in 
the world, so be sure to check out some 
real Dutch masters while you’re there. 


subject: Selfies 

FROM: FOg 

^*1 love your Free Weed podcast! I look 
forward to every episode to help carry me 
though the lifeless train ride into the city. 
Also, I wanted to say thank you for your 
support of the cannabis movement and 
for having the courage to go out there 
on behalf of all the people who don’t. 

My question is whether there are products 
that allow you to “self” your strains? What 
(if anything) does this do to your seeds 
genetically? This might also be a good 
future topic for the podcast. Thanks for 
your time! 

Dear Fog, 

There are indeed several products on 
the market that allow you to “self” your 
plants. What this means is that you can 
shock the female plants into becoming 
hermaphrodites in order to collect pol¬ 
len that is incapable of producing males. 
This pollen, when sprinkled back on 
your females, will result only in seeds 
that produce female plants (or hermaph¬ 
rodites). This is how some breeders pro¬ 
duce feminized seeds, and also how they 
get clone-only plants to produce seeds. 

One product I can think of to induce 
this process is called Tiresias Mist. Some 
breeders also make their own sprays using 
gibberellic acid. The important thing to 
remember if you plan to experiment like 
this is that it’s only the first step in a long 
process of seed selection; it is not the only 
or final step. And it’s a good idea to read a 
book on cannabis breeding, such as Robert 
Connell Clarke’s Marijuana Botany, before 
embarking on any genetic experiments. 


subject Strain Hunt 

FROM: PNW 


I’m a medical marijuana patient in Wash¬ 
ington State and have been hearing great 
things about a strain called Old Toby. Any 
idea where I can get my hands on seeds or 
clones of it? 
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Read up on marijuana breeding principles before 
attempting to cross strains. 


Dear PNW, 

Old Toby is a strain developed specifi¬ 
cally for medical use by Matthew Gordon, 
a med-pot patient himself who swears by 
its properties, including reversing short¬ 
term memory loss and treating serious ill¬ 
nesses. He’s been working with the variety 
for years, backcrossing it for the specific 
purpose of retaining its medicinal prop¬ 
erties. At this time, the real Old Toby is 
available only at Choice Wellness Center 
on Aurora Avenue in Seattle, WA ( choice- 
wellnesswa.com). They’re taking requests 
from growers and patients who want to 
experiment and discover more about this 
unique and healing strain. 


subject Soil Choices 
from Blue Ridge Grow 

Love the podcast! My question has to do 
with growing mediums. I am a middle- 
aged man living under the buckle of the 
Bible Belt, and most lawmakers here in 
the Southeast are not very supportive of 
pro-marijuana legislation. As a result, I am 
forced to grow in secrecy. And that brings 
me to my question: I’m a second-year 
grower with limited time and resources, 
and I really would like to simplify things a 
bit. It seems that my biggest issues have 
to do with feeding—I either give my plants 
too much or not enough. I’d like to know if 
you have a recommendation for a soil mix 
that would serve as an “all-in-one”? I need a 
mix that I can use for my seedlings/clones 
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Danko Tip: Never let soil containers sit in stagnant water. It's best to drain 
runoff water from your overflow trays within an hour of watering. 


and grow them out without supplemental feeding (i.e., using only 
water). Please keep in mind where I live: There are no grow shops 
near me, so I’ve been unable to find bat guano or earthworm cast¬ 
ings and am trying to develop a mix from things readily available at 
places like Lowe’s, Home Depot or the local farm supply. I’m grow¬ 
ing indoors, and I also put a few outdoors in the summer. I’m using 
LED lighting (sorry, Danny, but it was a better fit for the grow area 
I have to work with and the lack of venting options), and I typically 
grow a few different strains at a time. 

I hope that’s enough info to answer my question, and thank 
you for furthering the cause of medical marijuana for those of us 
who can’t speak out openly in favor for fear of losing our jobs or 
social standing or even facing legal persecution. I’d “like” you on 
Facebook if I could! 

Dear BRG, 

Thanks for the kind words on the podcast and the activism. 
Speaking out about the benefits of marijuana is my life’s call¬ 
ing, so it’s nice to hear what you have to say. One day we’ll all 
be free to share our love of cannabis, and I truly look forward 
to that day. 

As for a soil mix, I take it you’re not interested in order¬ 
ing anything off the Internet to be delivered, but your options 
would be greatly increased if you were. In that case, I would 
highly recommend Subcool’s Team Green Avenger Super 
Soil (available at tgasupersoil.com ). Otherwise, you’re at the 
mercy of what’s available in the store. I know Miracle-Gro has 
released an organic mix, but I can’t find it in my heart to rec¬ 
ommend anything sold by Scotts (look them up on the Internet 
to find out their many crimes against nature). 

Your best bet is to purchase a bale of Pro-Mix (a peat-based 
soilless mix available at most home-goods stores) and then 
amend it with a few choice additives such as greensand, guano 
(which you can also find on the Internet) and dolomitic lime to 
buffer the pH. At this point, even Home Depot and Lowe’s carry 
organic nutrient additives that you can use to supplement your 
soilless mix. 


subject Reusing Soil 
from Salsa Verde 

I don’t reuse soil, but here is my question: Since soilless mixes are all 
well and good, then, hypothetically, why would reusing soil be such 
a bad thing? Of course, the beneficial microbes and built-in nutri¬ 
ents would be lacking, but that’s how non-soil mediums already 
are, and it’s easy enough to plan for and compensate. I figured this 
might be a worthy question in relation to budgeting a grow, as well 
as addressing the inherent issue of waste. 

Dear Salsa, 

The problem with reusing soil is that anything harmful in 
it, such as pests or pathogens, will still be present when it’s 
reused. Also, by the end of a plant’s life cycle, the nutrients in 
the soil will be completely depleted, leaving it devoid of almost 
any beneficial microbes or foods. Starting from scratch and 
using new soil is worth every penny when growing indoors. 
Outdoors, reusing soil isn’t as risky so long as you amend it 
with fresh nutrients and compost. 
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Miraculous 

Marijuana 

Mangoes, witchcraft 
d quitting tobacco. 

Got a question for Dr. Mitch? Email him at 420research@gmail.com. 






Can eating mangoes make your 
pot more potent? 

Popeye 

Hi Popeye, 

Mangoes and cannabis both 
contain myrcene, a terpenoid 
that contributes to flavor and 
smell. Myrcene decreases 
pain and might have subjec¬ 
tive effects similar to the 
“couchlock” that some folks 
attribute to indicas. Research¬ 
ers haven’t administered a 
standard dose to subjects 
who either have or haven’t 
eaten mangoes, so we don’t 
know if it really works. Fans 
of the practice might be 
unconsciously taking bigger 
hits or holding them longer. If 
myrcene really is the relevant 
mechanism, you’d have to 
eat at least four big mangoes. 
But any healthy diet will keep 
you sensitive to the plant. 

You might as well stick with 
spinach. 


My cousin says that cannabis 
was part of the witches’ Sabbath 
back in the day. Is there any truth 
to the idea? 

Ozzy 

Hi Ozzy, 

At least one person believed 
that it was true: In the 1480s, 
Pope Innocent VIII (there’s a 
paradoxical name for you!) 
condemned witchcraft and 
the use of hemp in what he 
called the “Satanic Mass.” 
Many other plants were sup¬ 
posedly involved, including 
the hallucinogens henbane 
and belladonna. Burning 
opium might also have been 
part of the rite. Certainly, it 
must have differed from your 
average church service. 



In the 1480s, Pope 
Innocent VIII condemned 
witchcraft and the use of 
hemp in what he called 
the “Satanic Mass.” 

Can herb help people quit smok¬ 
ing cigarettes? 

Nick O’Tine 

Hi Nick, 

I always thought that this 
approach was a simple sub¬ 
stitution whereby smoking 
one plant might allay the 
craving for another. But new 
data reveal that a cannabidiol 
inhaler used during craving 
helped cigarette smokers cut 
down their consumption by 
40 percent. It was a small 
study, but it seems promis¬ 
ing. Plants alone probably 
aren’t enough to keep you 
off tobacco, though. Your tax 
dollars have already funded 
smokefree.gov, where you can 
get into some proven tech¬ 
niques for quitting. ^ 

Dr. Mitch Earley wine, PhD, is 
an associate professor of psy¬ 
chology at SUNYAlbany and 
the author of Understanding 
Marijuana and The Parents’ 
Guide to Marijuana. 
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Viva Tupamaros! 

Uruguay legalizes cannabis 
cultivation-leading the way as 
South America's coolest country. 


T hanks to Juan Vaz, cannabis is 
now legal to cultivate in Uruguay. 
Vaz is the head of the AECU (Can¬ 
nabis Studies Association of Uruguay), 
the activist group that has worked for 
years to end his country’s ban on can¬ 
nabis cultivation. 

Uruguay just might be the coolest 
country in our hemisphere. In fact, it has 
never actually banned the recreational 
use of any substance, 
although there have been 
laws against the manu¬ 
facture and sale of some 
plants—laws that were 
loosely enforced, if at all. 

Indeed, Vaz has cultivated 
his own cannabis for years. 

Previously, if he was asked 
by police where he got his 
stash, he was forced to lie 
and say something like “It 
fell out of a palm tree.” Now 
Vaz can tell them the truth: He grows it. 

Uruguay should be a model for the 
rest of the world instead of being possibly 
the most overlooked country on earth. 
Remarkably, despite being a melting pot, 
Uruguayan society has not been marked 
by any serious racial bigotry. The waves 
of mostly Spanish and Italian immi¬ 
grants that descended on this tiny coastal 
country in the 19 th century mixed freely 
with the small native population. All races 
are found here, and intermarriage is the 
norm, not the exception. 

There’s a strong middle class and 
little poverty, and thus very little crime. 
Even the lowliest jobs are afforded a true 
living wage, providing a sense of dignity 
for all. The government and economy 
have been so stable for almost the last 
three decades that Uruguay is now called 
the “Switzerland of South America.” You 
get a sense that the government actually 
works for the people and not multina¬ 
tional corporations. 

But it wasn’t always this way. Uruguay 
had to fight hard for independence, as 
many nations in both the old and new 
worlds coveted its sheltered harbors 
and white sandy beaches. In the 1960s, 
a socialist group called the Tupamaros 


battled against a brutal military dicta¬ 
torship that was slowly stripping the 
citizens of all civil rights. Led by Raul 
Sendic, the Tupamaros became famous 
for robbing banks and kidnapping bank 
presidents. Most of the stolen money 
was distributed to the poor, while the 
presidents were held for ransom in the 
Tupamaros’ secret “people’s prison,” 
which had over 100 detainees at its peak. 

Eventually, Sendic was cap¬ 
tured and tortured for years. 
He may have lost the battle, 
but his troops eventually won 
the war. In 1984, civilian rule 
returned and, in 2009, Jose 
“Pepe” Mujica, a former Tupa- 
maro guerrilla, was elected 
president. Pepe is famous for 
donating 90 percent of his 
$150,000 salary to the poor. 
He drives an ancient VW bug 
and tends to his chrysan¬ 
themum farm outside Montevideo, the 
country’s capital, where half of its three- 
million-plus inhabitants reside. 

I expect a surge of cannabis tourism, 
and I pray that these pilgrims treat Uru¬ 
guay with respect. Since there’s virtually 
no violent crime in this gentle country, 
let’s hope it becomes a sanctuary for 
peaceful people seeking a refuge from 
the random violence that seems to be 
overtaking the rest of the planet. 

In Montevideo, a one-bedroom condo 
with a garage will cost around $120,000 
to purchase or $1,200 a month to rent, 
though you can find something much 
cheaper out in the sticks. The Costa de 
Oro (Gold Coast) is where most tourists 
head, a 30-mile stretch of beach that 
starts just 20 miles outside Montevideo. 
This area is often compared with the 
European Riviera, although it’s much 
less populated. You can find a nice two- 
bedroom beach house for $500 a month, 
or buy a palace with a swimming pool 
for around $200,000. Practically no one 
speaks English, however, so if you plan 
to visit, start learning Spanish, and keep 
in mind that the natives speak a blend 
of Spanish and Italian that has its own 
peculiar slang and accents. ^ 



Uruguay has ended its ban 
on cannabis cultivation. 
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Making News 

A search for answers regarding a 
friends murder lands your humble 
narrator on CNN. 


I’ve always considered myself more of a 
writer than a journalist. Journalists spend 
hours researching issues, confronting 
powerful people and putting themselves in 
dangerous situations to get their story. Me? 
I just interview activists and get high with 
celebrities. But once in a while, a real story 
comes along that I feel compelled to cover, 
and so I have to step up my game. 

For instance: In June 2010, 

I wrote a feature about US vet¬ 
erans who were being refused 
treatment by the Veterans 
Administration for their use 
of medical marijuana. Then, 
earlier this year, I learned that 
Boston Marathon bombing 
suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
had been implicated in a 
2011 triple murder in Waltham, MA—of 
which one of the victims was my friend 
Erik Weissman, the co-founder of Hitman 
Glass—and I began following the case 
devotedly. After scouring the Internet for 
even the most obscure information and 
combing through every story I could find, I 
realized that the most important questions 
were not being adequately addressed. Vow¬ 
ing to use my own modest media voice and 
personal connection to Erik to help search 
for answers, I aggregated all of the facts, 
theories and testimony I could find and 
wrote two investigative articles for HTs 
website on the topic, which I then com¬ 
bined into a single piece for the magazine 
(Sept. T3). Apparently, my work didn’t go 
unnoticed: On Saturday, July 13,1 was con¬ 
tacted via Facebook by Stephen Samaniego, 
a producer with CNN. He’d read my articles 
online and asked if I’d be willing to come 
in for an interview. 

At 9 a.m. on Monday morning, I entered 
the Time Warner Building (conveniently 
located just around the corner from HT 
headquarters) and headed up to the offices 
of CNN. There, I sat down with national 
correspondent Deborah Feyerick for 
a 15-minute interview about my rela¬ 
tionship with Erik and my thoughts 
on his murder. 

“Anyone who knew Erik would 
know that he was in no way some 
kind of dangerous drug dealer,” I 
told her. 


Most of all, Feyerick wanted to know 
if I thought the Waltham police had 
done an adequate job of investigating the 
three deaths. My answer was no, pointing 
out that their “drug rip-off gone wrong” 
theory made no sense since the cash and 
the weed were left at the scene. 

“They didn’t take the money and they 
didn’t take the drugs,” she reiterated. 

“Right,” I answered, 
“and I think that the 
police writing it off as 
[a drug rip-off] early 
on may be the reason 
they didn’t investigate 
further, which could’ve 
possibly prevented the 
Boston bombings.” 

The following night, 
CNN aired the report featuring my inter¬ 
view on Erin Burnett OutFront. The pro¬ 
ducers ended up using only two sentences 
from that 15-minute interview, omitting 
my comments about how the cops’ “drug 
rip-off” theory was a red herring and that 
a motive of religious zealotry seemed 
far more in keeping with the facts of the 
case. Nevertheless, I commend CNN for 
continuing to follow this story and was 
honored to have been asked to participate 
in it. Since a national cable news network 
has considerably greater resources—in 
terms of money, access and credibility— 
than I do, I sincerely hope CNN continues 
to demand answers from both the FBI and 
the Waltham police regarding this seem¬ 
ingly mishandled case. I know I will. 

While being acknowledged by CNN for 
my efforts was gratifying, it’s nothing com¬ 
pared to being acknowledged by Erik’s fam¬ 
ily. After sharing a link to the report on a 
Facebook page dedicated to Erik’s memory, 

I received the following message from his 
sister Aria, who manages the page: 

“Much appreciated, Bobby!!! I know 
it’s all love with my brother from you! I 
loved the questions you posed 
back to the New York Times. You 
asked the right ones. Thank you 
for keeping his memory alive and 
continuing to fight for justice to 
be served!” 

No need to thank me, Aria—it’s 
my job ... I’m a journalist. ^4 



Watch the full 
CNN report at 
hightimes.com/ 
cnnwaltham. 
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Light at the End of the Tunnel 

As prohibition begins its unavoidable collapse, 
opportunities-and optimism-abound. 


Allen St. Pierre is the executive director of NORML. Visit norml.org. 


G one are the days when policymak¬ 
ers and propagandists claimed 
that cannabis causes criminality, 
induces males to develop breasts or alters 
human genetics forever by damaging 
chromosomes. Instead, the questions 
directed at cannabis-law reform advocates 
these days are both forward-looking and 
unsensational. A ready example: “How 
much revenue can be derived from legal 
cannabis commerce, and how many jobs 
will it create?” 

Obviously, the amount of tax revenue 
and license fees depends on a state’s size 
and population; so, too, does the number 
of jobs created. Judging by the current 
employment numbers, as well as the regu¬ 
latory schemes set up by state and federal 
governments for alcohol and tobacco 
products, it’s clear that when cannabis is 
legal, tens of thousands of new jobs will 
be added to the economy and tax rolls 
at the local, state and federal level. Also, 
numerous jobs that already exist in the 
current “gray market” for medical canna¬ 
bis will go from being illegal—meaning no 
tax benefits for society or accrued social 
benefits for the individual worker—to 
legal. Some of this has already happened 
in states like California, where many of 
the workers employed by medical can¬ 
nabis dispensaries in Los Angeles and the 
Bay Area are members of a large public 
union, the UFCW (United Food and Com¬ 
mercial Workers). 



In the future, transporters, cultivators, 
rippers, cutters, processors and packag¬ 
ers will all morph from being “criminals” 
to being part of a legal industry. In each 
of our 50 state capitals, state regulatory 
agencies will monitor, regulate and tax 
cannabis commerce in the same way 
that states regulate and collect taxes on 
tobacco, alcohol, casinos, lottery tickets 
and so on. Moreover, consumer orga¬ 
nizations in these states will work in 
concert with national groups—think of 
a Consumer Reports or Public Inter¬ 
est Research Group (PIRG) model for 
cannabis consumers—to make sure that 
high-quality cannabis is being produced, 
as well as advocating for reasonably low 
taxes and pragmatic government restric¬ 
tions and advocating against corporate 
dominance (the potential “Monsanto- 
ization”) of the cannabis industry. 

Thousands of jobs related to quality- 
control testing and safety assurance will 
be created in order to provide labeling 


information for fully informed consumer 
choices. Ending cannabis prohibition will 
also spur construction and design jobs 
for cultivation and processing facilities. 
And don’t forget retail space—think Star- 
buds, not Starbucks! 

When locally grown and sourced can¬ 
nabis is freed from the shackles of pro¬ 
hibition, thousands of secondary jobs in 
cannabis tourism (most notably in nearby 
hotels, eateries and stores) will emerge. 
And as cannabis prohibition ends, the 
illogical prohibition on industrial hemp 
will end with it. New jobs in agriculture, 
farm-equipment manufacturing and pro¬ 
cessing will be “repatriated” from coun¬ 
tries like Canada, France and the United 
Kingdom, which long ago allowed their 
farmers to cultivate hemp domestically. 

Last but not least, with legal business 
comes capital formation and specula¬ 
tive investment. In time, with hundreds 
of public companies associated with 
cannabis, phalanxes of financial, busi¬ 
ness and agricultural analysts will be 
employed by major institutions, both in 
and out of government, to hourly track 
the economic value of the sector. 

Naturally, there will be some eco¬ 
nomic losers after cannabis is legalized 
in America. Pee-testers, narcotics officers 
and prison-guard unions will find their 
ranks thinned. And those who work for 
anti-pot propaganda outfits like DARE 
will need to find gainful employment. ^ 


FREEDOM FIGHTER 


byErikAltieri, NORML communications coordinator 


Angell’sFire 

For over a decade, Tom Angell 
has been blazing a path in 
marijuana-law reform. 

Tom Angell started his activist 
journey in the Ocean State, where 
he attended the University of Rhode 
Island and joined what would become 
the URI chapter of Students for Sen¬ 
sible Drug Policy. In 2002, he formed 
the Rhode Island Patient Advocacy 
Coalition, which helped to enact the 
state’s medical marijuana law. 


Two years later, he moved 
to Washington, DC and 
began working at the 
national SSDP office 
as media director. 

He worked there for 
four years before leaving 
to take a position with Law 
Enforcement Against Prohibition, 
where he helped spread the message 
of concerned criminal-justice profes¬ 
sionals who had witnessed firsthand 
the devastation caused by the War 
on Drugs. 


Last year, Tom founded 
the Marijuana Majority, 
with the goal of helping 
people understand that 
marijuana-law reform is 
a mainstream issue. The 
group’s website highlights 
quotes from public figures who 
have spoken out in favor of reform¬ 
ing marijuana laws. In one of its 
first major projects, the Marijuana 
Majority led a coalition of groups that 
successfully introduced and passed 
a resolution at the US Conference of 


Mayors calling for the federal gov¬ 
ernment to respect state and local 
marijuana laws. 

“Moving forward,” Tom says, 
“Marijuana Majority is in the very 
early stages of planning a ground¬ 
breaking new effort that will take 
advantage of cutting-edge technolo¬ 
gies to encourage people to come 
out of the cannabis closet. This will 
significantly change how the public 
and policymakers view people who 
use marijuana-and the laws that 
currently criminalize them.” 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA DIRECTORY 





Suite407 

Hamilton,0NL8N1B2 
write for info 


CALIFORNIA 


Alternate Natural Solutions Inc. 

8477 Enterprise Dr. 

Jamestown, CA 95327 
(209) 352-6779 
altnatsol.com 

“Home of the 5 dollar gram” 

Club Cannex 

11004 Magnolia Ave. 

Garden Grove, CA 92843 
Phone: 562-200-1164 
www. club cann ex. org 
rudy@clubcannex.org 
Compassionate, Understanding, 
Servicing, 

Honoring, Inspirational, Passionate 

Coffee Shop Blue Sky 

37717th Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 251-0690 
Open 9am-8pm Mon-Sat, 

10am-6pm Sunday 
oaksterdamgiftshop. com 

The Good Life 

4316 Melrose Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90029 

(323) 522-3542 

Open 7 days, 10AM-11PM 

facebook.com/goodlifemelrose 

Twitter Good Life Melrose 

Also fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Green Dragon Caregivers 

7423 Van Nuys Blvd. Suite C 
VanNuys, CA 91405 
(818) 442-0054 
greendragoncoop.com 
edward @ greendragoncoop 
.com 

High Quiggle Healing Center 

1532 East Broadway 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

Phone: (562) 951-3975 

Fax: (562) 951-3902 

weedmaps.com 

“A circle of healing is never 

ending” 

Love Shack 

502 14th street 
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 552-5121 

theloveshackcooperative.com 
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, 

Sun llam-4pm 

Full Service Dispensary 

Voted Best of The Bay 

Mind, Body, and Soul 
Collective 

3131 East Central Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93725 
Phone: (559)-486-6010 
Fax: (559)-486-6011 
mbscollective.com 
admin@mbscollective.com 
“Open 7 days a week-Quality, 
Integrity, Trust” 

1 Love Wellness Center 

1841 El Camino Ave. 

Sacramento, CA 95815 

916-231-LOVE 

916-927-1553 (fax) 

llovewellness.org 

linda@onelovewellness.org 

“Sacramento’s largest and loving 

Wellness Center” 

7StarMeds 

3823 San Pablo Dam Rd. 

El Sobrante, CA, 94803 
(510) 758-MEDS(6337) 


COLORADO 


Karmaceuticals LLC 

4 South Santa Fe Drive 
Denver, CO 80223 
(303)-765-2762 

facebook.com/karmaceuticals 
karmaceuticalsco @ gmail.com 
“Over 120 strains of fire” 

Mintum Medicinal / 

Vail Valley 

Minturn, CO 81645 
(720) 490-0458 
Free Delivery 
minturnmedicinal.com 


MICHIGAN 


A2 Compassionate Healthcare 

MedMar A2 Inc. 

1818 Packard Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734.213.1420 
medmarx.net 

Highest grade medical marijuana at 
the lowest prices. 

Cannoisseur Collective 

“A Shelf Above The Rest” 

State St (call for pre-verification & 
address) 

Ann Arbor, MI 
734-494-0772 
cannoisseurcollective.com 
Twitter.com/Cannoisseurlife 

Lakeshore Alternatives Seed 
Bank 

6155 Blue Star Highway 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-1188 

lakeshoremeds @ gmail.com 
lakeshorealternatives.com 
‘West Michigan’s #1 Place for 
finding SEEDS” 

Michigan Compassion Center 

1222 Glenwood Ave. 

Flint, MI 48503 
970-509-0781 (Phone number) 
810-265-7821 (office number) 
810-265-7436 (fax number) 
mcccflint @ gmail. com 
facebook.com/ 
michigancompassioncenter 
“Patients Come First” 

Michigan Medical Marijuana 

Certification Center 
29877 Telegragh Road, 

Suite 303 B 
Southfield, MI 48034 
(248) 932-6400 
MMMCC.net 

MSC3 

227 N. Winter Street Ste 302 
Adrian, MI 49221 
medicinalsolutions.com 
MON-FRI 10am-8pm 
SAT 10am-7pm 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 

OM of Medicine 

112 South Main Street, 

3rd Floor 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-369-8255 
omofmedicine.org 
info @ omofmedicine.org 
“Power to the Patients!” 

Pure West 
Compassion Club 

840 N. Black River Dr. Ste #80 
Holland, MI 49424 
616-466-4204 


purewestclub @ gmail.com 
CALL TODAY & Get Doctor 
Certified for $99 


MONTANA 


Olympus Incendias 

2591 Industry #A 
Missoula, MT 59808 
Phone: (406) 829-WEED 
www.missoulameds.com 
Customer oriented true 
Compassion Center! 


OREGON 


Eugene Compassion Center 

2055 W. 12th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97402 
(541) 484-6558 


WASHINGTON 


Conscious Care Cooperative 
Lake City 

3215 NE 123 rd St. 

Seattle, WA 98125 

Lakecity @ cccooper ative. org 

https://mmjmenu.com/ 

dispensaries/757-conscious-care- 

cooperative-lake-city 

Phone: (206) 466-1206 

Fax: (206) 466-1203 

Purple Cross Patient 
Care Association 

469 North 36th Street, Suite D 
Seattle, WA 98103 
Phone: (425) 446-1205 
Fax: (206) 588-1596 
purplecrosspatientcare.org 
Mon-Sat, 11-9 pm Sun. 1-9 pm 
Open 7 days a week! 


CANADA 


Note: Canadian medical clubs rarely 
accept US medical marijuana IDs. Prior 
arrangements need to be made before 
your visit by contacting the medical club. 

CALM Toronto 

P.O. Box 47023, Stn. 425 
220 Yonge St. 

Toronto, ON m5b 2P1 
Office: (416) 367-3459 
Fax: (416) 367-4679 
Open 7 days a week 
cannabisclub.ca 

Canadian Compassion 
Dispensary 

US patients welcome. 

Phone: 647-771-9703 
Toronto, ON 
www.c-disp.com. 

TA.G.G.S. Dispensary 

11696 224th Street 

Maple Ridge, BC V2X-6A2 

Phone: (604)-477-0557 

Fax: (604)-477-0575 

Open 7 days/week, llam-7pm 

taggsdispensary.ca 

US medical patients welcome. 

DISPENSARY 

SERVICES 

Cannaline 

cannaline.com 

Wholesale only 

301-356-9096 

Stock & custom printed 

glass containers, concentrate 

containers & medicine bags. 


To advertise in this section, call John McCooe at (212) 387-0500, ext. 204 
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Happy trimmers harvest more! 
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ARIZONA 


Jamal Allen 

Allen & Associates, Lawyers 

1811 S. Alma School Rd, Ste 145 

Mesa, AZ 85210 

Ph: 480-899-1025 

Fax: 480-248-6389 

goodazlawyers.com 

All Stops, Arrests & Seizures 


CALIFORNIA 


Bob Boyd 

107 W. Perkins Street, Ste #17 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
707-468-0500 

mendocinolaw@comcast.net 

mendocinolaw.com 

Omar Figueroa 

Law Offices of Omar Figueroa 
7770 Healdsburg Ave, Ste. A 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
(707) 829-0215 
omar @ stanfordalumni.org 
omarfigueroa.com 
Founder of Cannabis Law 
Institute. Specializing in 
cannabis cultivation and 
medical marijuana cases. Free 
case consultation. iYo hablo 
espanol! 

Christopher M. Glew 

1851 E. First Street, Ste. 840 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

Fax: 714-648-0501 

Phone: 714-648-0004 

marijuanalawyer@yahoo.com 

glewkimlaw.com 

Imhoff & Associates, P.C. 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Vince Imhoff, Managing 
Partner 

Los Angeles, CA 
800-887-0000 

Info @ CriminalAttorney.com 
CriminalAttorney.com 
Experienced, aggressive 
Medical Marijuana & 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 

Nationwide 

**Free consultation** 

Law Offices of 
John M. Kucera 

1416 West Street 
Redding, CA 96001 
530-241-1800 
jkucera@snowcrest.net 
Former major grow 
prosecutor. 

Over 30 years of aggressive 
and experienced state and 


federal defense. Serving 
Shasta, Siskiyou, Tehama, 
Trinity and other Northern 
California counties on request. 
jmk-law.com 

Bruce Margolin 

8749 Holloway Dr. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
310-652-0991 or 
800-420-LAWS 
bmargolin@aol.com 
18004201aws.com 
margolinlawoffices.com 
Marijuana and criminal 
defense since 1967. Director, 
L.A. NORML. Call for a free 
guide to marijuana laws in all 
50 states. 

Eric Shevin 

15260 Ventura Blvd., Ste 1050 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

Phone: 818-784-2700 

Fax: 818-784-2411 

eshevin @ aol .com 

shevinlaw.com 

Cannabis expertise, criminal 

defense and business 

formation. 

Randy Sue Pollock 

2831 Telegraph Ave 
Oakland, CA 94609 
Phone: 510-763-9967 
Fax: 510-272-0711 
PollockEsq@aol.com 


COLORADO 


Sean T. McAllister, Esq. 

McAllister Law Office, P.C. 
Criminal Defense/Dispensary 
Representation 
Offices in Denver Ph: 
720-722-0048 

www.mcallisterlawoffice.com 


CONNECTICUT 


Law Office of Aaron J. 
Romano, PC 

45 Wintonbury Avenue, Ste 107 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Tel. 860-286-9026 
attorneyaaronromano.com 
Criminal Defense - MMJ 
Advocacy - Expungements 
15 Years of Fighting for Your 
Right to be Natural 


FLORIDA 


James Davis 

Law Office of James Davis, P.A. 
300 West Adams St, Ste 550 
Jacksonville, FI 32202 
Office: 904.358.0420 


Fax: 904.353.1359 
Criminal defense focusing on 
drug cases. 

Law Offices of 

Ricardo P. Hermida 

55 Merrick Way, Suite 212 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 
Tel: 305-461-1116 
Fax: 306-461-6446 
rick@rphermida.com 
Aggressive State and Federal 
grow house defense in Miami, 
Dade County and throughout 
Florida. Member—National 
Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers and Florida 
Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers. 

“Se Habla Espanol” 

Greg M. Lauer 

Board Certified Expert in 
Criminal Trial Law 
644 SE 5th Ave. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
(954)559-0647 
www.law-lc.com 
Offices in Broward, Dade, 

& WPB *Former Drug 
Trafficking Prosecutor 
*Free Initial Consultation 

Donald A. Lykkebak 

250 Park Ave South, Suite 200 

Winter Park, FL 32789 

Ph: 407-425-4044 

Fax: 321-972-8907 

don@donaldlykkebak.com 

donaldlykkebak.com 

“Board certified criminal trial 

lawyer with over 30 years’ 

experience.” 

Emmanuel Perez 

901 Ponce de Leon Blvd 
Suite 101 

Coral Gables, FL 33134 
Tel: 305-442-7443 
Fax: 305-441-9218 
lawperez.com 
perez@lawperez.com 
With over 25 years 
representing people 
criminally charged with 
anything from simple 
Possession to Interstate 
Trafficking, in both State and 
Federal Court. Member of 
the National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers 
and Member of the Criminal 
Law Section Florida Bar. 

(First Consultation is always 


FREE). “Se Habla Espanol” 

Robert Shafer & 
Associates, P.A. 

Robert Shafer 

106 N. Pearl Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32202-4620 
Tel: 904-350-9333 
Fax: 904-633-7820 
shafercriminallaw.com 
robert @ shafercriminallaw.com 
Over 30 years focusing on 
drug charges. 


ILLINOIS 


Jeffrey B. Fawell 

Fawell & Associates 
500 S. Country Farm Rd, 

Ste 200 Wheaton, IL 60187 
630-665-9300 
fawell @ fawell. com 
Criminal, DUI, traffic, and 
immigration defense. 

Imhoff & Associates, P.C. 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Vince Imhoff, Managing 
Partner 
Naperville, IL 
800-887-0000 

Info@CriminalAttorney.com 

CriminalAttorney.com 

Experienced, aggressive 

Medical Marijuana & 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 

Nationwide 

** Free consultation** 


INDIANA 


Stephen W. Dillon 

Dillon Law Office 
3601 N. Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46205 
317-923-9391 

steve@dillonlawindy.com 
stevedillonlaw.com 
Chair, NORML Board 
of Directors. 


KANSAS 


William (Billy) K.Rork 

1321 SW Topeka Blvd. 
Topeka, KS 66612-1816 
785-235-1650 
rork@rorklaw.com 
rorklaw.com 
Zealous and successful 
drug defenses on I-70/I-35 
vehicle stops. 

Cal Williams 

Calvin K. Williams Chtd. 
280 N. Court Ave., 


P.O. Box 304 
Colby, KS 67701 
785-460-9777 

calwilliamsesq@hotmail.com 
On 1-70, western Kansas. 


MARYLAND 


David E. Kindermann, Esq. 

15 West Montgomery Ave, 
Suite 300 

Rockville, MD 20850 
Tel: 301-762-7900 - 24/7 
Fax: 301-309-0887 
kindermannlaw.com 
dave@kindermannlaw.com 
Licensed in Maryland, D.C. 
and Federal Courts incl. U.S. 
Supreme Court. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Norman S. Zalkind 

Zalkind, Duncan & Bernstein 
LLP 

65A Atlantic Ave. 

Boston, MA 02110 
Phone: 617-742-6020 
Fax: 617-742-3269 
nzalkind@zalkindlaw.com 


MICHIGAN 


Matthew R. Abel 

Cannabis Counsel PLC 
2930 Jefferson Avenue East 
Detroit, MI 48207 
313-446-2235 
attorneyabel @ me.com 
cannabiscounsel.com 
Executive Director of 
MINORML. NORML Legal 
Committee Lifetime Member. 
Specializing in cannabis cases 
and cannabusiness law. 

Jason Barrix 

Attorney at Law 
Barrix Law Firm PC 
2627 E. Beltline Ave SE, 

Suite 310B 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546-593 
Call 24/7 Service 
l-877-NO-4-Jail / 
1-877-664-5245 
Fax: 1-888-337-1308 
barrixlaw.com 
Criminal Defense Focusing 
on Drug, DUI, License 
and Injury Cases. “Winning 
Cases Statewide since 1993” 

Daniel Grow 

Daniel Grow, PLLC 
800 Ship Street, Suite 110 
Saint Joseph, MI 49085 
Office: (800) 971-8420 


To advertise in this section, call Ann Marie Dennis at (212) 387-0500, ext. 223 
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Clean Scissors... Trim Faster! 




Use with your favorite 
cleaning solution. 

Get squeaky clean 
scissors in seconds! 




cal i extra ctions@gma»Lcom 

CaliExtractions.com 
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Fax: (269) 743-6117 

Michael A. Mclnerney, 

Esq. 

Michael A. Mclnerney, PLC 
312 E. Fulton 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
(616) 776-0200 (24 hrs) 
mamgrlaw@gmail.com 
Defending your rights! 
Medical Marijuana Issues 
Civil/Criminal Trial Attorney 
All Michigan Courts 

John Targowski 

Targowski Law Office, PLLC 
141 East Michigan Ave Ste 201 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
Ph: (269) 290-5606 
Fax: (269) 345-1655 
jtargo@icloud.com 


MISSOURI 


K. Louis Caskey 

1102 Grand Blvd, Suite 800 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
Phone: 816-221-9114 
Cell Phone: 816-536-1411 
Fax: 816-220-0757 
klouie711@aol.com 
caskeyatlaw.com 

Daniel Dodson 

315 Marshall Street 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
573-636-9200 or 
800-DODSON-l 
dd @ danieldodson.net 
danieldodson.net 
Board member, NACDL; 
Nationwide advice/referrals. 

Dan Viets 

15 N. 10th St. 

Columbia, MO 65201 
573-443-6866 
danviets @ justice.com 
Former president of MO Assoc, 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 
NORML Board Chair. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Sven Wiberg 

Wiberg Law Office 

2456 Lafayette Road, Suite 7 

Portsmouth, NH, 03801 

Phone: 603-686-5454 

Fax: 603-457-0332 

sven@nhcriminaldefense.com 


NEW JERSEY 


William H. Buckman 

110 Marter Ave, Suite 209 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
Phone: 856-608-9797 
Fax: 856-608-6244 


wbuckman@whbuckman.com 

whbuckman.com 

Nathan Kittner 

131 Main St. 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 
201-488-5565 
vlsgrad@prodigy.net 
Criminal defense litigation. 

Get defended! 

Frank T. Luciano, P.C. 

147 Main St, Suite #5 
Lodi, NJ 07644 
Phone: (973) 471-00 04 
Fax: (973) 471-1244 
cdswiz.com 

Lifetime member of NORML. 
Over 30 years of defending 
drug prosecutions. Free book 
on drug cases in New Jersey. 

Allan Marain 

100 Bayard St. 

P.O. Box 1030 

New Brunswick, NJ 08903 

732-828-2020 

info@NJMarijuana.com 

njmarijuana.com 

When pleading guilty is not 

an option. 

NealWiesner 

Law Office of Neal Wiesner 
1 Maiden Lane, 9th floor 
New York, NY 10038 
Tel: 212-732-2225 
Fax: 718-556-0118 
nealwiesner@aol.com 


NEW MEXICO 


David C. Serna 
Serna Law Offices 

725 Lomas Blvd. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-242-4057 
sernalaw.com 
Board-certified criminal- 
defense specialist. NORML 
lawyer since 1985. 


NEW YORK 


Robert S. Gershon 

Law Office of Robert S. Gershon 
142 Joralemon Street, Ste 5A 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
718-625-3977 
robertgershon.com 
rg@robgershon.com 
I help good people in bad 
situations. 

David C. Holland, Esq. 

David C. Holland, P.C. 

250 West 57 St., Suite 920 
New York, NY 10016 


212-935-4500 
Licensed in NY, NJ & MD. 

Neal Wiesner 

Law Office of Neal Wiesner 
1 Maiden Lane, 9th floor 
New York, NY 10038 
Tel: 212-732-2225 
Fax: 718-556-0118 
nealwiesner@aol.com 


OHIO 


Spiros P. Cocoves 

Law Offices of Spiros P. 
Cocoves 

610 Adams St., 2nd Fir 
Toledo, OH 43604-1423 
419-241-5506 
Fax: 419-242-3442 
scocoves@gmail.com 
Federal/State Criminal 
Defense, OH/MI 


OKLAHOMA 


M. Michael Arnett 

Arnett Law Firm 
3133 N.W. 63 rd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73116 
Tel: (405) 767-0522 
Fax: (405) 767-0529 
mikearnettl@juno.com 

Chad Moody 

217 N Harvey Street, Ste. 409 
Oklahoma City, ok 73102 
Phone: 405-231-4343 
Fax: 405 231-0233 
thedruglawyer@ 
thedruglawyer.com 
When a Conviction is Not an 
Option 


OREGON 


Joshua C. Gibbs 

Reynolds Defense Firm 

1512 SW 18th Avenue 

Portland, OR 97201 

josh@KindLegalDefense.com 

www.reynoldsdefensehrm.com 

Ph: 541-224-8255 

“We represent Kind people” 

John C. Lucy IV 

2121 SW Broadway, Suite 130 
Portland, OR 97201 
Phone: 503-227-6000 
Other Phone: 919-720-2513 
john@law420.com 
law420.com 

“Medical Marijuana and Drug 
Crime Defense Throughout 
Oregon” 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Simon T. Grill 


525 Elm Street 
Reading, PA 19601 
888-333-6016 
STG1300@epix.net 
Marijuana defense. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Robert E. Ianuario, 

M.B.A., J.D. 

Attorney & Counselor 
419 Vardry St. 

Greenville, SC 29601 

Tel (864) 255-9988 

Fax (866) 212-3249 

sc420attorney.com 

Member of Norrnl Legal 

Committee, Member of National 

College for DUI Defense 


TEXAS 


Jamie “The Dude” Balagia 

Offices in Austin and 
San Antonio, TX 
Board Member—San Antonio 
NORML. NORML Legal 
Committee. Former “VICE 
Cop”—Austin PD. State and 
Federal representation. 
420dude.com 
jamie@420dude.com 
San Antonio: 210-394-3833 
Austin: 512-278-0935 

Blackburn & Tisdell L.L.P. 

718 W 16th St. 

Amarillo, TX 79101 
Phone: 806-371- 8333 
Fax: 806-350- 7716 
blackburn@ipoftexas.org 
txcriminallawyer@yahoo.com 

Greg Gladden 

3017 Houston Ave. 

Houston, TX 77009-6734 
713-880-0333 
gladden @ airmail.net 

Gerald Goldstein 

2900 Tower Life Bldg. 

San Antonio, TX 78205 
210-226-1463 
GGandH @ aol.com 

Michael C. Lowe 

Attorney At Law 

700 N Pearl Street, Ste 2170 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

214.526.1900 

Toll free: 866.351.1900 

Fax:214.969.0258 

dallasj ustice.com 

Board certified in criminal 

law by the Texas board of legal 

specialization. 

Larry Sauer 


Law Offices of Larry Sauer 
1004 West Ave 
Austin, TX 78701 
512-479-5017 
austindruglawyer.com 
Criminal defense. 


VIRGINIA 


Adam B. Crickman 

Law Office of Adam B. 
Crickman 

3516 Plank Road, Suite 5-B 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
540-785-5500 
Experienced, Aggressive 
Criminal Defense. 


WASHINGTON 


JeffSteinbom 

3161 Elliot Avenue, Suite 340 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Tel: 206-622-5117 
Fax:206-622-3848 

PatStiley 

Stiley & Cikutovich 
1403 W. Broadway 
Spokane, WA 99201 
888-440-9001 
fudea@earthlink.net 
legaljoint.net 

If you grew it, we will come. 


WASHINGTON D.C. 


David E. Kindermann, Esq. 

15 W. Montgomery Ave, 

Ste. 300 

Rockville, MD 20850 
Tel: 301-762-7900 - 24/7 
Fax: 301-309-0887 
kindermannlaw.com 
dave@kindermannlaw.com 
Licensed in D.C., Maryland 
and Federal Courts incl. U.S. 
Supreme Court. 


WISCONSIN 


Robert J. Dvorak 

Hailing & Cayo 

320 E Buffalo St., Ste. 700 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

414-271-3400 

rjd@hallingcayo.com 

Representing the accused 

since 1978. 

Mark D. Richards S.C. 

209 8th Street 
Racine, WI 53403 
262-632-2200 

richardslaw@ ameritech.net 
richardslawl.com 
Aggressive drug defense. 


To advertise in this section, call Ann Marie Dennis at (212) 387-0500, ext. 223 
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Pot Shots 

Show us what you got! 

Email your hi-res digital photographs to mailbag@hightimes.com or send pictures (no Polaroids) to 250 West 57th St., Suite 920, New York, NY, 10107. 



FLOWER OF THE MONTH 


When Alien Attacks 

Here is a shot of some Alien 

Grapevine. Alien Grapevine was 
a limited release by Alien 2, $400 a 
pack. It's a cross of Blueberry Underdog 
and Tahoe Alien. My buddy got two 
beans from a friend and this is one of 
those phenos. I’m glad to have been 
blessed with these genetics and hope 
to get it out to patients in need of 
such heavy meds as soon as possible. 
Thanks for all that you guys do in and 
for the cannabis movement. Peace and 
love! high_above_the_ignorance on Instagram 
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THE GROWOLOGY SYSTEM. 
FERTILIZATION MADE SIMPLE. 


Growing healthy, hearty plants 
dopiin't haw kbrcvinplkalrjd. 
In Just ihr<*»* simple*- Vcpa, 
the OrnwoKigv system, givds 
year plants everything they 

nnrrd tor i ncrtid i hlr results, 

Gtptwlefyi All you need from 




start tq ImiuTi. 


MLLi rr & rsiNrs 


Wan) to leant mold? Visit doggcrttsimp6on.com 
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HARVEST OF THE MONTH 


Fresh Harvest 




ill; 



I 



CLOSE-UP OF THE MONTH 


Get Funky 

This is a Gage Green Group White Funk 
test grow. Absolutely one of the finest 
flowers I have been fortunate enough to grow. 
Colder temperatures induce an Earl Grey color 
spectrum, truly astounding! Matdog 
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Adjustable 
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Best Grow Lights! 
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Tarmsum Butane Oil Chemical Extractor 


Most Efficient Highest 
Yielding System 

Safelv Recover Butane Solvent 


MORE 
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j I’ve been usinc 
“ * Bagged Super 
only. All organic, hop 
enjoy. The strain is Bl 
Oregon Blues.) Ceeki I 


GROW OF THE MONTH 




NUG OF THE MONTH 


COLA OF THE MONTH 


HugeTop 

sago I’m sending a shot 
of a fine cola of the 
Bubba. It was around 22” 
and weighed about 2lbs! 
This was one of the last 
large ones to be harvested, 
and I harvested around a 
month early...l spent close 
to 175 hrs trimming/mani¬ 
curing the outdoor grow, 
took me over a month! 

New Mexico Dave 


Big Sky Buds 


. . This is a pic of the 

notorious Silvertipfrorr 
Montana. Grown by Me 





















SUPERIOR HYDROPONIC NUTRIENTS & 
ADDITIVES FOR UNRIVALED SUCCESS 





Here at Rock Nutrients we’re passionate 
about your yields which is why we have 
been the preferred choice among elite 
growers worldwide. We're growers 
ourselves! We only incorporate the 
highest-grade ingredients in. the most 
scientifically advanced formulations on 
the market which excel in both soil and 
hydroponic gardens alike. 


Rock Nutrients & Additives are 
hand-brewed in micro-batches to ensure 
superior quality and freshness and each 
ingredient is refined to guarantee purity 
and consistency to produce maximum 
yields of unsurpassed quality. 

Don't fust take our word for it, try it for 
yourself and see the difference! 


ROCK HARD, ROCK HEAVY, ROCK ON! 

www.rocknutrients.com fc fi"* 










126 Next Month 



On Sale 
Nov 12 th 

January 2014 Don't Miss It! 


HIGH TIMES 


Autumn was bountiful, 
as always. 



» The Great Outdoors 

As hard-working growers in California and Colorado cut down 
their outdoor crops, editorial director Dan Skye was on hand to 
witness the spectacle. Experience the joys of harvest up close! 

I Seattle Celebration 

The hrst U.S. High Times Cannabis Cup in Seattle welcomed 
activists, growers, businesses and the adult stoner commu¬ 
nity for a two-day salute to Washington’s newfound freedom. 
Slightly Stoopid and Redman rocked the crowd and the best 
buds in the state got their recognition. 

I LA Glory 

The Buds and Roses Collective of Los Angeles provides high- 
quality medical cannabis in all forms and the world has taken 
notice. The good folks there have won multiple Cannabis Cups. 
We cover their success story. 

I The Best Vapor Pens 

Last year, we tested and rated 15 different pocket-sized vapor¬ 
izers to determine which were worthy of your stash and which 
deserved to go in the trash. Since then, a slew of new vape 
pens has hit the market. Once again, we separate the best 
from the rest! 

I Gupta for Ganja 

Dr. Sanjay Gupta has added his voice to the ever-growing call 
for marijuana as medicine. CNN’s Emmy award-winning chief 
medical correspondent has reversed his position on medical 
pot. The doc explains why in our feature interview. 































NEW ft Bestselling Seedbanks 


The following seeds 

$U67 /each 


Bav Dream 


Candyland 

REG 

Grand Daddy Purp 

REG 

Ken's Kush 

REG 

Phantom Cookies 

REG 

OG Kush 

REG 


VISION SEEDS 


The following seeds 

$B.07/each 

AK 49 Auto 

FEM 

Jack Herer 

FEM 

Lowryder Auto 

FEM 

Northern Lights 

FEM 

NY Diesel 

FEM 

Super Skunk Auto 

FEM 

White Widow 

FEM ;NB 


with IVEIY" order! 

We offer both s/n^le seeds and full 
packs of tea, allowing you to create 
your perfect grow room. 

Single seeds are dispatched with a portion 
of the original product carton. Seeds are 
despatched stealthily from Great Britain and you 
are billed discreetly. We will replace your seeds 
if they do not reach yon, whatever the reason! 


fro m 


QQ 

/Seed 


D,1 S C R ELI 

BlLLlNs &7LCK A5IN5 


GeoTrust 


^Subject it fair useage, see website 
Prices correct at time of publication 


www.thesingleseedcentre.com 

AQUISFTIOM OF LIVE CANNAB1S SEEDS 15 ILLEGAL INTHE UNfTED 5TATES 
PAYABLE IN US DOLLARS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
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HORTI 


uuwuj. horti i_ae.ni_ 

ACQUISITION OF LIVE CANNABIS SEEDS IS ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES | PAYABLE IN US DOLLARS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 



















GREAT PIPES FOR ALL LEAFY GREENS 

So whether you live in a Tobacco-only state or a Cannabis-friendly 
state, Chameleon still has you covered with our nationwide network 
of authorized local and online resellers. 

Visit our website to find the reseller nearest you. 


FEATURED PIPE: #459 ABSOLUTE ZERO 

Existing technology is miniaturised to fit in the palm ol your hand 
Condenser cods cool and condense hat vapor into a super-dense, 
super-cooled pun that expands to provide an amazingly potent 
lung-filling draw. 


FACEBOOK.COM/CHAMELEaNGLASS 
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THE 


HIGH TIMES 


HEADSHOP 


Browse our full selection of products at headshop.hightimes.com 
Order direct from the website or call 1-866-Pot-Shop 




Classics from 
master grower 
Jorge Cervantes 


Ultimate Grow DVD 
Complete Box Set 

Three-disc DVD box set 
includes Ultimate Grow: 
Indoor Marijuana Hor¬ 
ticulture, and Ultimate 
Grow 2: Hydroponic 
Cannabis Indoors & 
Organic Marijuana Out¬ 
doors, Plus a full disc of 
bonus features! $49.95 


Marijuana 

Horticulture 

The Fifth Edition of 
Jorge Cervantes’ 
best-selling book, 
completely rewritten, 
updated and expanded! 
$29.95 


Marijuana 
Grow Basics 

This informative guide 
is packed with illustra¬ 
tions and photos of 
more than 150 afford¬ 
able marijuana grow 
setups. $21.95 


POT SMOKER’S 
HANDBOOK 


High Times Boohs 


The Official HIGH TIMES Pot 
Smoker’s Activity Book 
by Natasha Lewin 

Smoke, play, laugh and learn all at 
the same time! Packed with puzzles, 
games, mazes, and jokes. It’s what to 
do when you’re stoned! $16.95 


Featured Products 


The Official HIGH TIMES 
Field Guide to 
Marijuana Strains 
By Danny Danko 

This cannabis compendium 
covers the world’s top pot 
varieties—all meticulously 
researched and lovingly 
described in terms rang¬ 
ing from odors and flavors to 
potency levels and medicinal 
properties. $14.95 


The Official HIGH TIMES 
Cannabis Cookbook 
by Elise McDonough 

Go way beyond the 
brownie and master your 
munchies with over 50 rec¬ 
ipes for stoner cuisine that 
will get you high—including 
recipes inspired by Cheech 
and Chong, Snoop Dogg 
and Willie Nelson. 

$19.95 


It’s NORML To Smoke Pot: 
The 40-Year Fight For 
Marijuana Smokers’Rights 
By Keith Stroup 

The story of NORML, the 
oldest and most effective 
organization dedicated to 
the reform of marijuana laws, 
told by its founder and leader. 
If you believe in the principle 
of civil liberties, then Keith 
Stroup is a true American 
hero. $14.99 


HIGH TIMES Cultivation Editors’ Combo Pack 

Set includes Jorge Cervantes’ Ultimate Grow Box Set, Nico 
Escondido’s Grow Like a Pro, and Danny Danko’s Field 
Guide to Marijuana Strains. An $85 value for only $69.99! 


HIGH TIMES Presents 
Nico Escondido’s 
Grow Like a Pro DVD 

Featuring over two hours of 
comprehensive cultivation 
coverage and bonus material, 
this /-/O-film features footage 
of America’s top medical grow 
facilities, indoor and outdoor- 
growing and greenhouse tech¬ 
niques. $19.95 


Ready Set Grow 1 & 2 DVD Set 

The ONLY DVDs you NEED to grow great WEED! $34.99 


The Official 
HIGH TIMES Pot 
Smoker’s Handbook 
by David Bienenstock 

This handbook rolls up 
all of our collected wis¬ 
dom into one indispens¬ 
able ganja guide. With a 
life-changing list of 420 
things to do when you’re 
stoned, this is truly the ulti¬ 
mate guide to green living. 
$19.95 


Official HIGH TIMES 
Bonghitters Jersey 

Show your pot pride by 
sporting the same shirts 
worn by the legendary 
High Times Bonghitters 
Softball team. Sizes: S-XXL. 
$19.95 


Back Issues of HIGH TIMES 

Lots of issues available! HIGH TIMES: $5.99; Best Of HIGH 
TIMES: $6.99; HIGH TIMES: Medical Marijuana: $5.99 
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CLEANS & FILTERS SMOKE ORGANICALLY SHAPED 


SAFE & ECONOMICAL 


|D»F|r51DM 

SUMS 


SKM5 


made from washable nylon that makes cleaning 
j your Ron in. Hassle free cleaning is in the palm c 


ROXSOX 

NOW FREE 

IN EVERY PACKAGE 


REFRESH, DEODORIZE, AN 


^RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PlfASE VISIT ROXDIFFUS10N.COM FOR FULL DFTftLLS 


PLUS A MCK OF OUR AMAZING MEW MULTI SURf ACEClEANSERtFFINCLEAH 



5 ave 3 our Strain 


www#!VT sfteme Jtes.net 
{%JJ\ 229~&t7S ext. 1Q2 


ta/ WON core Ni*st20 
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Search ,J Tlrt?»(asi 
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forwis, videos^ & more 
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High Times 

Pot 40 

250 West 57th Street, Suite 920 
New York City, NY 10107 
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Exclusively from Dr. Greenthumb Seeds 


www.drg rec nth u rn b .com 

Ordering / Info Desk 


1.613.330.2404 

ACQUISITION OF UVE CANNABIS SEEDS 15 ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES | PAYABLE IN US DOLLARS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 


Customer grown & photographed by: Turbine2 
















TesteiB at 27% THG 


drgreenthumb -com 

Ordering / Info Desk 

SI 3,330.5404 
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THE POWER TO GROW 


GROW SAFE WITH POWERBOX HYDROPONICS LIGHTING CONTROLLERS! 






Installing the proper electrical system is 
the most important factor when setting up 
your hydroponics garden! 

Cutting corners can lead l,u disastrous consequences, 
such as fire, serious injury, or worse A POWERBOX 
provides the ultimate in safety, reliability, cost-savings, 
end speed-of-deployment. Hand-made in California by 
skilled craftsmen, every POWERBOX is an individual 
work of art. Designed for growers like you, when 
you ere going to do it right, POWERBOX is your only 
chance! 

• ULTIMATE SAFETY & PROTECTION 

• QUICK INSTALLATION 


• RELIABLE OPERATION 




* AVOID GROW ROOM FIRES 
• PREVENT ELECTROCUTION 



lA 


Infertek 


* MODELS FOR ALL GARDEN SIZES 


INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY & YIELDS WITH A 


FLIPBOX 





When it comes to maximizing production, 
there is no better choice than a FLIPBOX! 

A typical flowering room has lights run ring tor only 12 
hours per day. When the fights go off, the ballasts sit 
idle for 12 hours By adding a FLIPBOX to the equation, 
when the first cycle ends, the ballast output is switched 
to another sot of lights in a second bloom room, so you 
can keep growing, 24/7 This allows you to double your 
light output with the same set of ballasts on the same 
electrical circuits. 

• DOUBLE PRODUCTION 

* INCREASE YIELDS 






SAVE MONEY 

AVOID NEW WIRING 


MODELS FOR ALL GARDEN SIZES! 







Mada in California 


Send your address to grow powentioxinc.com and we'll mail you uur 

FREE 32 PAGE CATALOG AND INSTALLATION GUIDE! 
Or View ft now at WWW,POWERBOXINC.COM 

































